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City of Vanceburg Today 


VANCEBURG — In the hills of Northern Kentuck 
banks of the Beautiful Ohio. This picture 


of the downtow 
section of Vanceburg was made 


es cially for this edition 9 
the 175th Birthday of Vancebu Chandle 
Chandler's Studio on May tith 
Woodlawn Cemetery 


Now Down Memory Lane —To 


AZ > да” 


Picture was taken from 








Corner Second and Main 
S ^ street, looking east s s 
penry over төр et J. T. Urt моге.) "d bit bores —— House Wenthorn's barber shop, Bagby-later Tom Stricklett grocery, Mrs. Florence 
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Kurante се. and on the corner of the law office of Judg "ug е 
наа office of Judge Sam'l J. Pugh. The 
M ae Со stare a P. year - in. TW, С. Dugan collection.) 
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Vanceburg 175th Birthday 


Published anceburg 175th Birthday, Inc, а non-profit 

ganizatio т Mere үм of promoting the celebration of the 

так Anniversary of the Е in 1797 of the City of Vanceburg, 
eare in to many for their help in making this paper possible. 

o outs Coe, Herald and Staff for their contribution. 

The majority of ‘he pictures this issue are from the fabulous collection 
of former Mayor, and present editor of the Lewis County Herald William 
С. Dugan, who has collected early historic pictures since boyhood. 

the pictures and the persons appearing in them were made by 

such as R. Н. Fisher, who would be 130 years old, G. Keenan Cole, 

who would be 124 years, Jas. S. Gardner would be 128 years old, his wife 

Jane Gardner, L. М. Sticklett, and A.M. (Cell) Plummer would be 110 

years old, Capt. Jas. H. Rowley would have been 112 years, Thomas G. 

would have been 112. These people were of accountable age when 

all these pictures were made, and their calculations of the “ар- 

proximate” dates were based upon personal events of their own lives that 
made their pronouncements almost infallible. j 

Permission was granted us by Dr. William M. Talley to reproduce his 
story of the early history leading to and the founding of Vanceburg. 

To Chandler Scifres of Chandler's Studio for his photo work. 

The articles and pictures from the 1905 Souvenir Edition of the Van- 
ceburg Sun are from Victor Sullivan who loaned us his edition for 
reproduction along with other pictures. 

The articles and pictures from the 1924 Souvenir Edition of the Lewis 
County Herald are from two copies loaned us by Mrs. Edith Mavity and 
Victor Sullivan. 

Other contributors were Everette E. Parker of the Portsmouth Times, 
Mrs. Beulah Alexander, Walter J. Boyd, Flossie Scott, Ed Roe, 
Bruce Swearingen, Ralph P. Gully Family, and Howard D. Shelton. 

Those who contributed their time to the publication and the soliciting of 
advertising for this paper include W. C. Dugan, Lena Ann Wamsley, 
Norman Mefford, Irene Shelton, Karen Stafford, Eula Bonner, Wanda 
Simpson, Colleen Brewer, and Howard D. Shelton. 

We have tried to give proper “Credit” to all who have contirbuted and 
helped on this paper, however, if we have errored in credits or missed 
anyone, please accept our “Thanks”. 
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HOWARD D. SHELTON нн 
MAYOR 


CITY OF VANCEBURG 


COUNCIL MEETING, FIRST MONDAY MIONT оғ EACH MONT 
VANCEBURC, KENTUCKY 41179 


PROCLAMATION 


City of Vanceburg will be 175 years old this year and 
— of the said City of Vanceburg, I hereby declare that 


WHEREAS, the history of early Kentucky ав recorded by 
Dr. William M. Talley, local historian, and the records 
in the Lewis County Court confirm that Keith Marshall, 
son of Colonel Thomas Marshall, of Washington, Kentucky, 
had а patent on the land on both sides of Salt Lick Creek 
and fronting on the Ohio River; and 


WHEREAS, on June 30, 1797, Keith Marshall sold to Mose Baird 
and Joseph C. Vance a tract of 55 acres on the east bank of 
Salt Lick Creek; and 


WHEREAS, Mose Baird and Joseph C. Vance soon afterwards 
laid out a town, which they called Vanceburg, and began 
selling lots to interested persons; and 


WHEREAS, there has been formed a Vanceburg 175th Birthday 
Committee for the purpose of conducting a celebration 
honoring the 175 years of Vanceburg history and to foster 
civic pride and community spirit among all its citizens; 
and 


WHEREAS, the 175th Birthday Committee has set plans for the 
said celebration of our city for the week of June èth 
through June 10th, 1972, and 


NOW, THEREFORE, I, Howard D. Shelton, as Mayor of the City 
of Vanceburg, do declare the above said week of June to ре 
the official week of the celebration of our 175th Birthday 
and ask all of our citizens to join in the celebration of 
this momentous occasion, 


Done in/the City of Vanceburg, Kentucky, 
this 3 day of March, 1972, 


: Ade zz E 







Нотага D. Shelton, 
Attest: 





n с * ^ 
Colleen Brewer, City Clerk. 
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; Early Vanceburg 


ccount of the Early Explorers, the Early 
—— e Early Visitors to e Vicinity which led to 
the Founding and the Settling of Vanceburg in 1797 and is 
taken from the article SALT LICK CREEK AND ITS 
SALT WORKS, By Dr. Wiliam M. Talley. 


THE EARLY EXPLORERS OF THE WEST, who 
descended the Ohio River generally stopped à! the Shawnee 
village of Shannoah at the mouth of the Scioto River, where 
the present-day city of Portsmouth, Ohio, now stands, Their 
next stop was at Limestone (Maysville), Many of the ex- 
plorers, however. stopped to view the salt lick near the mouth 
of Salt Lick Creek, in Lewis County, Kentucky 

Sal! Lick Creek was a popular place for making salt and 
was the gateway through which many explorers entered on 
their way lo the Bluegrass country. Their route followed the 
creek toits source near Esculapia Mountain. then across the 
ridges to the North Fork of Licking River, where they hit 
upon the Cabin Creck War Road that led to the Upper Blue 
Licks and farther on to the Bluegrass 

This article will give an account of the early visitors to Salt 
Lick and the salt works, Christopher Greenup's interest in 
the salt making industry, and the founding of Vanceburg оп 
the lands of Alexander Keith Marshall 


EARLY MAPS SHOWING SALT LICK 

One of the earliest maps showing what appears to be Salt 
Lick Creek is that of the Frenchman, Jacques Nicholas Bellin 
71703-1772). This map. published in Paris, France, in 1744 15 
included in the Histoire e! Description Generale de la 
Nouvelle France. written by Pierre Francois Xavier de 
Carlevorx This map is printed in the French language. of 
course. The reasons for believing that Salt Lick Creek is the 
creek marked on this map are these: the village of Chaunoah 
Shanneah) is marked beside a stream emptying (гот the 
North into ГОуо on la Belle Riviere (The Beautiful River 
Оһо): shortly below this is a small stream emptying into the 
Ohio River from the south. It is unlikely that the stream 
would be Kinniconick or Cabin Creek, the only other 
significant streams near Shannoah, for they are not marked 
on any maps until a much later date. The presence of salt 
would be ample reason for marking a stream. Therefore, it 
seems justifiable lo assume that Salt Lick Creek is marked 
an Bellin's map in 1774 








In 1775. Lewis Evans published a map of the British 
possessions and the Ohio River Valley 
marked "Low. Shawnee T." and 
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Olio River from the South marked with a tiny "X" and the 
werd “salt” beside if 
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This is, presumably Salt Lick Creck 














хин its position on the map places it just а few miles below 
Shannoeah and a considerable distance [rom the Licking 
River: and the salt lick on Salt Lick Creek is the only lick 
known along the river a! the distance mark y) tween 
Shannah and the Licking Rive 

Sall Lick Crock is not marked on Mitehe Map of thi 
British and French Domimons. in 1755. nor is it marked or 
Guy Johnson's Mz the Ohi n1763 

However, in 1766, Lewis E ublished a map of 
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The Jr. О.У.А.М. parade on July 4, 1903, taken in front of the Presbyterian (now 
Baptist) Church and the present Vanceburg Supply Co., on Market Street. The hor- 
semen were Jim Carroll on left, Will C. Cox on the right. (W. C. Dugan Collection.) 





This building on Main St. now occupied by Baker's Dept. Store. John L. Clark was the 
proprietor of the drug store until his death on June 30, 1902, is in the center. On his right 
is his wife Clara (Kitten) Carter Clark, Seated is Wm. Barley, then operator of the old 
mill. Photo taken about 1897. As a boy, Geo. А. Rice was employed in this store by Mr 
Clark. (W. €. Dugan collection.) 


A Mutual Company - Serving Lewis County 


SINCE 1895 


Insurance In Force — *10,163,720,896.00 
st CHESTER Е. NEWMAN - Staff Manager 


Virgil Мей LOCAL ASSOCIATES 
ЕП Mefford - Roger Bivens - Omar ‘Red’ McDaniel - Dwight Rouse - Fred Evans - Douglas Wills. 
‘Where Life Insurance Is A Business - Not A Sideline'' 
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The Old Carter House - 1891 
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Тһе famous “old Carter House" on Front Street, 
destroyed by fire in 1891. On the balcony are Byrd Carter, 
Jane Gardner, Oleria Carter Pugh, Bertha Carter. Оп 
the extreme right are Mr. and Mrs. Thos. Carter, Ann 


seen S. H. Voiers dwelling, and just beyond the Rufus 
Jones dwelling, the upstairs porch being the southern 
terminus of the famous bridge across Front St. which 


ended at the old Beverly House (burned in 1867) where 
Carter Rowley. seated Judge Wm. C. Halbert holding his the concrete wall now stands at the top of the ferry grade. 


oldest son, Carter, on his lap, his wife Fanny Bate Bartender in white apron was Roy Carter. (W. С, Dugan 
Halbert standing at his side. On the extreme right can be collection.) 


COOPER BROS. 
Tire & Auto Parts 


322 LEXINGTON AVE., 810 MAIN STREET 
VANCEBURG, - 796-3016 SOUTH SHORE - 932-4921 


FULL LINE OF TIRES & AUTO SUPPLIES 
Established - November 1965 


Wish Vanceburg A Happy 175th Birthday 


PROPRIETORS: 
FORREST COOPER 


VERNON COOPER 


RUDOLPH COOPER 


EMPLOYEES: 
Garold Gilbert 


Mil 
Jeffrey Cooper es Cooper 


Delbert Dunnigan 
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1766. On this тар of 1776, the Scioto River is marked. The 
next stream west of the Scioto is a stream emptying іп from 

the south and is marked “creck 10 yds.""'" and shortly 

iter this is a stream marked “Buffalo Lick.” This can only 

be Salt Lick Creek for it is marked as being just east of the 
` тсе Isla nds, and Salt Lick Creek is the only stream of any 
size Thal empties in near that location above the Three 
Islands. Also. Captain Gordon mentions the fact that he and 
his company killed buffaloes at the salt lick about 20 miles 
below the mouth of the Scioto. We сап assume that he would 
mark on his map such a place. 

їп 1776. Thomas Pownall published a map of the Middle 
British Colonies, and he stated that it was “а map of the 
British colonies as first published by Mr. Lewis Evans, of 
Philadelphia. in 1755." This map shows a creek emptying into 
the Ohio River from the south with the word ' salt" beside it. 
This stream is just west of the Scioto River It cannot be 
confused with the Licking River, for farther on down the Ohio 
River is а stream marked the “G_Salt-Lick Н”. the name by 
which Licking was originally designated, 

in John Filson's Kentucke, published in 1784. Salt Lick 
Creek is called Big-Bulfalo Creek. Tis position оп the map is 
belween the "Sciotha River™ (Scioto River) and a large 
island, which is the island just east of Concord, in Lewis 
County. Filson marks Kinniconick Creek as the “12 mile 
creek "iu 

Gilbert Imlay's map of 1793 marks Salt Lick Creek and the 
notation “salt lick" beside it 

These are the earliest markings of salt Lick Creek on 
French and English maps of the Ohio River. We may con- 
elude, then, that the French were familiar with Salt Lick 
Creek as early as 1744, and, perhaps, many years before that 
date 

A much later map, but an interesting one, is that of. the 
Frenchman. General Victor Collot, in 1826. The map is in a 
book of maps. published in Paris, and tilled Voyage dans 
L'Amerique Septentrionale. Even though the words on the 
map are translated into English, they still retain much of the 
French accent. Salt Lick Creek and Vanceburg is Vunce's 
Burgh. 










EARLY VISITORS TO THE LICKS 
Before the white man came 1o the Ohio valley, the abun- 
dan! game region came to the lick on Sall Lick Creek near 
Vanceburg to lick salt. The Indians came there to kill the 
game as they licked the salt. Some evidences of the Indians 
remain to this days) On two high points of the William C. 
Dugan farm. overlooking the sall licks. are some Indian 
graves walled with stone. Just below the mauth of Salt Lick 
Creek, on the Dugan farm, many Indian relics have been 
found year after year during the plowing season 
Perhaps the first white men to view the licks were the 
French in their explorations of LaBelle Riviere, as they 
called the Ohio River. Many of the French lived with the 
Shawnees in their vullage at the mouth of the Scioto, prior to 
the French and Indian War, and it seems logical to assume 
that the Indians would inform them of the salt lick ap- 
proximately twenty miles down river 
Pierre Joseph Celoron De Blainville and his chaplain 
Joseph Pierre de Bonnecamps. in 1749, stayed several days 
with the Shawnees when they were on their journey from 
Montreal and on through the Ohio Valley. Although they 
sailed past Salt Lick Creek, they make no mention of stop- 
ping. Neither docs @hristopher Gist, in 1750-51. mention about 
Salt Lick Creek as he moved westward following his stay at 
Shannoah with the Shawnees s 
Captain Harry Gordon, as mentioned earlier, camped at 
the lick оп Tuesday, July 8, 1766. After he left the mouth of the 
Scioto, he gave a very careful account of his journey and from 
this we can ascertain his arrival а! the mouth of Salt Lick 
Creek. Here is his account: 
2 Water I Fathom, narrow bottom on Lt. and wide on RL, at 
Fight Min. Encamped on the Lt. at a pretty Cove at the end of 
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(Continued from page 2) 


a Stony Shore. here the River 200 yds. but at the Cove it is 30 
yds. wider, near a Mile from where we encamped is a Buf- 
faloes Lick at which our Indians Kill'd us 15 or 16 Buffaloes. 
Wednesday the 89th July embarked 7 welve Min. after 6 
o'clock and continued Six minutes further on last course at 3 
тіп, Run on LL, which takes its ríse in the lick above men- 
tioned. 

Collins mentions Captain Gordon's visit, but gives the date 
as July 16, 1766 and gives this account 
1 "at Lick (in Lewis County 
of the river. The extent of 


encamps opposite to the € 

Ky); it is five miles distant south 
the muddy part of the lick is three-fourths of an acre 

This account is somewhat different from that recorded ir 






Gordon's journal. as published by Thomas Hutchins 


Іп the early 1770's, Simon Kenton, John Strader and 
er, according to Collins 





George Y 
2 descended the Ohio River to near mouth of the Kentucky; 
on their return they examined Licking River. Locust 
Bracken. Salt Lick. and Kinnikinnick creeks, and Tygart and 
Sandy Rivers, for cane, but found none 

Simon Kenton was familiar with Cabin Creek and the Nor th 
Fork of the Licking. in Lewis County, as well as Salt Lick 
Creek 

Cotterill states that the Thompson Expedition in 1773 made 
a number of surveys on the North Fork of Licking, and one 
group of the men made surveys on Salt Lick Creek. This 
Expedition, sponsored by Pennsylvania Militia Officers to 
locate bounty lands for military service in the French and 
Indian War, was led by William Thompson. 7 hose persons 
making surveys on Salt Lick in the Thompson Expedition of 


1773 were: William McClary (3000 acres), Captain Thomp 


son, Captain Thomas Tout. Lochery (Lought Captain 
Plunkett, Captain Hunter, Captain Shelby. John Prentice 
1000 acres), Captain Richard Walker, Captain Holmes, Dr 
MeClan, Lieutenant William Works. Captain Robert 


Callendar (300 acres), Captain MePerson, Captain McClung 
and Gunning Bedford. These men evidently disposed of this 
land to other persons for they do not appear in the carly 
records of Lewts County 

In October 1775. Colonel Robert Patterson and six other 
young men, with John McClellan and family, left Penn 
svlvania for Kentucky in canoes. А! Salt Lick Creek, Pat 
ferson and three of the men, went into the interior, “gomg up 
this creck to its head, crossing Cabin Creek and Stone Lick 

Collins states thal the first horses and cattle introduced 
into the state permanently entered by way fo Salt Lick 
Creek : 
The first horse and cattle introduced permanently into 
northern Kentucky were (9 of the former and 1 of the latter) 
brought down the Ohio Hiver in boats from Fort Pitt (Pitt- 
sburgh? in Nov. 1775; taken ashore at th puth of Salt Lick 
Creek in Lewis County, by Col, Robert Patterson, Wm Me- 
Connell, David Perry, and Stephen Lowry; thence piloted by 
Perry (who had been in Ky. in Feb. 1775 id probably alse in 
177), driven up Salt Lick westward ross Cabin Creek, 
past Mayslick, to the Middle Trace, w h was followed to the 
Lower Blue Licks, and thence on to Hinkston and Leestown 

Daniel Boone stated in а deposition that 
In the year Col. Thomas Slaughter and Valentine 
Harman of North Carolina was on their way from Fort Pitt 
by Water — their object was Harrod's town and when they 
came to the mouth of Big Sandy they left the boat and Look it 
on horseback — Harman being а woodsman. They struck the 
Kentucky River about one mile above Boonsboro and came 























Continued on page 2) 


LKinaonick Cheek. peabuhls . since I ix a creek of that width 


Я Кимни одай meant that the creek was 12 miles below the mouth of Scioto. 
Жаш that ік onis the approximate distance ) 
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CONGRATULATIONS 
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This marker has been erected at the intersection о! 
Routes 8 and 10 within the city limits of Vanceburg by the 
Kentucky Department of Highways. Dr. Talley relates 
how these horses and cattle were driven up Salt Lick and 
westwardly across Cabin Creek, past Mayslick, to the 
Middle Trace and on to Hinkston and Leestown. 

———— — — 


down to where we was at work building а fort about the 20th 
fo April and thev staved with us 2 or three weeks, in which 
lime they informed me of a Salt Spring they had found which 
proved to be on Salt Lick Creek: and in order to enable me to 
find that Salt Spring. thev gave me particular direction in 
writing. as follows: Started from the mouth of Big Sandy and 
kept down the Ohio about 12 or 14 miles. crossed some small 
creeks until we came to the mouth of a creek which we could 
not cross at the mouth with our horses. We turned up the 
same about one or two miles as we thought, when we came to 
the large falls which we crossed with ease and then 
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proceeded on down the Ohio to Salt Lick or what is now called 
the Ohio Sa! ‚ thence along the Buffalo paths to the Blue 


In a deposition, dated April 15, 1818, Samuel Strode states 
that he, George Stockton, William McClary, and John 
Fleming, in April, 1776 
.. . landed at the mouth of Salt Lick Creek and deposited our 
baggage їп а pen that was built near the mouth of said creek, 
of which we were informed of the pens by Ebenezer Corn and 
another man, who we met at the mouth of Salt Lick; we then 
proceeded up the said creek past the lick to the head of the 
creek and came to the North Fork and encamped for 
sometime when myself and Stockton returned to the mouth of 
Salt Lick for our provisions that we left there in the pen 
spoken of before, and that Capt. Kenneday at Fort Pitt gave 
us written instructions al what part of Kentucky to land and 
which was to proceed to find good land but whether Ken 
nedav or Corn informed us of the name of the creek 1 do not 
recollect. but one of them, Corn, I believe, informed us tha 
the creek we landed al was called Salt Lick at that time and | 


have been well acquainted in that part of the country ever 





since 
Again. in October 1818, Samuel Strode stated that in 6 he 

was in company with sundry other persons 

Ohio River and 


we came toa river which was called and known by 





company the mouth of Scioto which emptied into the Ohio 
about 18 or 19 miles from Scioto on the South side of the Ohio 
which was also known by our company as the mouth of Salt 
Lick Creek 

X Question: Did you ever hear the creek now called Salt Lick 
Creek called Salt Spring Creek? Answer: Ido not remember 
I ever did until yesterday or today, but I won't be positive 


anyway. 4 
Question: Have you not heard Salt Lick Creek called 
Buffaloe Creek? Answer: Never Y 


Question: Was vou not at Salt Lick Creek subsequent to the 
vear 1776 and in what year? Answer: I think I was on Salt 
Lick Creek in 1781 and it was then called and known by the 
name of Salt Lick Creek. 

Major George Stockton, in January, 1815, slated that in 
April 1776. he, in Company with John Fleming, Samuel 
Strode, and William McClary descended the Ohio River and 
landed а! the mouth of the Salt Lick Creek and fell upon à 
large butfalo road which led down Fleming Creek, and which 
they pursued until they reached a spring on the said creek 
Stockton proceeds to tell the location of the surveys made 
Stockton and MeClary жеге making improvements 


(Continued on page 9) 


A Date In History 


Vanceburg Sun, March 9, 1916 

The Button Factory just 
above State in the east end was 
sold, and removed to Waltham, 
Mass. It was going fine and 
everyone happy until one or two 
local 'agitators' started union 
talk, and that did it. Local 
business men who had sub 
scribed moeny to get the plant 
here, were true to form, left 
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and 
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representing 
ЕА. 
ROBINSON 


AND 


COMPANY 


Maysville, Ky. 





£113 GENERAL 
TELEPHONE 


Congratulates 


Vanceburg 


We Are Proud To Have Contributed A Small 


Part To The Development Of Vanceburg - 
Congratulations To Our City Officials, Past Ana 


Present For A Job Well Done. 


Vanceburg's And Lewis County 's 


Oldest Automobile Dealer. 


Vanceburg Motor Co. 


FORD DEALER IN VANCEBURG FOR OVER 50 YEARS 
WM. T. CLARK 


GEORGE IRWIN = 


On It's 


175th Anniversary. 


We Are Proud To Be A 
Part Of This Community. 








The Picture At Left 
Shows The Electric 
Plant In 1924. 











Below Is A Sketch 
Showing The Hydro- 


Electric Generation 
Plant To Be Built At 


Greenup Dam. 
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The building herewith shown contains a full equipment of the most 


The Contrast Represents 
modern machinery and the service is excellent. The proprietor, Mr. L. 


С. Byrne, has spared no expense in making this plant one of the best іп The City ^c Progress 


the country. И is in charge of expert electrician's who are painstaking 
as to giving the best of service. John Caseman looks after the plant as 


е day man and the night shift man is Overton Newman. The 24-hour . 
52 gives жасар acon, m & For Better Electric 
Facilities. 
y 
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PROPOSED FACILITIES FOR FISHING 
AT HYDROELECTRIC GENERAT 


AND OBSERVATION 
hee SACILITIES AT GREENUP DAM 


Vanceburg Electr: , Light, Heat 
And Power System 


Municipally Owned 








Early Vanceburg 


(evidently on Fleming Creek) and the weather was very wet, 
so they lodged in a very large sycamore tree. The 
aforementioned buffalo road was very much used for 
Stockton states that: 

a man named Stoner passed with 2 kegs of whiskey on his 
wav to Martin's and Riddles" Stations on Hinkston . . . (The 
Buffalo road) was much traveled by those who went to Little 
Martin's and Riddles’ Stations and very much by buffalo. 1 

Perhaps. this has digressed somewhat from the original 
topic of this article, but is iveluded to impress the fact that 
Salt Lick Creek, the buffalo road, and Fleming Creek were 
all well known at an early date and the route through which 
many pioneers entered Kentucky 

In 1776, Daniel Boone camped on the headwaters of Salt 
Lick Creek The exact location of his emcampment is 
unknown, however, the headwaters of Salt Lick Creek are 
near Esculapia Mounfain (which was originally called 
Gunpowder бар) Tn a lawsuit of the Lewis County Court 
Fated June 1836. between the heirs of Achilles Sneed and 
Joseph Spence et al. a land grant from Beverly Randolph, 
Governor of Virginia, to John O'Daniel, for 2,701 acres, is 
included in the suit. The grant, dated May 19, 1787, states that 
the land was located 4 or 5 miles from the head of Salt Lick 
Creek and the boundary began “where Daniel Boone camped 
in 1776. at two white oaks . . .” Unfortunately, this land grant 
gives very little information as to the exact spot where 
Boone camped. As mentioned previously, Boone had been 
told about the Salt Lick Creek area by Colonel Thomas 
Slaughter and Valentine Harman 

John Dyal (Doyal), pioneer Indian fighter and early settler 
in Lewis County. states that in 1781, he came down the Ohio 
River and after leaving the mouth of the Scioto River 
... we being scarce of provisions, they said that there was a 
large buffalo lick about 20 miles below, where they would 
stop and kill some provisions, which we came down, and 
landed a small distance above the mouth of the creek. which 
they called Salt Lick Creek. 

Question: How long was it after the vear 1781 before vou 
returned to Salt Lick Creek again? Answer: I think il was 6 or 
7 years. 

Question: When you returned to Salt Lick Creek were you 
at the Salt Spring on said creek? Answer: I was at the lick 
and there appeared water to bail out of the lick which run out 
at times and in a dry time it did not. 

Ina deposition dated April, 1818. Notley Duvall states that 
on Augus! 1. 1784. he George Stockton, Samuel Strode. and 
others 
-. Started from Strode's Station and passed the Lower Blue 
Licks and encamped on the North Fork. we then passed on 
and crossed a branch of Cabin Creek and crossed the 
mountain and encamped on the waters of a creek which the 
company informed me was called Salt Lick Creek; we then 
proceeded down the creek past the lick and went through the 
bottom where Vanceburg now stands and proceeded on up 
the Ohio and continued our route to Virgi and some years 

after 1 removed my family and landed at the mouth of Salt 
Lick Creek and have known it by the name of Salt Lick ever 
since. 

Richard Fox, а deputy surveyor of Fayette County, was in 
the Salt Lick Creek area surveying during the month of 
December 1785. He said in a deposition on October 8, 1818, 
that Capt. John Craig came to him in December, 1785. and 
asked him to make surveys a! Washington (Mason County) 
and in Kennedy's Bottom and below Sycamore Creek (Lewis 
County i. One survey made by Fox was at the upper end of the 
first bottom below Salt Lick Creek. which wald be now 
11965) the bottom land owned by William C. Dugan. Abraham 
Dale enlightens as lo the other persons in the surveying 
expedition, He testified on June 21, 1819, that he, Joseph 


Slucker, Thomas Bell, and John Johnston were with Richard 
Fox and 


- -- went up the Ohio from or near the lower end of Kennedy's 
Bottom lo . . about one mile below the mouth of Salt Tick 
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Creek, our object іп going up the Ohio River through Кеп- 
nedy's Bottom was to survey the 800 survey of Elijah Craig 
und John Craig . . 

Alexander Keith Marshall, who owned land where Van 
ceburg now stands, stated on September 18, 1819, that the 
mouth of Salt Lick Creek was a very well known place by 
1785. 

John G. McDowell, а very early settler near the salt works, 
acknowledged in a deposition given October 11, 1819, that he 
had seen the Lick as early as 1791, and became well 
acquainted with it in 1793. He maintained that “it was then 
ick 
lier that he had never heard the 
creck called Buffalo Creek. (McDowell first lived in Van- 
сезге, but la ler in life moved up the river somewhere near 
the mouth of Kinniconick.) 

Samuel (7) MeDowell, in his interview with Dr. Shane 
tells of Major Walker watching а lick on the North Fork of 
Licking. The Indians came up behind him, tied his arms 






behind him, and rushed him across the hills to Kinniconick 
Creek, which they followed until they came to the Ohio River 
McDowell. who was one of the spies appointed to check 
along the river to the mouth of Big Sandy for Indian signs 
stated that he saw fresh Indian signs along the river as he 
went up the Ohio River checking the area. Three days later 
as he descended the river toward Vanceburg, he states that 
we came by and a man hailed us and begged us for to take 

: he was a prisoner and had just made his escape. We 
didn't like his proposition and told him to keep on lower 
down; we come to below. He ran on down and we continued 
until it was so dark we could just see his form. We then 
concluded we would go on to the Ohio Salt Works. which had 
just been opened that vear. Next morning we returned from 
there with 8 men, Thought we would see; if it was an Indian 
we had made a lucky escape. We went on up and found him 
Пе had seen as we passed up. They had just gotten to the 
other side. He had been left, over there, while they went out 
to hunt, and made his escape: exchanging his new rifle for an 
old one 

This rescue near Salt Lick Сгеск (оок place sometime in 
1794, as thal is the date the salt works began opera ling on Salt 
Lick Сгеск McDowell docs nof make it plain who was 
rescued. 1! may have been Major Walker. the man mentioned 
as having been captured by the Indians 




















LATER VISITORS 

Alter Kentucky became a state in 1792 and the dangers 
from Indians lessened. other persons came to the region of 
Ѕа Lick Creek, по! as explorers, bul as visitors or sight 
seers 

One person was not particularly impressed with the new 
country of Eastern Kentucky, had this tosay in 1793 
There is likewise some of the poorest land upon the face of 
the earth this country. particularly on Sandy River 
Tigants (Ty ts Creek, Killeerankie (Kinniconick) Creek 
(the Indian name for suman), the head of Licking and in 
general өп the meanbranch of Licking and on part of Salt 
Lick Creek, none of which are worth a pinch of snuff 






Reverend James Smith, on his second trip to Kentucky, in 
1795, stated that after leaving Gallipolis, Ohio, the next place 
he stopped was al Kennedy's Bottom, just wesl of the mouth 
of Salt Lick Creek” 5 
(October 22, 1795), About 2 o'clock in the af- 
ternoon we reached the settlement in Kennedy's Bottom. and 
being tired of our situation, determined here to land. We 
disembarked and pursued our journey down the Ohio by land, 
ahotu 7 miles, and took up at à Mr. Samson's 

In 1806, Thomas Ashe, an Englishman came down the Ohio 
River to see the west. His impression was 
I left the Scioto with very little regret and pursue my way 
to the town (Maysville), at which I arrived in (мо easy day's 





(Continued on page 11) 





Miss Nellie Donehoo, 
about 1903, before her 


marriage to Clay C. 


Ruark. 


A Date In History 


Nov. 2,1911 

The Missel Shell business was 
booming. All up and down the 
river were camps where mussel 
fisheries boiled ou! the mussels 
loaded the shells іп barges 
There was a button factory 
opealing just eas! of Van 
ceburg, with George Anthony in 
charge, and another at Man 
chester 


Sept. 11. 1992 
The City Court had a rock pile 


in the alley above the graded 


school where fines were worked 
ouf, a ball and chain being а! 
tached lo the culprit if he 
showed propensity to flee as а 
shadow and continue nol (а! 
work One day а solitary 
prisoner thus confined, the 


Marshall going up town a few 
moments, lifted the huge iron 
ball intoa wheelbarrow and fled 
the scene of his durance vile 
only tobe run down by the great 
white ambassador. of the law 
and returned to his foi. (L. € 

Herald, July 3. 1947 


Do You remember when it 
took twelve hours fo haul а 
wagon load of tobacco from 
Black Oak to Vanceburg. the 


mud being a! times axel deep? 





















Mr. Friendly 


Mr. Friendly Says “То Preserve Your Home For 175 Years, Use The Paint 
That Preserves, & Beautifies Old Shakertown, Gray Seal Paints. 


Happy 175th Birthday." 


Lewis Co.'s Oldest Hardware 
LOVE HARDWARE CO., INC. 


301 Lexington Ave. 
Vanceburg, Ky. 


Phone 796-2411 
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Early Vanceburg 


run from the Scioto, a distance of sixty two miles, in which I 
passed three islands and several creeks of no account, except 
Salt Lick Creek, just above the mouth of which is a town 
called Vance Ville, where considerable бай works are carried 
on. and salt made of a good quality. This creek is on the 
Kentucky shore . . . 

One of the bes! descriptions of the salt wells and salt works 
at Vanceburg was given by Fortescue Cuming, in his Tour to 
the Western Country 1807 - 1808. Cumins speaks of passing 
Turkey Creek on the right and Conoconecq (Kinniconick) on 
the left, and 
... seven miles more brought us opposite to a very handsome 
insulated mountain, five hundred feet high. on the right, and 
passing Willow (small) island and a bar on the same hand, 
we landed nearly opposite to buy milk at a decent looking 
cabin and small farm. It was owned by one Colgin, an Irish- 
man. who has been several years in Kentucky, but only two 
vears in his present residence. He has only eight acres 
cleared, on which he maintains himself. his wife. and seven 
children. who are all comfortably and even b mingly 
drest, There was an air of natural civility, and even kindness 
in the manner of his family, which I had not observ ed before 
on the banks of the Ohio. The childrdren, who were all born in 
Kentucky, were uncommonly handsome 

Three miles further we passed оп the right, Twin creeks . . . 

On the clear. cold morning of the twenty-ninth of July 
11х07). we hauled up our anchor. and dropping down the 
current three miles. we landed at Salt Lick Landing. at six 
o'clock. ET 3 е. 

We walked about a mile to the salt springs. The old. 

original one. formerly used by the Indians, and another Tately 
opened. аге on the west side of Salt Lick creek and are owned 
vcr Tamils of the name of Beal. Three others о the east side 
or ttre-creekz opened within three years, belong to a Mr. 
Greenup. The salt is made in three furnaces at Beal's 
Springs. and іп four at Greenup's. Each furnace con- 
(Gains 56 cast iron pans. of about 20 gallons each, and makes, 
оп Greenup's side. one hundred bushels of salt per week. 
while on Beals side they make only sixty bushels per week, іп 
each furnace. The price of salt at the works is two dollars per 
bushel. A furnace requires eight men to do its work whose 
wages are from 20 to 25 dollars each month. The water in the 
ald spring is near the surface, but the new wells are sunk to 
the depth of 55 feet. The water is wound up by hand by а 
winlass. in buckets and emptied into wooden troughs, which 
lead to the furnaces. The old spring has two pumps in it. 
Much labour might be saved by machinery wrought either by 
horses. or by the water of the neighboring creck; but it is so 
new a country one must not expect to find the arts in per- 
fection. 














The proprietors of each furnace рау a vearly rent of from 
three to five bushels of salt to the proprietors of the soil. 

The vallev in which the springs are is small, and 
surrounded by broken land and barren hills. but producing 
wood enough to supply the furnaces with fuel constantly, if 
properly managed. 


There is a wagon road of 70 miles from hence to Lexington, 
through а country settled the whole way. The road passes the 
Upper Blue Licks, where are also salt springs and furnaces. 
not nearly. however. so productive as these. The Salt Lick 
Springs. which are the strongest in this western country. are 
nol half so strongly impregnated with salt as the water of the 
ocean, vielding only one pound of salt from 60 pounds of 
water 

There are three or four houses at the landing. which was 
intended as the site of the county town. but the seat of the 
county has been established four miles lower down the Ohio 

We breakfasted on good coffee, biscuit. meat and cheese at 
the house of one M'Bride. an Irishman. who has a family of 
ten children living. 





175th Birthday Edition, Page 11 


(Continued from page 9) 


In the same year, another visitor to the West stopped off at 
Vanceburg and the salt works. Christian Schultz writes that, 
after leaving the Scioto River on October 6, 1807, he came to 
Vanceburg 
Vangeville (Vanceburg) is another small town, of half a 
dozen houses, situated on the Ohio and Salt Creek, in the state 
of Kentucky, about twenty-one miles below the Great Sciota 
Two or three miles up this creek are found some very good 
salt springs, where some considerable quantities of salt are 
made, The price at the works is two dollars a bushel of fifty 
pounds, This creek was perfectly dry at the time of my 
arrival, now is it navigable at any time 

The salt springs of Vangeville bear no kind of comparison 
with those Onondago, either in strength or quality, requiring 
three hundred gallons of water to make one bushel of inferior 
salt. They have about two hundred kettles of twenty-one 
gallons each. in constant operation, and when the brime is 
strongest, will make about 10 bushels in twenty-four hours; 
but as the springs are subject to be inundated with every rise 
of the river the works are frequently stopped altogether. 17 

A much later visitor to the West, William Newton Mercer 
relates in his diary the details of a journey from Baltimore to 
Louisville. He left Portsmouth on Sunday August 26, 1816 
and 
We came today thirty miles, and stopped for the night ata 
house of private entert ment, kept by Wm. Blass: about f 
of a mile above Vanceville, which is an inconsiderable saline 





village on the Virginia shore. Blass still retains the old 
fashioned warmth and hospitality of Virginia, of which he is a 
native. The night was intensely warm and almost suf 
focating: but we had no cause to complain to our host, who 
gave us the best he had, which was far from being bad. ‘s 
Zadock Cramer published one of the earliest guides for 
navigating the Ohio River. His tenth edition came oul in 1818 
and gives this description of Salt Lick Creek 
It Creek, left side. just below Twin Creeks 





This creek empties in just below a short turn of the Ohio to 
right; and near its mouth are some salt furnaces ina іше 


th 
town called Vanceville, at which are made large quantities of 





salt. From theese salt works to Lexington it is 70 miles 

The best water here is in the middle of the river, both 
beaches being very rocky, but there is a good landing place іп 
an eddy 100 vds. above the creek, and also at the south of the 
creek. 

In high water, the rocks and eddy form а whirlpool. (9 

These, then, are the impressions of the early travelers 
from the East, whocame [o sce what the West was like 


SALT WORKS BEGAN IN 1794 

The salt works near Vanceburg began their operations in 
1794. Aller these wells were opened, other persons dug wells 
to obtain sall water 

Samucl Boyd, a native of Pennsylvania, came to Cabin 
Creek Area off Lewis County with his father, May 6, 1794 
Boyd says the winter following this. was al the Ohio Salt 
Works 


(Continued on page 

















HH seems that Curie stopped about 2 miles bovis what is now the town nf 
Buena Vista. Ohio, where he visited Mr Colin. Тһе Lick 
(олт was perhaps the landing at what rs now the foot of Main Stree " 
ініге The wells he visited еа еге hetween the present 
hrideeever Salt Lick Creck on Ку Mand the mouth ef Dey Run There were m 
ей» tolled in that area and as Hapessible to pinpoint the exact 
Cuin и The Mr Me Bride me was Je Heide He 

ЖҮГҮ П 

T ^ рог һам Іп Ho. МеН and 

ойы, Me Dowell hal a disauzeeement 
elt Althouts the uit had a humane и pem 

Note thal Shults calis the town Vane 

d Hw wells were Zor 3 niles up the кгетк 
и is quote: The distan 1 е 
' Mes the (aet Шын Kentucky in 1114 was ne та 
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44 mentioned here ік most likely meant 





d is ul Ihe foot of Main Street in Vancebure 





Above is a picture of the official 
coin minted for the Vanceburg 
175th Birthday in both antique 
bronze and sterling silver. The 
bronze sells for $2.50 each ($3.50 
by insured тай) and the 
sterling silver sells for $10.00 
each ($11.00 by insured mail 

and can be ordered from the 
Vanceburg 175th Birthday, Inc 

105 Railroad Street, Vanceburg 
Kentucky. 11179. Please send 
remittance with order 
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A Date In History 


June 2, INKS 

А group of young folks had а 
ride on a hand car, when it 
jumped the track. throwing 
Misses Maggie Sparks and 
Blanch Cottingham off the car 
which passed over them, tho 
neither of them suffered very 
severe injuries other than а bad 
scare. (Lewis Со Herald, Sep! 
2. 1948 








June 2, DSSS 

George Manchester was 
directing the Christian Church 
choir and bis tales as narrated 
in this issue beats anything the 
Marx Bros. ever did on the 
screen, One order was that 
there will be по Тора 
chewing and peanut ea 
lonight, and ne going fo sleep 

I wasn't asleep." оле member 
retorted Well мі was the 
matier with vo Го 
Bullock VSI irunk 

ноп A reference is made 
to Tom Fitch's split second 





valeh The editor John 5 
Mavilv, seems 19 have been in 
the choir but finally decided 
that they would never learn to 

й апа q Lewis ( 
Herald, Sep! 1948 
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Early Vanceburg 


Iwas at the Ohio Salt Works that winter. They were opened іп 
the fall, There were first 3 or 4 wells dug, all in a few rods of 
rd. Joseph Vance. and John Heath 
hat were dug. there, somewhere bet- 
е water not proving so good as they 
expected. they all joined together and dug a big well about 
the center of the Lick, 10 feet square, and when they had 
gotten about 10 feet, they found a black walnut log, laying 
right acrossowhich they never cut out, but dug a little lower, 
and found good water. This was worked a good while: till the 
wood became scarce. They then built a furnace on the river, 
aand carried the water in pipes, and got wood by way of the 
river. 

In digging the pits for the furnaces a great quantity of corn 
cobs were found buried in the earth, imbedded by the drift 
and rains probably. They жеге, old. not perfect, but had the 
remains still, and earthenware like our common pottery 
pes came into the lick after the works 














ware. Several buf 
were begun. 

All remains of the old salt works are now gone. Suppose 
they were removed. I was there in the winter of 1794, when 
the works were first commenced. 





Boyd mentions that John Heath was one of the men who 
first worked а! the salt wells. John Heath was not a per- 
manent resident of Lewis County. He died in Mason County in 
the summer of 1813 and much of the estate was in Lewis 
County. His land was on Salt Lick and Kinniconick Creeks. 
Israel Thomas statedpat he bought part of Heath's land from 
the heirs and gave consent for William Heath and Isaac 
Halbert to make salt there. Since Heath's land was originally 
а part of Orr and Fowler's survey. it must have been very 
clase to some of the earliest salt wells 


VANCEBURG IS LAID OUT 
Ж With all the activity around the salt wells on Salt Lick 
Creek, it is not unusual a town would soon be established 
Alexander Keith Marshall, son of Colonel Thomas Marshall 
of Washington, Kv.. had applied for a patent for the land on 
both sides of Salt Lick Creek and fronting on the Ото River 
His patent was to extend back to the hills { 








Marshall thought he had a clear title to his 200-acre survey 
хо. on June 30. 1797. he sold to Mose Baird and Joseph С 
Vance a tract of 55 acres on the east bank ol Salt Lick Creek 
Baird and Vance soon afterwards laid out а town, which they 
called Vanceburg and began selling lots to interested per 
sons. А few years later, however, Marshall learned that 
dreadful error had been made. He did not have à clear title to 
the land after all. When he received a clear title, he, then, had 
fo make а and they, in 
turn. had to ma to the persons who had bought 




















ettlement with Baird and Vance 
valid d 





he dots 


y 





inccburg got off toa bad start For many, many years 


the owners of the lots in Vanceburg were in litigation to 


ho really owned them. Joseph С. Vance died in the 
meantime and Mose Baird moved to Adams County, Ohio 
making i! very difficult to obtain testimony as to whom they 
had sold lots 


decide w 





This may have been опе of the reasons that Vanceburg was 
nat chosen as the county seat until 1863. Clarksburg about 
four miles south on Salt Lick Creek. was the county seat until 


il was moved to Vanceburg | 


The town grew very slowly. Many of the persons who 
hough! lots simply farmed them, and the town mainly served 
аз а landing place for persons coming to the Salt Works or 


going la Clarksburg Some of the old lawsuits tell of persons 





raising crops of corn, oats, Пах and potatoes on the town lots 
twi 





ars after the town was laid out. Another suit reveals 
Ihe slow growth of the town. when some individuals who were 
living in town complained of others slaughtering their hogs 
there. Most likely the reason for the towns slow growth was 
Ihr fact that there had been so much question over the 
ownership of the land that most people were afraid to invest 
nuch money in buildings until the question was settled 
In the 1849's. Vanceburg began 10 lake on the арреага пес 
James Carr built his 
which is now at the 
here the “Old Mill 
remnants of this 
landing at the foot fo Main 
the old well that was in the back vard of the tavern 
and the old locust trees 


4 а town. Sometime near this date 
lavern fronting on the river on lot 12 


corner of Main and Front Sttreet 






stands There are two things left 
memorable tavern and the 
Street 


which James Carr set out in 1842 


һауе many "descendants" on this lol 9° 


James Carr's tavern was, perhaps. the best known spot in 
Vanceburg for many years. Ht was а! this place that Larkin 
Liles. ar 





markable backwoodsman, committed “mayhem 
witha certain Mr Campbell in the 1830's. Since Liles bit off 
Campbell's lip. he was tried before the Lewis County court 
and sentenced to one year in the penitentiary. William 
Beverly Parker (called "Red Buck" Parker), the sheriff of 
Lewis County, gave Liles permission to walk overland to 
Frankfort. while he took а boat to Maysville and a coach to 
Lexington and Frankfort. When Parker arrived in Frankfort 
Liles was waiting with Governor Clark. The governor was so 
impressed with Liles” integrity that he pardoned him and 
sent him back home ‘ti 
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uneral Jubitation. 


v ours] ата fumily are respectfully 
œ. invited to attend the Funeral of 
William B. Parker, 
From the residence of T. А. Ball, this 
Thursday,) Afternoon, at 2 a'vlock, 
Funeral Services by the Rev. С. Keys 
Maysrille, Ky., Der. Jrd 1868. 


ме ——————— 


An invitation to the funeral of Sheriff “Red Buck 
Parker. It was Sheriff Parker who gave permission for 
Larkin Liles to walk overland to Frankfort to serve his 


sentence in the penitentiary. 








In relating. tx 


from the founding of Vanceburg. It is fitting that we identify 


the two persons who laid out the town 


Mose Baird. who helped lay out the town, did not settle ir 


Lewis County permanently 


Adams County, Ohio, Baird was born near Lancaster 


Pennsylvania, January 3, 1762. His father, James 


came from Londonderry, Ireland, and his mother, a Mi 


Brown, came from Ireland too 


Mose Baird married Mary Adams, July 5, 1787, at Lan 


caster, Pennsylvania 
Robert, Margaret 
James А. John А 


and they had the following childrer 
Alexander, Elizabeth, Polly. Newton 


Joseph С V.. Harvey, Harriett А 


Chamber. and Susan А Moses Baird died November 1. 1841 


and his wife died April 13, 1835. They are buried in the 
ehurehyard of the Sandy Springs, Ohio. 
Church, just across the Ohio River [rom Vanceburg ‘+ 


У Joseph C. Vance 


father of Governor 


for whom the town was named, was the 
Joseph Vance, of Ohio. Vance was 
nember of Colonel Morgan's rifle regiment in Virginia ar 


erved throughout the Revolutionary War 





After peace was 


restored he moved to Western Pennsylvania where Joseph 
Vance was born March 21, 1786. The place of his birth was 


Catfish now Washington. Washington County, Penns 
In 1788. Joseph € 


vivania 


Vance brought his family and property 


down the Ohio River on а flat boat. He located for awhile at 





May's Lick. Mason County. During the 1790's he lived near 
the salt works a! the town which was later named for him. Ir 
1901. he moved near Clifton, Ohio, and four years later moved 
10 Urbana. His son. Joseph Vance, as a child was employed ir 
cutting wood For use in the salt making on Salt Lick Creek. He 
became governor of Ohio in 1837 

About 1814, Joseph Calvin Vance, died near Urbana, Ohio. 
iving the David 


Taylor) and Bridget '' 








following heirs: John 
Samucl, William Moses В 


Joseph, Jane 


Baird and Vance selected a picturesque site for a town - a 
place which Captain Harry Gordon in 1766 had described as 
а pretty cove.” These two men probably never dreamed of 
all the problems that would arise over the lots sold there 
though, Then, too, the street which they laid out so carefully 
to parallel the river slid out into the Ohio River in 1862 taking 
with it most of the buildings and the street from Main Street 
10 Salt Lick Creek 

(Ме wish to acknowledge at this time our indebtedness to 
Wilham € Dugan of  Vanceburg with 
collaborated in writing this article. Mr 


w hom we 
Dugan, after the 
ve the old file boxes cor 
taining the lawsuits, which had been covered by 





1937 flood, took great time to preser 


water at that 

time. Had it not been for his efforts in preserving them, our 

loss would have been truly great 
NOTE - The above part of Dr 


reprinted from the April, 1966 issue of THE REGISTER 


Volume 64, Number 2, as published by the Kentucky 
Historical Society 


Talley's article was 


шіні the arrestor of Willa ^u 






rot Oed ts ol Arman Номи Wim C Dusan anf i Ше 
гои Одні» Lewis, Р 
non Ift 1014 The suit states that Alex К М. h - > ; 


John Marshal rve 
d Aleanidey [). С Y 


^ 





" G MeDowell har 








* incidents, we have departed somewhat 


bul moved across the river to 


Baird 


Presbyterian 


Decendant Of 
City’s Founder 


Visits Here 


Mrs Mary Baird Cun 
ningham Bluefield Hills 
Michigan, and Mrs. Fielden H 
Yost Ann Arbor Michigan 
were guests last Thursday of 
Mr George Barkley and 
daughter, in the county, and 
Friday called on Mrs. Emma 
Willim and Mrs. Doris Johnson 
Mrs Cunningham is the 
daughter of the late Charles 
Baird, and а 


granddaughter of Mose Maird 


great-great 


who with Joseph Vance 
founded 
They visited the farm of Mrs 


loe. west of town, once owned 


Vanceburg in 1797 


by her grandfather, the late 1 
B. Baird; also the Sandy Spring 
Cemetery where Mose Baird 
and others of the family are 
buried, and the local Christian 


Church, to which her father 





ve the beautiful stained glass 
windows in the Sunday School 
annex, (Lewis County Herald 


May IN, 1950 


A Date In History 





April 7, 1888 
Dr. Clark had lled a 
ict í r 1; г kt 
mi м и new | gled dr К 
called a “Milk Shake A b 
came i d asked if Doe couk 
fix up a dose of castor оп { 
"а couldn'! laste. Doc fixed 
up a drink which !he bo 
low ned и" 1% re 
Aft 1 und m« 
sked abo 
WI Y ir к le 
led 7 
i 14 Со Herald, А 
lune 2. 188 
A corre m 
i! ( K 
ШІП 
сім ‹ һе road; k 
hit became of the turnpike 
ішім Ipp be bu 
We heard related recently tha 
оаа of tobacco left Black Oak 
herore day! ind did not ge 
Vaneebur пег к 
Lewis Co. Herald, Sept H 
Jan. 22, 1*HN 
After an uninterrupted 
peration in one family for one 
hundred and thir х years 
ін à i е Va 
ceburg Sandy Sp Ferr 
the pha i i called 
! 1 Mr F 
! k (iceepted а 
position in Block T 1 
It will be remembered that 
the automobile flat wa Md 
eral weeks ago We ur 
lerstand that the franchise 
ог sale, and trust tha me 
мау may be found reume full 
ervice. which orely needed 
bv residents of no little in 
portance to Vanceburg busine 
men 


May 16. 1877 
The Steamer Poutomac blew 
out à eviinder head while lar 
ding here ind was landed 


finally by the Bonanza 





Old Mill Lan 


A truly historic spot in 
Vanceburg. It was built in 1865 
by Wm. C. Halbert, father of 
former Circuit Judge Wm. C 
Halbert. Jr., (1855-1831) and 
John P. McAndrews. In the 
early 18705, Wm. Birley, 
wealthy gentleman who, with 
other extensive interests and 
investments, operated a large 
flouring mill in Parkersburg, 
W. Va, hearing tales of the 
wonderful fishing on Кіп- 
niconick, visited the scene and 
found that the reports of the fine 
fishing had not been 
exaggerated. in fact, һе was so 
impressed with the town and 
environments that he sold his 
mill in Parkersburg, and 
purchased the mill from 
Halbert & Andrews. His life 
story was not without romance. 
Не was engaged to a beautiful 
girl in Parkersburg, a sister of 
the late Jas. Gardner, who will 
be remembered by the older 
people. Stricken with typhoid 
fever, usually fatal іп those 
days. the girl, realizing that she 
was dying. called her fiance to 
her bedside, and extracted a 
promise that “he would always 
look after Jimmy.” He never 
married thereafter, and when 
he moved to Vanceburg, he 
brought the young man wit! 
him, where he afterward 
became the husband of Jane 
Rowley 

Іп 1898 John Hiner joined Mr 
Gardner and the firm of Hiner & 
Gardner started a long career 
at the old mill, Mr. Birley 
retiring, dying kin 1916. Mr 
Gardner survived his old friend 
by only a few months, after 
which L. M. Stricklett, former 
Егосегу operator, became а 
partner in the firm. Smaller 
flouring milis, like tanyards and 
other such enterprises were on 





Taken in 1898, left to right: John Hiner, Will 
driving. George (Tar Heel) McNeal, Lee Ruark, I 





ғ 7 қт? 








he 


«азы. te. 
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dmark For 1 
^ 


* 
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The old Mill about 1875. On far right, Wm. Barley, 
owner. man on platform unknown, on his left James 
Gardner. Pete Oliver Kelley on horse, next two unknown, 
tall man with hands in pocket is Lan Sanders, next to 


their way out, and the old steam 
and milling equipment was 
discarded and a small gasoline 
motor ground corn and feed 
Mr. Hiner died about 1924. In 
1927, J. D. Redden acquired the 
property for Dugan and Harper 


Cox, 
Hugh 


Hodge, and (behind dray wheel) thought to be Jas, S. 








who removed the two top stories 
from the building, which із it's 
present form. When W. W 
Dugan retired from active 


business and the partnership 
liquidated, the title was vested 
in his son, W. С Dugan. 


Gardner, The 


old w 
Ніскіе hors: SUM іні 


es and mules 


01 Years 


ЕД 








him, with white shirt front, Thos. С. Ingrim, on his right 
Thos. H. Carter. Others in picture unknown. (W. ( 


Dugan collection.) 


The premises is not without 
historic interest, The original 
land grant was held by Thomas 
Marshall, who seems 10 һауе 
held warrants for practically all 
the lands between Tygart 
Creek, at South Shore, Ky.. and 









2 (wPPlying wai 


ter 
: €. Dugan Collection) 


for Walt 


what is now Ма 
mile west of fow 
McKinney's r 
located. From him it pa 
his son Alexand 
Marshall, from | 
Baird and Josep! 

them to John G. McD« 
granted 
franchise fro 
Sandy Spr 








was 


g 
(the same 
Кепуог 
Ohio to Ke 
owner s¢ 
Carr, fa 
Carr, of 





Carter, a 
He was the 
focust tre 
Which car 
line of the p 
Say he be 
Might with Je 
who apparently ow 
Just below i 1 
where the big fla 
in the for 
the Larkin Lile t 
fight occurred 

the tall smokestack м 
the val, used te 
lor flour t 





Durgan Parker tell 
scalded to death 


Yes. the old mi 
history, and 
beams and | 
Was constructed 
ако. bids fair to still be 
for awhile, unles 
foreseen c alamity 





In. the 
Register 
Kentucky 


April issue of 
publicatior 
Historical 

there will appear a п 
detailed history ot early \ 
Seburg and its pioneers. (Lewis 
County Herald 
1966.) 





February 21 





L. to R.: Soc Parker, Will Fitch, E. B. Webster, А, Н. Parker, 
Thos. Fitch. Judge J. R. Garland, Judge Wm. €. Halbert. Judge 
Samuel J. Pugh. Robert D. Wilson. Jim Wood, J. Н. McElhaney, — 
. Morgan Thomas, А. W. (Gosh) Eaton, 
unknown, Dr. J. M. Wells (in сар), the negro boy was а Williams. 


Robb, Judge G 


This unusually good, and 
historically most valuable, 
picture of the old Court House is 
something that should be cut out 
and kept by all who are in- 
terested in Lewis County. This 
was the second Court House 
that served Lewis County 
From the county's organization 
in 1807, the court used a room in 
the log cabin of Okie Hen- 
drickson at Poplar Flat, about a 


George H. 
Co. 


Men’s And Student Shop 





` The Old Court 


mile off the Concord-Tollesboro 
road as it is today. When the 
county seat was moved to 
Clarksburg in 1810, the court 
house, a two-story log structure, 
was built on the lot abutting the 
brick residence of Mrs Lucy 
Himes. This served until the 
county seat Was moved to 
Vaneeburg in 1864, and the 
Legislature appointed John C 
Ingrim, Fred M. Carr, and John 


Frank 


T: 
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House, Built 1864-65 


—— NA 


à 


= 





them 


Thomas Parker as a com 
mission tolet a contract to build 
а new Court House. The 
buildings were finished in 1865 
al the cost of $25,000, which 15 
the one shown in this picture. It 
was built by a Mr. Flora (rom 
Bracken County. This picture 
was made between 1882 and 
1886, which we know by some of 
the pictures of various county 
officers who were in office at 


COMPLIMENTS OF 


These were identified 30 years ago by the late Jas. Rowley, L. M 
Stricklett, and А. M. (Cell) Plummer, all of whom were adults when 
this picture was made, and personally knew each and everyone of 
(Lewis County Herald Photo? 


that period 


1 Date In History 


The Court House June 9, 1888 


nonument 


was dedicated іп 1886, looks The new f 


road was 
quite new, and it is à fair guess tar! running ! n Ju 
that this was the year this Its 11 was then the Mays 
picture was taken © Bi Sandy Railroad J. W 
Mathewson told us some time 
It served the county well for since thal he started working 


74 years, when it was razed in 


around that time on the Ashland 
1938 and the present building Division, going to Dower and 
erected from there lo Vanceburg 


Central Supply 


WALDREN 
FURNITURE 


Visit Us For Your 
Lighting Fixture 


And Electrical Requirements 


ROUTE 4 - HIGHWAY 10 EAST 


28 West 2nd Street 
MAYSVILLE, KY. 


MAYSVILLE, KY. 





632 FOREST AVENUE 
MAYSVILLE, KY. 


/ 
i 






175th Birthday Edition. Page 16 


Link With The Past 


Omer Cadwallader holds the reins of his prize team, while some Quicks Run mud, 
still wet, shows clearly on the wheel spokes. Standing in wagon is W. С. Dugan, Walter 
Hickle, standing behind the wagon, and Jas. Horsley, hat in hand. In the background is 
the Ohio River, with one of the landmarks, the pine tree just above Mr. Horsley being 
one of the familiar group on the Kenyon farm just across the river. Cadwallader and 
the team will be one of the features in the historic parade during the June Ist, 2nd and 
ard. The team was standing behind the OLD Hiner & Gardner Mill at the intersection of 
Front and Main Street. (W. С. Dugan Collection) 


The above two photos were furnished by the members 
of the Ralph P. Gulley Family. Mr. Gulley begar 
working in the blacksmith business while a boy in his 
father’s shop near the mouth of Holly in Lewis Count) 
The shop was moved to Grassy and Mr. Gulley became 
an experienced blacksmith. About 1918, he bought out the 
Bill Grote shop on Second Street in Vanceburg w here a 
part of the present Goodwin Pontiac and Chevrolet 
Garage is located, Later, he moved to the Dugan 
property just below the Old Mill at Front and Main 


Union Monument Historical 


Marker Installed At Vanceburg 


(Lewis County Herald, Sept 
10, 1964) 

A Kentucky Highways 
Hostorical Marker has been 
installed on the Cour! House 
vard at Vanceburg. in Lewis 
county marking the only spot in 
the entire Southland to have а 
Union monument. The in- 
scription on the marker reads 


"The only Union 
monument South of the Mason 


as follows 


Dixon line erected by public 
subscription except those in 
cemeteries. This unique 


memorial was dedicated in 1884 
to the 1 7 Lewis county soldiers 
who gave their lives for the 
Union cause during the Civil 
War." 


Geo. M. Plummer, Lewis 


County Chairman of the 


markers program said a formal 


dedication of the monument 


would be held in the near future 
апа stated this marked the third 
historical marker to be erected 
in the county 


Streets and remained there until 1935 when he relocated 
on Lexington Avenue in the building pictured above. The 
house, the home of the Gulley Family, pictured here was 
built in 1883 and was at the side of the blacksmith shop 
and can be seen in the left side of the picture. After the 
1937 flood the house was moved to higher ground at the 
rear of the lot as pictured in the photo. Mr. Gulley stands 
in front of his shop and the time was about 1935 ` He was 
one of the last blacksmiths in business in this community 
and closed the shop in 1939. The home was later sold to 
the Henry Smith Family and was torn down in 1971 and 


replaced by a trailer home. 


-— —— —— —— —— —— — — — 


| 
| 


-Á AED E ча» 


and now the 





TOBACCO SOL ARI 





МУУ Ках кА 


CONGRA TULA TIONS 


To A Good Neigbbor 


175tb Anniversary 


—. —— ——— ec هه ——— جه‎ es es es ae = سه‎ — 
— — — — 


Standard Tobacco Company 
Incorporated 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
i 
| 
| 


1750 Birthday Edition, Page 11 


lectric Light Plant Started In 1897 


The father of electrical 
history in Vanceburg was 
Ernest C. Applegate (1866- 
1922). Of his once large family, 
only two children remain, Mrs 
Thelma Bailey of Kaycee 
Wyoming, and Mrs Anna 
Applegate of Vanceburg Mr 
Applegate was а born 
mechanical genius, and à 
musician. Born in the Poplar 
Fiat neighborhood of Lewis 
County, the son of William and 
Lida Rowland Applegate he 
established his home іп Van- 
ceburg shortly after his 
marriage to Miss Anna Adams 
in 1891. He was а member of the 
old (perhaps the first will be a 
better description) Alum City 
Band which was active during 
the 1890's under the direction of 
W. F. Frizzell. This was before 
the second band under the 
management of Geo. Willim in 
the early 190018 which many 
older residents still remember, 
and of which one member is 
now living — Dr. Arthur Hen- 
thorn of St. Johns, Mich 

Mr. Applegate had a watch 
repair and jewelry department 
in the Opera House Drug store 
in the 90's, first during the 
ownership of Dr. T. S. Clark and 
his brother, John L. Clark, then 
with J. R. Pugh as a partner 
and lasily under the ownership 
of Chas. W. Hammond. This 
store was destroyed in the grea! 
"apera house fire' on Dec 22nd 
1914 

Mr. Applegate had never had 
xperience with electricity 














but had read everything he 
could lay hands on regarding it 
He could also decipher and read 
the most complicated blue-print 

as the average man 
could read the weather news in 
the daily newspaper. With the 


approbation of Мг. Hammond 
he began a number of 
periments which finally 
culminated in 1897 with a small 
dynamo operated by а gasoline 
engine іп a small room in the 
rear of Henry C. Bruces’ (now 
Wilson's store. The experiment 
was successful and a few bulbs 
were lighted by the new 
process. Next the line was 
strung through Bruce's store. И 
did the work. Then à line was 
run across Market Street to 
Hammond's store (which was in 
the eastern part of Martin's 


ex 


Super Marke! today) The 
problem was solved. He could 
make electricity work in 
Vanceburg as well as they could 
in New York or Chicago. Then 
the citizens began to wake up 
and take notice. In December 
1897 Polar Star Lodge named à 
committee to ascertain the cost 
of six electric lights in their hall 
over Gus Voiers' store. Others 
signed up for the service and the 
emancipation from the old coal 
oil lamps and their smoking 
chimneys and fumes 

In the spring of 1899 the 
Vanceburg Electric Heat and 
Power Company was organized 
with G. W. Stamper 
President, Dr. Chas B. Adams, 
Superintendent, and J. W 
Mathewson, Secretary and 
Treasurer, This plant was 
located adjoining Mr. Hodge's 
saw mill, which was located 
between the railroad and the 
river just east of town and back 
of what is now Applegate's 
Drive-in, Mr. Hodge was а 
stockholder and a prime force 
in the original organization of 
the project. The boiler of the 
saw mill furnished the power to 
run the dynamo during the night 
hours. Then no one dreamed of 
operating a light company 
except аПет dusk and closing 
down every morning at 
daybreak. This plant soon 
oulgrew facilities, and in 
steam plant was built on 


as 


its 















the present 

есігіс office is 

ront Street above 

Court. Dr. Adams did not live to 
ec his work completed, but 
lied suddenly іп 1903. It was 
>n that other G. P 

Uncle Bert! Adams stepped 
into his brother's place 
ilte technically һе knew 


thing of the business. For that 


natter, neither did anyone else 
Mr. Applegate under 
whose direction the new plant 
was built and put in operation 
Around 1914-1915 a Mr. L. € 

Bierne located here as super 
visor of a great boundry of 
timber known as the "Postal 
Tract," and who was interested 
іп various business projects, 
including a large peach orehard 
near the top of Vanceburg Hill 
toward Kinney. The plant had 
not long before started 
manufacturing to occupy 


excep 


ice 
the 


daylight hours, and seeing à 
good thing Mr Bierne 
managed to buy the entire 


system (гот the stockholders 
He continued operations thru 
World War 1 when coal was 
hard to secure and government 
operations restrictions then, 
always, a big headache About 
1930 he sold the system to, the 
Texas-Louisiana Power 
Company, which w hile it 
doubtless operated with à 
profit, did so with a great deal ol 
worry to itself and at much of 
the time at loggerheads with the 
public 

In 1938 a movement started 
for the city to acquire its own 
light system by buying out the 
Texas-Louisiana Power Co 
with money raised by selling 
bonds secured by mortgage on 
the plant and lines. The vast 
majority of citizens and the 
council backed this proposition, 
but the Mayor John Mann 
having had years of solvent city 
administration was loathe to go 
in debt. Things came to such ап 
impasse that Mr. Mann, then at 
the start of an illness that was to 
claim his life within a short 
time, resigned. Council met and 
reluctantly accepted Mr 
Mann's resignation, and elected 
W. С. Dugan, then City Attorney 
to fill the unexpired office, Mr 
Dugan was at the time on the 
upper reaches of the Kanawha 
River bul was finally reached а! 
a lock by phone and after a talk 








with City Clerk John A 
Hallsted, agreed to accept tH 
office. Within a few days after 
he was able to reach home. lhe 
deal was concluded, the bond 
signed and sold at a good figure 
and a Board of Utility Com 


missioners, as provided by law 


for the operation of city owned 
plant were appointed by 
council and took over. The first 
board was Sam ( Johnson 
Kival Pugh, and Dr, Clark 


Pennington. The former is still 
serving the city afler 22 years of 
service with honor to himself 
and to the general satisfaction 


of the citizens, Twenty-two 
years has wilnessed О L 
Mullikin, Leland Cook, W. С 


Cox, Ralph Davis Sr 
Love 


William 
and James Kelly serving 
on the board al various times, 
Ше present members 

Messrs. Johnson, Kelly, 


being 
and 


We manufacture 6,000 


Love vith Mr. Mullikir 


Secretary 


Since the purchasing of the 
electric system, the City Water 
Works has been merged with it 


with John A. Hallsted as the 
first manager which he 
assumed in addition to his 
duties as city clerk. In 1957 


when natural gas was brought 
to the city, John Н. (Tiny) Tolle 
was named manager of the Gas 
and Water Department. A 


master plumber as was his 
father before him, he has 
mastered the strict code of 


installation and 
provided by statute, and the 


operation аз 


constant check up of the State 
Department of Health has never 


failed to find everything in 
order. He is assisted by 
Lawrence Himes and James 
Hill 

Manager of the Electric 


System is Jesse Tolle, who has 


had a quarter of а century 5 





experience on the job. The of 
fice manager is Miss Helen 
Voiers who was in the office 
when the city acquired the 
system. Assisting her in the 
office work are Mrs. Mabel 
Kennard whose deceased 
husband preceded Jesse Tolle 
as manager, Brenda Irwin, and 
parttime tant Delilah 
Smit Line n are Willard 
Burton Don Burton, Geo 
Bloomfield, Herman  Moflord 
ind Leslie Johnson 


t article 


reprinted from the October 
26th 
County Herald 

As of May Ist 


present burg 


1 issue of 





Vance electric 


system has 2100 customers, 848 
within the city limits 
The 


month being 545 


1252 rural 






customers average per 


customer per 














KWH. Since the addition of the 
water, gas and sewer facilities 
the syst has grown to an 
income of one half iillion 
dollars. At present there аге 654 
gas customers 645 water 
customers, 39 Indian Hill water 
customers 450 
customers. The city supplies 
water for the Salt Lick Water 
District 

All utilities. of the city 


buildings and street lights are 
furnished free by the city owned 


utilities. This represents а 
savings in taxes of ар 
proximately $10,000.00 per year 
The combined utility system 
now has 19 employees 


A Date In History 


June 27, 197 
Phe first movie theatre, the 
call y “Nick І 
ргехеп taur uilding 
Second and M sirec 





The Steamer KLONDIKE operated between Rome and 
Portsmouth, Ohio, in the 1910-1914 era. She usually tied 
up Sundays at Vanceburg, where she is shown. head 
down, at the upper end of the wharfboat. (Mrs. Beulah 


Alexander and Walter J 


Watering 
Troughs 


concrete block everyday 


Boyd. Photo.) 
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Our 
County Officials 


Say 







JACK R. KIBBEY 


MERILL OSBORNE 
Commonwealth Attorney 


E. V. HOLDER, JR. 
County Judge 


County Attorney 


dM 


4% ж. 
“2 


Gaia 







ten әй 
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SHIRLEY A. HINTON HAROLD VOIERS 
| County Clerk Sheriff к EE 
( 





PAUL JORDAN 
Coroner 


BRUCE SWEARINGEN CL 
Circuit Court Clerk YDE APPLEGATE 


Photos by Chandler", 






5 Studio Jailer 


“Jim Crow" 


James Qualls 
Sept. 12, 1861 - Aug. 14, 1933 


И vou are hitting 40, or a little older, you will 
remember one of the city's favorite characters, jocularly 
known to his many friends as "Jim Crow." This coming 
Monday. the lith, marks the 34th anniversary of his 
death. The picture was taken in front of W. C. Cole's Drug 
Store at that time in the building between the Citizens- 
Deposit Bank and Hickle's Pool Room се his death, 
Jim has become a legendary local character. It would 
take a small book to record the many funny stories of his 
career. and Jim himself was as witty as the next, and 

when in a good humor, relished a joke on himself. It 
doesn't seem possible he been g 1 years, but one 
can safely say that no one has been able to fill his place 

Al the time of his death, he was living in what is now 1007 

Fast Second Street above the oil tanks, and was buried in 

Evans Cemetery on Slate Point by the Kimble Funeral 
whom he had made all his funeral 
arrangements before. (Lewis County Herald, Aug. 10, 
1957.) 












compliments of 


Fertilizer, Inc. 


Mason-Lewis Road Maysville, Ky. 


Trade Where 
Fertilizer Is Made 
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175th Birthday Celebration 


Events Schedule 


SUNDAY. JUNE 4 - Bertram Brown, Chairman. Sue Brown, Co 
Chairman, Open House in All Churches 

AFTERNOON - Basket Dinner, Gospel Singing, Assorted activities tor 
children—Fairgrounds. Window Display Judging 

5:30 Р.М. - Pageant. 


MONDAY, JUNE 5 - Hospitality Center & First Aid Station Opens on 
Courthouse Lawn 

6:00 P. M. - Ice Cream Social - City Park - Jaycees & Jaycettes, in Charge 

гін P.M. - Band Concert, City Park Lewis Co. High School 
“Millionaires” Stage Band & The Lewis Co. High School Million 


Dollar Band 


TUESDAY, JUNE 6 - Joe Harrison, Chairman, Gary hidwell, Alice 
Kidwell, Co-Chairmen. All Day School Sports Events - Central School 

6:00 Р.М. - Vanceburg Fire Dept. in charge, Harry Hester А Jr. Brewer 
Chairmen, Bicycle & Tricycle Races (5 age groups) - Courthouse 
sicycle Decoration Contest, Bicycle Safely Show (state Patrol 

5:00 P.M. - Rock Dance - Teens Who Care in Charge - Courthouse Block 


WEDNESDAY, JUNE 7 Ladies’ Day, Hazel Goodwin, Chairman 
СУМО, Art Show, Ed Taylor, Chairman - Methodist Church 
Flower Show, Ruth Heddleston - Chairman Methodist Church 
Ladies" Kadio Show - Khenda Bonner, Chairman 

6:00 P. M. - Demonstration by Vanceburg Fire Dept. - Courthouse 

1:30 P.M. - Ladies’ Basketball Game - Central School 


THURSDAY, JUNE SN- Businessmen' s Day. Ed Strong--( паган. Kadi 
Program. (Products Made or Produced in Area! 

кін, P.M, - Banjo & Fiddler's Contest - Courtho 
Courthouse Block 






Square Dance 


FRIDAY, JUNE 9 Contest Das-Courthouse--Mnold.— Robinson 
Chairman 

өлш P.M. - Beard Contest-- Local Barbers, Log Sawing--Kon Redden, Log 
Chopping-- Kon Redden, Nail Driving, Kon Redden, Husband Calling 
Mr. Strong, Hog Calling-Mr. Strong, Butter Churning-Mrs. Hart 
Candy Pulling—Mrs, Hart, Саке Baking-Mrs. Hart, Spelling Bee 
Mrs. Leoris McDaniel, Muzzle Loading Rifles-Don Staltord 

ui P.M. - Style Show--Methodist Church--Shirley Kidwell, Chairman 
Carol stanley & Lois Taylor, Co-Chairmen, Cleo Voiers, Advisor 


х 


SATURDAY, JUNE 10-Рағайс (10:00 А.М.), Dan Prickett, Chairman 
Floats, Antique Cars, Ete 

1.00 P.M. - Distinguished Guests & Old Timers” Day-Courthouse, Harry 
майога. Jr., Chairman, Oldest Resident (Man & Woman), Former 
Resident Bringing Largest Family, Person Coming From Farthest 
Distance, Et 

&:u0 PM. - Pageant - Central school, Fireworks -- Central school 

a Р.М. - Grand Ball--Courthouse Block 

In Case of Kain, the Sunday Mternoon Activities Will Be Held In the 
Lewis Co. High School Caleteria 

In Case of Rain, the Kock Dance Will Be Held Wednesday (Same інісі 
Same Place) 

Wards Committee- Mrs. Jane Plummer & Mrs. Maude Reeder 


KEGLEY MYLES BROWN 


OHIO VALLEY Appliance And Furniture DIST 


Living Room, Bedroom, Dining 
Room and Kitchen Furniture 
Frigidaire Refrigerators 
Ranges, Washers And 
Dryers and Air Conditioners 
Carpet And Cushion Floor 
Rugs, Hoover Sweepers 
and Scrubbers 
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OF MANY YEARS 


Time When You Are 
Maysville. 


231 MARKET STREET 


VANCEBURG, KY. MAYSVILLE, KENTUCKY 











































All Kinds of Fine Jewelry, 
Silverware, Glassware and 
Various Assorted Gifts From All 
Around the World. Stop in and 
Brouse Around at Your Leisure 
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The Larkin Liles Saga 


By W. С. Dugan 
William M. Talley 
And Amos Howard 
In the last one hundred years 
there have been several printed 
versions of the Larkin Liles 
saga. We are again trying to 
bring this interesting story to 
the public, differentiating which 
is fact and which is tradition 
The first information we have 
been able to find on the Liles 
family is that they are of 
French-Hugenots descent and 
seemed to have settled in North 
Carciina, where a great many 
of the French-Hugenots settled 
when arriving from France. In 
checking the 1790 census of 
North Carolina, we find seven 
Liles families living there at 
that time, There were also 
several families of Lyles and 
Lisles 
Information handed down to 
Amos Howard, whose mother 
was Rebecca Liles, was that 
about the year 1800, which was 
seven years before Lewis 
County was made a county, that 
one Henry Liles, Sr., emigrated 
from the state of North Carolina 
to Lewis County. We do not 
know the name of Henry Liles 
wife, but some of the descen- 
dants state they have heard 
from older relatives that she 
was of Indian descent 
Henry Liles, Sr., lived but a 
short time after his arrival. He 
is buried in the Arkanall 
Cemetery, eleven miles south оГ 
anceburg of Ky 59, close to 





Ше bank of Kinniconick. Henry 
Liles, Sr., left four sons and two 
daughters, Henry (who was 
nick-named Jay-Bird), Larkin, 
Wiliam T., James, Harriett, 
and Elizabeth. The Liles 
descendants differ аз 10 
whether those were blood 
daughters of Henry Liles, 5г., or 
adopted daughters, raised by 
tim. Others have been told by 
their forebearers that William 
T. Liles was not a Liles, but was 
а young man who traveled with 
the family as they came from 
North Carolina to Kentucky and 
took their name. It was nothing 
unusual in the old days for a 
young man to join himself to a 
party traveling to other places 
and after having lived with 
them began to be referred to by 
the rest of the community as 
one of the family and addressed 
by the family name 

In former published stories 
Larkin Liles has been referred 
to as “Jay-Bird” Liles, but this 
is compleely erroneous. This 
nick-name belongs to Henry 
Liles, Jr., the brother of Larkin 

Henry (Jay-Bird) Liles, Jr., 
married Elizabeth Burris, Jan 
7. 1824, in Lewis County, and 
settled on Spy Run, later 
moving to Leatherbelly Branch 
of Kinniconick 

Larkin Liles married Mary 
(Polly) Plummer, daughter of 
Nelson Plummer, Jan, 31, 1829 
in Lewis County. This set of 
Plummers were not the Lewis 
County Plummers, who came 


from the vicinity of Mt. Carmel 
in Fleming County, Nelson 
Plummer's family was of the 
group that settled around 
Plummers Landing and 
Plummers Mills in Fleming 
County. Contrary to other 
published stories, Larkin Liles 
and Mary (Polly) Plummer had 
no children. They settled on a 
farm opposite the mouth of 
Straight Fork on Kinniconick, 
known as the Uncle Bud Cooper 


place, now 11962) owned by 
Lloyd Kiser 
Wiliam T. Liles married 


Mary Johnson, August 28, 1829, 
in Lewis County, and settled 
near the mouth of Quick's Run, 
опа farm known аз the old Buck 
Stalcup place, now owned by the 
Love family 

Tradition says that 
Liles stopped over on the 
Kentucky River near Win 
chester, and never came to 
what is now Lewis County. One 
of the family informs us that 
one of his descendants, Harvey 
Liles, is still (1962) living in 
Winchester, Kentucky 

One of the girls mentioned 


James 


heretofore, Harriett, married 
John W. McKinney. She is 
buried in the old abandoned 


graveyard beside the Tannery 
Church of Christ, which used to 
be the Tannery Schoolhouse 
Hef gravestone shows that she 
died Aug. 25, 1861, at the age of 
68, which would make her date 
of birth the year of 1793. Тһе 
late magistrate John 


DICKERSON 


FUNERAL HOME 


205 - 2nd Street 


Vanceburg, Ky. 


EUGENE DICKERSON, Owner 
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McKinney, and his son, Orville 
McKinney, are descendants 


The other girl, Elizabeth, 
according to Amos Howard 
married W. M. O'Connell, She 
was buried in а private 


cemetery along the side of Town 
Branch, a short distance above 
the Kinney road 
We understand 
Ша! а few years ago, that the 
graveyard was accidentally 
bull-dozed'" over inasmuch as 
there were no monuments in it 
and completely grown over 
We will take up the 
children of Henry (Jay-Bird) 
He had four sons: John 
M., (born Nov. 22, 1834, died 
Mar. 17, 1914), who married 
Edith Stone (born Nov. 23, 1842. 
died 1920); Basil Liles (born 
Mar. 10, 1825, died Mar. 16 
1907), married Nancy Lewis 
who died Mar. 15, 1901, age 
69); Henry Liles, (born Apr. 19 
1828, died Apr. 27 
married Survilla Ann Mc 
Daniel, (born Mar. 4, 1834, died 
Oct. 19, 1889); James Liles, who 
married Rebecca Stafford 
John M. and wife are 
buried at the Stone Cemetery 
Basil and wife are buried at the 
Maddy Red 
Brush, and Hen es and W 


buried іп 


where now 


(1962) crosses. 


now 


Liles 


1906 


Goodwin 


Graveyard 


near 








the Lil 
Cemetery near Camp Dix 
The children of John М. and 
Edith Stone Liles were 1 
Willim, who died 
James Jim 
married Nora 


are 








young, (2 
Tweezer 
Hampton 


who 


Mur 


phy; (3) John Basil (called В 
died about the age of 25; (4 
Robert married 
Morgan э) Granville, who 
та Belle Morgan, (6 
Elizabeth married 
Preston Rayburn; (7 
who married 
Kilgalir 
Cooper 8 


who Cora 





ried 
who 
Clorinda 
Bartley 
1, Wyatt 
Abigail 


first 
and secon 


who 





married Thomas Coope 

















































The children of Basi and 
Nancy Lewis Liles were 
Columbus who married 
Rosetta Maddy 2) James 
Nicholas (born М: 19, 1854 
lied Маг. 15, 1891) who married 
Louella Berry, daughter of Dr 
Berr Quincy Pete 

ied first, Lizzie Bru 

Mary Howard 
Mary who marrie 
Sullivan Edward E 
July 23 2, died Jan. 19 
and is buried beside the Tar 
nery ( 6) Sophia who 
marrie Lewis; (7) John 
Mayes 
will гет 
leacher 
born 18 
McCalley, and His 
nickname was 

The Idren аг 
Survilla McDaniels 1. ٤ 
I William Тік 
married Laura 
Wadsworth ^ 
Mintie- Blanker 1 

twins, James Houston, who 
married Lela Chafin, and 
George, who married lucy 





Continued on page 
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| Тһе Larkin Liles Saga (Continued from page 21) 


trouble. His deer and wild turkeys. Among 

Martin, birth and death are lost to So far as — — was hunting Мэ hunting companions vas tn 
Cooper, oblivion. We again wish lo evidence shows informa сін on Kinniconickat high sherik о! бем» Count 
bers of the and the wi 4 c ›аг} 

daughter of Joe Cooper; (6) e tied. Dui vn anded апе Liles apparently that time abounded in all kinds William B. (Red Buck) Parke 


Mary, be @ =ч a brother. lived a normal and carefree Ше, of game, including bears and (Continued on page 2): 
married James B. Howard, the кили ; X 
parents of Amos Howard whose 4 d d 


efforts have helped make this 
manuscript possible; (8) Josie, 
who married William Vergne: 
(9) Nancy Elizabeth, who 
married Josiah Goodwin, (10) à 
son, Basil, died young, (11) and 
a daughter, who died young 

James Liles, who married 
Rebecca Stafford Goodwin, had 
no children. 

Henry (Jay-Bird) Liles, in 
contrast to his brother, Larkin, 
seemed to be a jovial and happy 
person. Several versions are 
given as to how he got the name 
Jay-Bird. A descendant tells us 
that he had protruding heel 
bones, which during the sum- 
mer months, when all boys went 
bareíoot, the other boys said 
looked like a jay bird's foot and 
began calling him Jay-Bird for 
a nick-name Another 
descendant says that a favorite 
ditty which he was constantly 
singing had words to the effect 

"A Jaybird sat on a swinging 
limb, I cocked my bow and split 
his shin. 

This most happy fellow lived 
to be almost one hundred years 
old and was buried on the top of 
a high hill near the church 
building at Armstrong. The 
cemetery is known as the Arm- The drug store of Dr. T. S. Clark and John L. Clark, 
strong Cemetery Amos which was in the upper half of the present (1972) Martin's 





unidentified, Ernest C. Applegate. The date was 1592 


— Building destroy i 
Howard has erected a stone to Super Market. Left to right, (the boys unknown) John L. seen yed by fire Dec. 23, 1914. (W. C. Dugan 


his memory, but the dates of his Clark, Joe E. Pugh, next unidentified, Dr. T. S. Clark, 
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nts will remember 
{ home" just 
f Vanceburg on old 
D. As а young man, 
was a nàlive of 
yunty, built this 
lodge overlooking the 
Кз and where he was 
many famous hunters 
frequent visitor to the 
n Liles home and like his 
not above enjoying the 
owl before a roaring 
their return from à 
t; and there sprang up 
the two men à warm 
whieh lasted until 
Liles’ repuation for 
honesty was well 
Descendants say that he 
а liar worse than апу 
. The phrase, “his 
із his bond" was 
with him, and none 
| better than the high 


But, it was evidently written 
е stars that he was not to 


this peaceful 
. On Мау 21, 1836, 
Liles came (о Van- 


z and proceeded to the 
| which was operated, 
to some people, by 
Redden, while others 
I was operated by James 
This tavern stood on the 
г bank at the foot of Main 
where the present 
known as the Old Mill 

(1962) The site of the 
кетті itself long ago slipped 
lo the river, but there is yet in 
а well of excellent water, 









Maysville, Ky. 


The Larkin Liles 


which was in the back yard of 
the old tavern, 


While in the tavern, Liles 
became involved in а соп 
troversy with one Edward 


Campbell, and being ordered off 
the premises by the landlord, a 
rough-and-tumble, bite-and 
gouge fight ensued. The writer 
was shown the spot by А. Н 


Parker, father of Atty. Harvey 
Parker, Jr., who in turn was 
shown it by his father, Seth 
Parker, à former Lewis County 
sheriff, and à witness to the 
hght. It was what is now the 


Main Street 
the old 


middle of just in 


front of where well is 
toda v 
THE 


Іп those 


days, such ап en 


was the delight of the 
idler 


witness it and to participe 


counter 


village and he ran 





its excitement, without the fear 
of a stray bullet or an accider 
thrust of a knife 


ribs. A crowd quickly gathered 





between his 








and made а ring about the 
fighters as they went al it man 
to man in manly fashion, no 
holds barred, until the f 





became so fast 
furious and the uproar so great 


that deputy sheriff, Harry 
Parker, was called upon ''to 
command the peace This һе 


did, and forthwith arrested both 
Беше hauled them 
before Squires Thomas Parker 
and W. S. Parker 
peace, and upon June 2 


М5 and 





justices of the 





36, at 





a preliminary examination 
Larkin Liles was held in the 
sum of $1,000 bail for his ар 
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Saga 


pearance before the grand jury 
of Lewis County, then sitting at 
Clarksburg the county seat 
Larkin promptly furnished bond 
in the amount named with 
Nelson Plummer (his father-in- 
law), Benjamin Shepherd, 
William Sparks, John Thomas, 
Jim Williams, William 
McEldowney, and Pleasant M 
Savage, as sureties. The wil- 
summoned to appear 
the grand jury were 
deputy sheriff, Harry Parker, 
Richard Pell, Stephen 
Bliss. 

On the 8th day of June 


nesses 


before 
and 


1836 
with Walker Reid as circuit 








judge (Reid being the first 
Lewis County Court Clerk) and 
Thomas б. Paine, the com 
monwealth attorney, the grand 





jury was composed of Thomas 
Henderson, John W. Doyle, 
Naboth Sparks, Alexander 


Thompson, Joshua Howard 
Joseph Watkins, Jr., Richard D 
Taylor, James Givens, Richard 
№ Davis, John Halbert, 
William Harvey Robert 


Parker, Matthew Thompson 





Stephen Halbert Spencer 
Cooper Daniel Halbert 
Stephen Bliss, Rowleigh Е 
Bullock, Joseph Wilson and 


James Briggs. (We are ata loss 
lo account for twenty persons оп 
the Grand Jury.) 

The grand jury returned a 
true bill of indictment charging 
Larkin Liles with the crime of 
committed the 
of his late antagonist, 


mayhem on 
person 
Edward Campbell, by biting off 


his lower lip. This bail was fixed 


HAS Ие ARNO 
Distributing Co., Inc. 


(Continued from page 22) 


at $500, which he again promp- 
tly executed with the following 
sureties, Benjamin Shepherd, 
William McEldowney, Pleasant 
M. Savage, and John Thomp 
son, all prominent citizens of 
the county. Liles' attorney was 
Ногайо Bruce 

Larkin pleaded not guilty. A 
Jury composed of Sylvester 


Veach, Solomon Davis, Job 
Parks, John McClain, Jonathan 
Lusk Samuel | Ruppolee 


William Wade, Burr Harrison 
Israel Thomas, John Munford 


Alexander Irvine, and Elijat 
Hendrickson, failed to reach à 
verdict, and the trial was 


continued till the following day 
Іп delaying tactics, which would 
do credit to 
litigation, the trial was laid over 


present day 
ШІ the next term of court and 
his bond reduced to $200. These 
were Chancy B 
Charles C 


bondsmen 
Shepherd 
Marshall 
The case was finally brought 
September 


and 


to trial on Tuesday 
28, 1836. This time the jury was 


composed of Dudley Calvert 
William Kendrick, Joseph 
Hampton, John McDaniel 
Thomas Ј Walker Andrew 
Henderson, William Wilson 
William Barkley James 
Wilson Augustine Crwnes 
Andrew Thompson, and Ben 


jamin Fitch 
guilty of mayhem 


They found Liles 
as cha 





in the indictment and 


ascertain and determine that 
he undergo a confinement in 
jail and 
stale for the term 





penitentiary of 


of one year 








LD 





Phone 564-4063 


and thereupon said prisoner 
was ordered back to jail 

But Larkin never went back 
lo jail, nor is there any evidence 
that he had ever been in jail 
during the court proceedings 
His old hunting companion and 


high sheriff, W. B. Parker 
stood responsible for his ар 
pearance. And now comes the 
most astounding tale in the 


history of court procedure 


The sheriff had planned on 
taking Liles to Frankfort with 
a few day Howeve Lile 
asked the sheriff if he w 
permit hi to go home 
week or ten da 
harvest some T 
ficient wood for the 
months in make 5 L 
pre r І € 














ea 
nt bac 

р entia I € 
outlines е ү Е 
Vanceburg, catch еа 
from ther M ind g 
to ankio; 

1 еа 4 E 
make the journe as the с 
flies g t 
sheriff agreed to anc ld 

Continued from page 24 
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be in Frankfort at a certain 
date. 

At daylight on the day set. 
Liles put in his appearance at 
the residence of the then 
Governor James Clark, and 
when a servant announced he 
had come over to go into the 
penitentiary. His backwoods 
appearance rather shocked the 
servant and during the con- 
versation Governor Clark came 
downstairs in time to hear part 
of it. He stepped to the door and 
asked what the argument was 
about, and Liles informed him, 
as he had the servant, that he 
had come over to be put in the 
penitentiary, Inquiring if he had 
had breakfast yet, the governor 
invited Liles to come in for 
breakfast and tell him about his 
troubles. When the narrative 
was concluded the the 
governor dispatched a servant 
to the slagecoach inn with 
instructions to Lewis County's 
high sheriff to соте at once 10 
the executive mansion 

Sure enough, Sheriff Parker 
arrived on the scheduled 
stagecoach and al once 
hastened to the governor's 
house. Conducting Parker to his 
private office, the governor 
verified every detail of Liles’ 
story. He then inquired of 
Sheriff Parker, how he ever 
came to allow a prisoner con- 
victed of a felony such an 
unheard of privilege. "Because 
when Larkin told me he would 
be here this morning, 1 knew 
thal if he was alive he would be 
here. He's just that kind of a 
тап,” replied the sheriff 
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The governor arose from his 
seat and said, according to à 
contemporary account, “TI be 
d....... Let's all have а drink." 
To which proposition both 
friends agreed with alacrity 

In the meantime, the 
governor called in another 
attendant and after а соп- 
versation, which the two Lewis 
Countians did not hear, the man 
departed. In a short time, he 


returned, bearing а rolled up 
official looking document It 
was a full pardon. Handing it to 
Liles, (һе governor said, “А 
man às honest as you has no 
business in the penitentiary, Go 
back to Lewis County and 
behave yourself.“ 

Suffice it to say, Liles walked 
back home across country as he 
had come and arrived home 
before the sheriff, who made the 


A favorite Steamboat of the latter 

: part of the last 
century, the sidewheel St. Lawrence, which ran prin- 
cipally in the Cincinnati-Pomeroy trade by the white 


Adams Baking Com 


PORTSMOUTH, OHIO 


(Continued from page 22) 


retum journey by stage and 
steamboat, 

The above story was later 
related by Sheriff William 
Beverly Parker. Now comes à 
part of which there is no official 
record, but which has been 
handed down by members of the 
family for more than a century 


LATER LIFE 
One story has it that as soon 


as Larkin left the 
penitentiary his father-in-law 
tried to persuade his wife 10 su« 
him for divorce, Of course, after 
being absent for just а few day: 
and learning of this from his 
wife, upon his return, a ver 


to go to 


bitter feeling developed bet 
ween the two men, which we аге 
to see later resulted fatally for 
Liles 

(Continued on page 25 





collar Line. Vanceburg was always a landing. The boat 
в l a в 
was dismantled in 1905. (W. С. Dugan collection 





pany 



































| over the county 
е, we find that 
involved іп 
minor infractions 
‚ something which 
do not show 


also, and 
stories told by 
of the family, it will be 
1o the reader that 
happened to Larkin 
to change the whole 
[his life. He was no 
same man. This 
omes evident shortly 
return from Frankfort 
| learning his father-in 
to his wife. From 
їз feelings toward the 
was one of cold 
ich did not auger а 
future to the tather-in- 
to present day 
ed psychological 
we find that it is not 
ша! for a person to ex- 
a disintegration of 
Му following a 
с experience or shock, 
that experienced by 
being sentenced to 
penitentiary.) 

is time, there is no 
of any animosity bet 
he two men. It will be 
red that the father-in 
his first bond 

er story says that one 
hunting on a hillside, 
saw his father-in-law 
Ш a clearing some 
below and on the spur 
еп! had taken a “ро! 
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GENERAL CONTRACTOR 


Shot at him with his trusty 
Squirrel rifle. The bullet struck 
the target alright, but distance 
had so far spent its force that it 
merely knocked the intended 
victim to the ground. Plummer 
made nothing of the incident, 
but he knew that from then on it 
was just a question of his life or 
Liles’. We must emphasize that 
these two stories are just tales, 
and we have no documentary 
evidence to support them 
However, from 1836 to 1849, 
Liles seemed to be the subject of 
numerous minor court actions 
Several times he was placed 
bond for 


under а peace 

allegations running from 
Sabbeth breaking and 
trespassing to shooting with 


intent to kill. He, in turn in 1849, 
required Henry Liles, his 
brother, to be under 
peace bond for а year 

The date of his death cannot 
be exactly determined. Court 
records show that he was in 
court on April 16, 1849. On the 
first day of the October term of 
Lewis Circuit Court, 1849, which 


placed 


bears the date of October 15 
1849, in two different cases an 
entry is recorded "that the 


this cause be 
defendant 


presentment of 
abated as to the 
Larkin Liles by reason of his 
death.” We therefore know that 
he died sometime between April 
16 and October 15, 1849. His 
estate was appraised on August 
20, 1849, so this pin-points it to 
the period between April and 
August, being most likely the 
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last of July or first of August 
Tradition says he was born 
about 1790, but this cannot be 
verified 

The narration as to how he 
died involves a third version of 
the feeling between him and his 
father-in-law. This version says 
that Plummer and Liles had a 
falling out over the treatment of 
Liles wife (Plummer 's 
daûghter.) To settle this dispute 
Larkin and Plummer agreed to 
settle it in what was in those 
days called 'A-Fist-and-Skull- 
Court. When Liles suggested 
shooting it out instead of the 
'"Fist-and-Skull' decor, Plum- 
mer agreed that they were to 
woods near the 
Creek а! à 
lime іп the morning 
This they did, dodging from tree 
(о tree, taking ‘pot shots’ at 
each other until Larkin made a 
lucky shot, hitting Plummer in 
the hip. thereby winning the 
case. It was said that no grudge 
was to be held 


meet in the 
mouth of Mosby 


certain 


Our last account has it that 
Plummer made a deal with one 
Paul Stillwell to 
Liles from ambush 


assassinate 
Biding his 
finally 


ume he assailant 





caught Larkin silting on the 


creek bank fishing, about one 


һаН 


mile upstream (гот 


nkenship Crossing. and 
ithily slipping up from 
nd with sure range, shot 
Larkin in the back. The location 
where he was shol is known 
loday as Larkin's rifle 


—— — 
Continned on рак 










CONGRATULATIONS 


VANCEBURG 


175th Birthday 


Kentucky Theatre 


Billi-Rene' Drive-In 


Phone 796-2821 


There's Only One 
Vanceburg On Earth 


When a fellow gets back from a journey and sees 
Once again the swell town of his love, 

And he feels on his brow the enlivening breeze 
That sweeps from the hilltops above, 

When he meets with embraces like hugs of a bear 
That lessen his usual girth, 

He's ready to kiss the big Bible and swear 

That there's only one Vanceburg on earth 


With feelings of fondness, his mind wanders back 
To the days on the oid Beaver Pond 

When he fell on the ice, and his head got a crack, 
Of those days his memories are fond. 

With a sob in his throat and a tear on his cheek 
He leaves the swell town of his birth, 

And away off from home he sings in his Sleep, 
"There's only one Vanceburg on earth." 


Of all his adventures his mind o'er them (lies 

Back over the trails he has trod, 

The beauties beneath semi-tropical skies 

Whose flowers bespangle the sod. 

Great cities of grandeur that never can wane, 

Proud temples of fabulous worth, 

Yet, roused from his dreaming, he hums the refrain, 
"There's only one Vanceburg on earth." 


No sky is so fair as the arching of blue 

That smiles on this city of ours, 

No people more brave and none are more true 

Than here where the Alum Rock towers; 

Where torrents of business flow on with a roar, 

Or round the home's hallowed hearth, 

She's a model of pride and a queen to the core, 
"THERE'S ONLY ONE VANCEBURG ON EARTH'" 


Written by the late Reinhold J. Heinisch (Swatter) while he 
was a Hi School student, around 1909.10. 


(Lewis County Herald, Jan. 14, 1971 
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Not far from this scene there 
stood a small log cabin, which 
was still standing in 1924, and 
was owned about that time by 
one Robert Strother, who for- 
merly operated drug store in 
Vanceburg and was the father 
ef a former county attorney 
John P. Strother, now (1962 
living in Cincinnati. Larkin did 
not die on the spot, but when 
someone found him they carried 
him to this cabin, where he was 
laid on the floor, and s 
afterwards died. Stains 
be blood stains, were visible on 
the floor boards 70 years af 
terwards, where they were seen 
by one of these writers This 
cabin was destroyed by fire 
many years ago. 

Larkin was buried beside his 
father іп the  Arkanall 
Cemetery. Amos Howard has 
recently erected a monument of 
native stone at the grave, where 
a copper plaque now 
memorializes one of the 
historical characters of Lewis 
County 

The closer surmise of the date 
of Liles’ death will be found in 
Will Book D, page 328, under the 
date of August 20, 1849, where 
we find an entry as to the 
settlement oí his estate. The 
administrator appointed was 
William С. Halbert, Sr., the 
father of the late Judge Wm. С 
Halbert, and grandfather of 
Russell Halbert and Mrs 
Frances Atkinson, of Greenup. 
Upon Halberts motion the 
following appraisers were 
appointed: William S. Parker. 





MARTIN'S 


The Larkin Liles Saga 


Seth Parker, (one of the wit- 
nesses to the famous fight as we 


have heretofore indicated), 
Milton Evans, and John J 
Waddell 


The appraisal was set for the 
entire estate at $88.49, but on the 
day of the sale, which was 
August 31, the entire estate 
brought only 567.39: Liles’ 
famous rifle gun, which was 
appraised at $10, was bid in by 
Darius McKinney and brought 
$11.50. When he died he had out 
13 acres of corn by himself and 
had one-third partnership in 
another eight acres. His entire 
farm crop brought $47. The 
above statements give lie to the 
tales of some people that Liles 
was a shiftless, lazy, ne'er-do- 
well. Anyone who put out that 
much corn in those days of 
primitive cultivation and 
harvesting would be anything 
but lazy 

Three years after Larkin's 
death, his widow married Allen 
Yates, on March 15, 1852. She is 
buried in the Liles Graveyard 


near Camp Dix. Amos Howard 


has erected а stone lo her 
memory 

THE HOG STORY 
The following incident was 


told about Larkin Liles by the 
late Corbett Knapp 
distantly related 


who was 


In those days it was the 
custom for hogs and other stock 
to гип wherever they 
wished. There were few, if any 
fences in the rural areas one 
hundred and twenty years ago 


VANCEBURG, K Y. 


Lewis County's 
Finest Food Market 
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It seemed that one party had a 
very pernicious hog, which 
delighted in going any distance 
in order to get in Larkin Liles’ 
garden, where it uprooted sweet 
potatoes and played havoc 
generally. Larkin had protested 
several times to the owner of 
this hog, who іп turn 
acknowledged the hog's guilt 
but claimed he was absolutely 
unable to keep it up--that it 
would uproot or tear down any 
kind of fence in which it was 
confined 

One day, returning from а 
squirrel hunt, Liles passed by 
this neighbor's cabin. Finding 
the neighbor aforesaid sitting 
on à fallen tree trunk at the edge 
of the road. He was greeted 
cordially and urged to ‘sit a 
spell which Liles did. In the 
course of the conversalion, 
Liles, who had his squirrel rifle 
laying across his lap with its 


muzzle pointing toward the 
neighbor, managed to 
maneuver the gun into а 


suitable position. All at once the 
gun suddenly fired. The bullet 
barely grazed the belly of the 
neighbor 

My God, Larkin, you came 
pretty near killing me," cried 
the neighbor, ав 
rubbed where the bullet had 
barely burned his skin 

Larkin, too was on his feet 


he ruefully 


examining the lock of his gun 
"Boy 
was a close call," said Larkin 
Cant imagine what got into 
this fool gun' I'm going to һауе 
to examine that fool hammer 


with astonishment that 


WILSON 


(Continued from page 25) 


Appears like it ain't catching 
right Well. а miss 15 А5 good as 
a mile, I reckon." 

Larkin started on down the 
road toward his house, but 
paused and turned after taking 
а few steps. "But, now that I 
think of it, you sure are going to 
have to do something about that 
hog. I just сап! have my garden 
rooted up any more 

With that he silently 
peared down the road 

However, within the hour, the 
neighbor, three or four grown 
boys, and all the women folk 
were working like mad building 
a hog pen that took on the ap- 
pearance of a block house of the 
Old Indian days, with huge 
sharpened posts driven into the 
ground two or three feet deep 
We presume Larkin's garden 
was по! again rooted up 

ABOUT SHERIFF PARKER 

Sheriff Parker lived for many 
years after the death of Larkin 
Liles, and finally moved to 
Maysville, Kentucky, where he 
and his wife died at the home 
their son-in-law, Т. К. Ball 

Before giving an account ol 


disap 





of 


some of the descendants of this 


famous sheriff we wish to 
duplicate the obituary of Sheriff 
Parker as it appeared in the 
Maysville Republican 


the date of December 5. 


under 
1868. It 
is as follows 

An old citizen gone—Mr. W 
B. Parker 
noticed in our last issue, died on 
Wednesday morning last at 
half-past three o'clock. He 
in the 80th year of his age 


whose illness was 


was 


The 


VOIT 


SPOT BILT 
ADIRONDACK LOUISVILLE SLUGGERS 


name of "Uncle Buck Parker 

has been to us as familiar às à 
household word the 
earliest of our recollections He 
was among the oldest of our 


since 





citizens, was celebrated as 8 
hunter in his younger days, аг 
known far and wide as 
publican. His friends wert 
legion, and as to enemi « 
had none. But all that 
earthly of Uncle Bu 
passed away He has bee 
gathered to his father 
honors and full о! years 

good name liv iter hir 
many who have bee 
recipient of his kindne 





with the family, who have 
thus afflicted. His funer к 
place on Thursday 





two o'clock, from the residence 
of his son-in-law, Т. K. Ball 
was largely attended 

Two of Sheriff Parker's gre 
grandchildren are Mrs 1 
Pollitt and О. P. "Pat" Ta 


шаг о! 





Vanceburg. ( 





great-grar 





Catherine 











Plummer and F 
In order to 
William B. (Red Buck 
definitely with the pre 
generation, a few statis 
not ош of order The Hig 
Sheriff was born 1 
died, as we have noted 
he age of 80. His 
oy Preston Parker 
born Oct. 19, 181 
April 16, 1877, the same 
which saw the passing 
lose personal friend, W 


Continued on page 
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NEWBERRY 
SPORTING 


MARTIN KIMBLE, Owner 


Established 1950 


GOODS 


Specializing In Team Equipment 


313 CHILLICOTHE ST. 
PORTSMOUTH, OHIO 45662 


PHONE AREA CODE 614-353-0644 











whom we 
e Administrator 
estate. Leroy 
children were 
, born Dec. 15, 
ied Nov. 2, 1919. She 
e Judge James 
the mother of 
(О.Р.) Preston 
was counly clerk 
to about 1918, 
y Judge when the 
use was built 
ге son, Preston 
lives оп the farm of 
' The second child 
s Beverly Parker, 
‚ 1849, and died 
He never married 
child was John 1 
born Feb. 15, 
| April 23, 1925 Не 
E Voiers. They had 
hter, Lena Morton 
who died in her 
Parker was in 
business for many 
lung the old St 
Hotel, at 3rd and Main, 
| the C. & О. Depot 
tt of the children was 
lollie) Preston Parker, 
born Sept. 7, 1857, in 
McKellup house in 
rg, and died July 27. 
e will be well remem- 









































citizens. In 1875 she 
the well known Colonel 
lian, (born Feb. 22, 
May 9, 1938.) Their 
n are Mrs. Н Carr (Lida 
Pollitt, who lives on 
Second Street іп Van- 
Eugene Tannian, now 



















Formerly Blocks Drug Store 
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The Larkin Liles Saga 


(Continued from page 26) 


deceased, and Col. Orville Larkin who used to be at her told us many anecdotes that we 
Preston (Pat) Tannian. This father's house when she was a might have overlooked but for 
makes the latter three great- child, quite frequently. She told her thoughtfulness. The late W 


grandchildren to the famous  usthat" 
Sheriff Red Buck Parker, and Larkin 
Mrs. Pollitt’s daughter, Mary Liles 

Catherine (Mrs. Geo. M whom 


Doctor Liles looked like — H. Liles, and the late Granville 
This was Dr 


D. Liles has related to us many 
and happenings about our subject 


remember well. that had been handed down to 


Plummer), and Orville Pollitt’s Тһе late Judge George Morgan them by ancestors. Mrs. Jessie 


son Preston great-great Thomas 


grandchildren 


School Adams, of Garrison, has helped 
Commissioner in 1849, and was — greatly in establishing 


It will be noted that the names present during the Clarksburg relationships and names, all of 
‘Preston’ and ‘Beverly’ have trials and has often spoken of il which add to the value of this 


run consistently through every to the late R 
generation. Of children of the — writer 
original, William B. Parker, ме Wm 

have no other record than the details which his father 
administrator 


son Leroy Preston Parker 


Likewise former 


J. Heinisch and the manuscript, as Mrs. J. T. (Anna 
Judge Lewis) Henderson has helped 
has told us in locating old graveyards, and 


the genealogical data. The late W 


Liles T. (Uncle Bill) Cooper (1858 


although there were others, Estate, had related to him. Thus 1956) frequently related details 


relatives have told us. Of Le 








roy ме have talked to no less than which his father Wyatt Cooper 


Preston Parker's children, TWO persons who had seen him and mother Louisa Blanken 
there were others who died very — in the flesh, and Judge Halbert — ship, both of whom knew Larkin 


young, and we have listed only апа 
Шюзе who reached maturity fathers had also known 

And now for a word for those personally 
whose information have made Mrs 


Н. Parkers well, had told him from 


him childhood, and Manneth For- 


From 1914 to 1920 man, Garrison. There may have 
Edith Cooper Munro and been others, doubtless there 


this story possible. As we have (һе writer had discussed and меге, and if we fail to recall 


indicated, much of this has been made 
handed down from опе persons 


of their names at this late hour, we 


living about truly thank them, as we do those 


generation to another, As one of Larkin, and we are indebted (0 we have named 


the trio whose work and her and her sister, Mrs. Grace 
research have made this Cooper Mathewson 
possible, we the other two can granddaughters of 
only say that if it had not been Liles 


This has been the labor of fifty 


These are years research, digging up bits 
Aunt Edie" of information jotted down and 


to filed away (not too efficiently) 


for the work of Amos Howard. Hon. Lovel Liles of Catlettsburg trips to old abandoned 
we could have accomplished kindly put at our disposal his graveyards in the heat of the 


very little. Always with a nose records of his ancestor 
for history, Mr. Howard has County J 


Thelate поопдау sun, trips to old ar 
Stone told chives in Frankfort, checking 


kept careful record of the things us of personal recollection of his and re-checking. going for miles 


told him by his parents and father 
grandparents. И was Mrs late 
Abigail ‘Aunt Abbey) Cooper ош 


whose mother, 'Aunt Edie' Liles 


The over almost impassable roads 


D. Liles knowing of to check once more the date on 
subject, ап old gravestone. We three 
never lost an opportunity in his have done our best, and com 


1842-1920) who was seven years office or on the streets, to give piled for posterity and his 


old when Larkin Liles was us some new data that he had descendants, a tal 





of a pioneer 


killed, who had told us about dug up. Miss Gladys Cooper has which ts without parallel insofar 





Prescriptions Filled Immediately 
By Registered Pharmacist 


LUNCHEONETTE 
FAST, EFFICIENT SERVICE 
ЕЕЕ 


‘Small enough to know you 
Large enough to serve уои" 


Osman’s Pharmary 


JACK R. OSMAN, R. PH. 
2ND STREET VANCEBURG, KY. 41179 


PHONE 796-2932 


JACK & DONNA OSMAN, OWNERS 


1963 






Congratulations 
And Best Wishes 


To 
The City 


VANCEBURG 


For 175 Years Of Service To The 
County, State And Nation. 


May It Continue To Grow And 
Progress In The Years Ahead!! 


FLEMING MASON 

RURAL ELECTRIC 
COOPERATIVE 
CORPORATION 


FLEMINGSBURG, KY. 


SERVING OVER 2318 MEMBERS 
IN LEWIS COUNTY 


as it has come to our knowledge 
We have tried to separate the 
authentic from the lore that has 
been handed down over a period 
of 126 years. The witnesses who 
gave testimony before our little 
court of inquiry did not know 
that they were speaking to 
perpetuate history they had 
no reason to ‘doctor up’ their 
story. We have taken the details 
to which the great majority of 
our witnesses have agreed, and 
recorded them herein. And 
while we would not want to go 
through the labor of it again 
now thal it is finished 
look back and hope the 
reader may find pleasure in 






at the 
persuing this tale as we had 
now that it is behind us) іг 
writing it 


A Date In History 


June 30, 1888 

Jesse Irwin killed a snake 
measuring 9 feet, 2 inches long 
and 12 inches in circumference 
which had just devoured thir 
teen grown chickens. The hids 
canbe seen at Auxier & Pollitt's 
Store. Now vou tell one 


Мау 16, 1877 
Mail deliveries were twice à 
week overland to Maysville and 
by river boat three times a 
week. with out-going mails on 
alternate days 
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The above an unusually 
fine likeness of the ‘new’ Carter 
House. а he which upon its 
completion, had the finest 
rept of. the finest, 
most modern hotel on the Ohio 
River ! Pittsburgh and 





Business prospered with à 
flourishing river trade, and the 
new railroad got into operation 
in the spring of 1888. About 1893, 
Mr. and Mrs. Carter decided 10 
build а new brick hotel, having 
since 1872 paid off the mortgage 
held by Judge Thomas on their 
front street hostelry. The 
contractor was the late Thos. 
Hoobler who oldsters will 
remember came to an untimely 
end in November 1997. The 
building was well along when on 
July 17. 1894, the Front Street 
hotel was destroyed by fire, 
which took with it several other 
houses on each side and across 
Front Street. Тһе family 
managed lo get a [ew rooms 
finished in the new building to 
move into. The large frame 
building which was Judge 
Thomas s home from 1864 until 
1877, was moved to the back of 
the lot, and became the kitchen 
and laundry of the hotel. 1t was 
last occupied by the late John 
Kendall and family. Note in the 
picture the figures 1894 on each 
upper corner of the ‘office’ 
entrance. We fix the date. of this 
picture as in 1895, 1896, and not 
later than August, 1897, 
inasmuch as the Dugan family 
lived there until that date, when 
they moved to the house on 2nd 
and Rowley. И was early іп 1898 
that Мг. and Mrs. Carter leased 
the hotel to their nephew John S. 
(Jack) Carter and his sister, 
Mrs. Mary Damery, who were 


We Congratulate 
You 


WE HOPE TO SEE YOU WHEN 
YOUR TOBACCO 15 READY 





children of Thos. Carter's 
brother William. In 1907 local 
option was voted in the city, 
effective Jan. 1, 1908, and the 
brother and sister moved to 
Cincinnati, A man by name of 
Suiter from West Virginia tried 
it for a short time, gave UP his 
lease, and the owners were 
forced to move back and once 
more engage in the hotel 
business. Mrs. Carter was then 
тт years old, her husband 79. 
The strain and worry proved 
fatal to Mrs. Carter, who died in 
March 1910, Mr. Carter then 
rented the hotel to Ed Arm- 

, who had successfully 
operated the St. Charles Hotel 
several years previous. In 1919 
he acquired business interests 
in Portsmouth, and the 
premises were rented by John 
Austin, superintendent for 


і 


—— CAD Pe 
; 
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The New Carter 


Dravo Construction Co.. who 
were just beginning to build 
Dam 32 below town, A number 
of persons employed on the dam 
construction proved to be a 
temporary boom for the 
business, until shorty after 
midnight on Sept. 30, 1920. the 
entire inside of the building was 
burned out by fire of un- 
determined origin, leaving only 
the walls standing- w w 
Dugan and Thos. M. Bertram 
purchased the lot and ruins 
from Carter Heirs (Thos 
Carter having died in 1912) and 
in turn sold it to the late Max 
Block, who with the late Ed 
Rand as architect, removed the 
third story walls and converted 
it into the present splendid 
building now the home of Max 
Block's Department Store. The 
iron balcony rail shown in the 


No. 1--Саіпеѕ Clayton; 2-W. W. D 
à ; 2-W. W. Dugan; 3-G. М. 
Stamper; i—-Juzge Geo. Morgan Thomas; 5--Arthur 


Ruggles; 6--Dr. 


Dud Hendrickson; 
Ruggles: к--Јаѕ. Gardner: 9-- іс 


T-Lindsey В. 
n Davis: (there is по No. 


1m: H-Cyrus Adams; 12-En's К 
( ۱ : 12-E . Hays; 13--Thos, H. 
Carter, Prop. These were identified by the late James H. 


THIS FALL. 


Independent Warehouse 


House 


picture running (һе entire 
length of the building now 
graces the top of the present 
building. There are none now 
living who were in the picture, 
unless it might be some of the 
younger persons who have 
never been identified. Among 
those still with us who 
remember when this famous 
building was being constructed 
are Geo. A. Rice of Fairview, 
Bruce H. Fisher, C. A (Buddy) 
Staggs, Will T Stewart, and 
Mrs. Jessie Swearingen The 
latter was married in the 
parlour of the hotel, which was 
just upstairs above the main 
office entrance Mrs 
Swearingen, who was Miss 
Jessie Kendall, was a close 
friend of the Carter family 
Oldtimers gazing at this 
picture will recall the stone 


аа 


Же 


horse-blocks on em 
old coal oil street li 
awning of what is пом f 
King's store-building, à! d the 
old locust trees 
whitewashed every spring 
as they appear in the picti 

There is an old lawsuit that 
tells us the probably ancestry of 
these trees. James Carr, who 
ran а tavern on the site ol 
present Old Mill, was и 
in a fracas regarding 
trees about 1842. The suit tells 
that he was setting locust trees 
on this lot at the time of the 
incident 


which were 





volved 


locust 


— — —— — 


June 20, 1855 
The Steamer, W. N 
celor took the Scotia s piace 
the local trade. and the 
Sandy was to be replaced by the 





Bonanza 





Seid L. M. Stricklett, A. M. "Cell" Plummer, Will t 
— prol W. K. "Kib" Ruark. Messrs. Cox and Ruark 
ere about 12 years old when work was started on this 


building, The small cottage just below on Second St 
owned and occupied by Harmon Holderness. 


was 
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| Maysville, Ку. 
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- The First School 
. Fair - 1914 


T1 


g east on Second Street at the corner of Main Street 


The first school fair - 1914. Lookin 
tel on the left. (Photo from W 


The Citizen's Bank is on the right and the St Charles Hol 
С. Dugan collection) 





Back seat, left to right, Kathryn Ort, Will T Clark, Helen Pollitt. Front seat, left 
to right, Amos Secrest, Fitch Henderson, and Will Hickle. The boy standing by 
е iron post is Wells Rice. The location, on Second Street, in front of the hall 
жееп Hammonds Drug Store (now Martin's Supermarket) and W. A. Voier's 
Shoe store (now Hamms.) The car is һе Bill Miller Ford,” acetylene headlights, 
kerosene side lights, bulb horn, and hand cranked. A date on the original photo 
definitely pin-points the date of the first school fair to be in 1914. Of the group in 
the car, all are still in the land of the living with the exception of Will Hickle, who 
died in the early summer of 1917, and Fitch Henderson has been dead for ten 
years or more. The couple іп the back now аге Mr. and Mrs. Wm. T. Clark, Sr., 
Well known local residents. (Lewis County Herald Photo) 
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E 1937 Flood Views of Vanceburg 





Second Street at Methodist Church 


General View of Vanceburg Barge of coffins in Court House Yard 





Second Street, looking East from Pugh's Store 
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Christian Church 


COMPLIMENTS CONGRATULATIONS COMPLIMENTS ОҒ 
ENTS OF VANCEBURG 


ON YOUR 175th BIRTHDAY LEWIS COUNTY 


COMPLIMENTS OF 


CHET'S FOUR SEASON FARM SUPPLY СО. 
FASHIONS VANCEBURG, KY. 796-2832 


Purina Feeds 
SUPER MARKET 2nd & Main Street Custom жату Мїхїпр 


796-2744 - Vanceburg, Ky. Stihl Chain Saws 


OWNERS: Geneva Gilbert NEW & USED FORD TRACTORS 
TOLLESBORO, KY. Mabel Heath 


Wanda Cooper SEE US TODAY 

















Greenhow's Alley 


After The 1937 Flood 


Showing Ohio River at its crest and property damage 
after the waters receded. These pictures specially 
made for this edition bv Voiers Studio. during the flood 
period of January 20 to February 2. 1937 
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Barbara Ann Tea Room 
Second Street 





Second Street Business Section 


. 
Welfare Finance 
616 WALNUT CINCINNATI, 
ja я Согр. ошо 
OFFICES IN OHIO, INDIANA, ILLINOIS, WEST 
VIRGINIA, VIRGINIA AND KENTUCKY 
PERSONAL FINANCING SINCE 1919 
WE ARE PROUD TO ВЕ IN VANCEBURG 


RONALD REDDEN 

Manager 
EDNA AMSTUTZ 
Cashier Representative 


WAYNE BLOOMFIELD 





West Second Street--Residence Section 


GENE LYONS 


DISTRIBUTOR 


MEADOW GOLD 


Dairy Products 
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On Your 


Busi ROBERSON 175th Birthday Celebration 
New Business 


Originated 1963 Funeral Home WILSON'S 


South Shore, Kentucky 


Soft Drinks Groceries 


Food Snacks — Delicatessen j GR OCE R Y 


{ "JAMES R. OSMAN" гате Fey 
= ты чарар Vanceburg, Ky. 


Vanceburg Fire - 1926 





The Morning After a night of holocaust, March 2, 1926, Nell Kimble residence, were leveled by the worst fire 
when the St. Charles Hotel. the Bagby Bldg. the Heinisch since the old Carter House fire of 1894. (Photos from 
Store on the corner, Col. С. L, Tannian's Livery Stable, Victor Sullivan) 
the 2 story frame dwelling between it and the Harve and 
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What was the town's oldest grocery and postoffice, both operated Ruggles, father of Socrates Holbrook Ruggless. president of Van- 
by Dr. R. G. Barber. It stood just west of the Court House, where the ceburg's first bank. He is often quoted in old time articles of the 
eastern portion of the Wm. T. Clark residence now stands. The man local newspaper. 
vn the left with his arm around the post is Uncle Tom Wilson; in the 


Dr. Barber was succeeded by Thos. Stricklett, Keyser and San- 
center, Dr. Barber, postmaster Nov. 4, 1865 to March 28, 1881. Like 


ders, Keyser and Chadwick, J. L. Chadwick, and last by Asa G 
(W. €. Dugan Collection) 


Dr. W. H. Campbell, Dr. Barber was a surgeon in the Union Army Burriss. 
during the Civil War. Seated is the legendary Uncle Lindsey В. 








CONGRATULATIONS; 
ANCEBURG 


ON YOUR 175th BIRTHDAY. 


WE ARE PROUD TO BE A PART 
OF THIS COMMUNITY. 


U.S. Shoe Corporation 


*JOHN S. 


John S. Mavity, son of Elder 
Henry and Susanah Penn 
Mavity, was born July 9, 1844 at 
Bryantsburg, Indiana. He came 
with his parents to McCohmick 
Springs. Lewis County, Кеп 
шеку in 1846. In the year 1850 
his father purchased some land 
on the hilltop between Kinney 
and Mudlick creeks. Не lived 
with his father at this place ШІ 
һе was 14 years old and in long 
after years, John wrote the 
following account of the scenes 
of his boyhood days: 
“Sometimes in reverie I can 
hear the far away bells——the 
tinkling of the childhood bells, 
in the wooded hills and vales 
where disported themselves the 
myriads of wild birds, now 
exünct, and the smaller wild 
animals which were the game І 
hunted, first with bow and 
arrows and afterward when 1 
had grown older, with dog and 
gun in company with Jess and 
Dan, Dave and Bill, with Milton, 
Stephen, John, Clabe and 
Lewis, boys who, like me, loved 
the wilds where chestnuts, 
grapes. pawpaws and berries 
grew in great abundance to our 
great delight and afforded us a 
chance to display our native 
skill in inventing buckets and 
baskets in which to convey them 
home. Say, you youngsters who 
think you are "Boy Scouts,” we 
white Indians of little over half 
acentury ago, could have taken 
a bow and arrows and a jack- 
knife and gone into the woods in 
Lewis County, Ky., hills and 
have beaten you to a frazzle in 
any maneuver requiring 
secrecy, — dextrity, self- 
maintenance, cooperalion by 
signal code, or any other thing 
that goes into the making of а 
live soldier. And this is why 
Lewis County was able in 1861 to 
send more soldiers into the field 
than she had voters in the 
county. These volunteers went 
into the 4th, 10th, 16th, 22nd, 
23rd, 24th, 45th and 54th 
Volunteers and like “Jack 
Logan” showed Uncle Sam that 
а boy did not have to be 
schooled at West Point to make 
an effective soldier of him, 
because in his native hills he 
had passed a drill which had 
made him ап expert in handling 
а gun and all precautionary 
tactics necessary in the face of 
the enemy 

Then again, the patriotism of 
these boys was not imbibed 
from militarism, but like the 

young patriots who complained 
lo General Howe, they learned 
it in Patrick Henry's "Give me 
Liberty or Give me Death," in 
John Adams' Sink or Swim, 

Live or Die speech, in the im- 

mortal Declaration of In 

dependence by Thomas Jef- 


Ideal 
Quaury 


MAVITY” 


ferson; it went into their blood 
when Lossing's school history 
told them of the bleeding feet at 
Valley Forge, and they said in 
the language of the poet 

"Breathes there a man with 
soul so dead 

Who never to himself hath 
said, 

This is my own, my пайуе 
land!" 

They had read Washington's 
“Farewell Address" to some 
purpose, and even down in the 
little old schoolhouse among the 
hills, when Secession raised its 
head, they “Looked with Scorn 
and Contempt on any Effort to 
Alienate one portion of the 
Country from the rest.” They 
raised the same old flag that 
had done duty on the last 
“Fourth of July" and from 
August to November they 
enrolled under that banner and 
marched to Сатр Dick 
Robinson and other places to 
“Shoot any man who attempts 
to haul down the American 
Flag." 

Here's why, when and where 
Mr. Mavity got into Uncle 
Sam's Army in November 1861 
and stayed in it till September 
15, 1865. 

As a short review of his army 
life Mr. Mavity when 70 years 
old gives us the following pen 
picture: "I ran away from 
home and joined the U. S. Army 
and there got my first lessonan 
unqualified obedience — to 
authority. Beginning with the 
measles during the first week in 
camp. | suffered through the 
whole catalog of army diseases, 
and the hunger and fatigue of 
the long, dusty march, without 
water, or food, covered with 
vermin, with no change of 
clothing or chance to bathe on 
and ever on thru the long and 
wearisome campaign, ШІ the 
hosts met in battle array, and 1 
have had to suffer that awful 
dread suspense of standing in 
battle line with the enemy in his 
breast works in view, awailing 
the command to charge. And, 
finally, when the order came 
and the soldiers went forward 
with fixed bayonets at a double 
quick step, to see my comrades 
falling wounded, bleeding 
dying and myself and others 
rushing on the enemy with the 
fury of demoniacs amid the raid 
of lead, the screech of shells till 
the darkness of the pall of night 
settled over the field of blood 
and carnage and prevented 
awhile that wholesale murder 

known as war 

After returning from the Civil 

War Mr. Mavity began teaching 

in the public schools of Lewis 

and continued to teach till April 

1876 when he established the 

Vanceburg Courier, news paper 


CHEKD 
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The Old Button Factory 


The building pictured here stood in the ext 
Slate, between the railroad and the river, starting just west of the E. А. Hoc 


dwelling (owned at presen 


“SSE SEA 





reme east end of Vanceburg, above 


dge 


1—1966) by Elmo Conley, and covering the lands now 


occupied (1966) by the dwellings of Jackie Johnson, N. E. Jarrells, Lee Farley Jr 


Jeanette Hill, and Hannah Sartin. We have been unable to definitely pin-point the 


date it was built, but the majority of folks c consulted say it was eithe 


r 1908 or 


1909. At any rate, it was Vanceburg's first industry of any dimension (with ex- 
ception the four mill and saw mill), and furnished employment to many people 
They cut buttons from Ohio River mussel shells, a pile of them can be seen at the 
extreme left of the picture. In early 1916 an employee, who was always dissenting 
over something, formented a strike and attempted to brow-beat the employees 
into joining some sort of union. The management promptly sold the entire outfit to 
an out of the state company, who removed the machinery, and left the business 


men who had subscribed money to erect the building. as well as the great 


majority of satisfied workers, “holding the bag." 


Photo was taken about 1913 or 1914. (Photo from Victor Sullivan - Story from 


Lewis County Herald.) 





and continued its publication till 
1880 when he traded the outfit (0 
John B. Bradley for some land 
on the Holly Fork of Kinney. He 
then again entered the 
profession of teaching and 
continued in Lewis and Mason 
county till 1884, when he found 
Vanceburg had starved two 
more editors to death and was 
without a paper. Finding his 
same old outfit reposing in the 
same room where he left it, he 
made arrangement with the 
owner of that pile of junk to try 
again to pul Vanceburg апа 
Lewis County on the map. This 
time he named his hebdomadal 
"The Times" and continued to 
publish it for two years when he 
sold it and went back to 
teaching and continued in that 
service till 1896. He next tried 
larming for eight years, and 
since that he has been trying to 
get forgiveness for the past and 
hope for the future 





(Lewis County Herald, June, 
1924.) 


PENCE'S 


Standard Station 


MILK CO. 


1637 Tenth Street - Portsmouth, Ohlo 


You Can Whip Our Cream, 
But You Can't Beat Our Milk 


Happy To Be Part of 
175 Years of Growth 


Vanceburg, Ky. 


Moving day on East Second Street in Vanceburg 
Dugan collection.) 


CONGRATULATIONS 
On The 


ANNIVERSARY 


2305 WEST ERIE STREET 


CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 60612 
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ONE HUNDRED SEVENTY FIFTH 


C. F. Emling Company 


INSTITUTIONAL FOOD SPECIALTIES 
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Old timers will recall this house that stood at the 
corner of Front and Market St. in the yard of the 5. H. 
Voiers residence. Left to right are Rufus Jones, Mrs. 
Sallie Voiers Jones, his wife, Geo. T. Willim and Mrs. 
Emma Jones Willim, his wife. The upstairs porch was 
the south end of a bridge that crossed Front Street to the 
Beverly House, which was burned in Oct., 1867. This 
stood on the lot where the concrete wall is on the river 
side of Front St. In the 156075, the law forbid a saloon to be 


Compliments Of 


Larry Thomas 


D.M.D. 


Maysville, Ку. 
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Compliments 
Of 


oier's Department Store 


Vanceburg, Ky. 
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located any where except under the same roof as a tavern 
or hotel. The problem was solved by building a bridge 
across Front St. to the saloon across the street, the house 
shown being part of the hotel. The bridge was roofed over 
both buildings, and traffic passed under the bridge. Thus 
both hotel and saloon were under the same roof. Several 
years ago Mrs. Willim said the date of the picture was 
about 1900, shortly after she was married. (W. C. Dugan 
Collection.) 


Congratulations 


VANCEBURG 


DUKE WAREHOUSES 


Maysville, Ky. 
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` St. Charles Hotel 


The St. Charles Hotel is one of 
the best known buildings in 
Vanceburg and few people have 
visited our little city in the past 
forty years who have not 
stopped there. The central 
portion of the building was built 
in 1866 by W. R. Stricklett and 
used by him for a restaurant 
until 1868 when he sold out to 
John Armstrong, who sold out to 
T. R. Stricklett after owning the 
building about one year. In 1870 
Mr. Stricklett built the lower 
section of the hotel and in 1873 
built the Eastern section. In 
1874 he sold the building to John 
Armstrong who conducted it 


until 1885 when he sold it to a 
man by the name of Ward from 
Chilo, Ohio. He lasted but one 
year and sold it back to Mr 
Armstrong, who conducted it 
until 1877 or 88, when he sold it 
to Jas. F. Goldenberg. Mr 
Goldenberg conducted the hotel 
until 1893 when he rented it to E. 
A. Armstrong, who was the 
proprietor until 1899, when Mrs 
Goldenberg sold the hotel to B 
F. Bradford. Mr. Bradíord 
conducted the business about 
9ne year and then rented it to 
Jas. George, of Carlisle. Mr 
George gave way after one year 
to F. L. Stokes, of Portsmouth 





The “canning factory,” which stood below the old Salt Lick bridge, adjoining the 
present (1972) home of Mrs. Flossie Liles Scott, was built in 1911. The site is now a part 
of the Dugan farm. It ‘folded up" after a few years. In the front row is Miss Lelia 
Stout, the only one identified, third from right in the row of women, (W. C. Dugan 
Collection.) 





Оп January 18, 1902, C. L 
Tannian took charge, having 
purchased the building and 
business from Mr. Bradford 
Mr. Tannian immediately spent 
over $2,000 in improving and 
remodeling the building, put 
ling in steel ceilings in the office 
апа bar and laid a handsome 
mosaic floor in the bar. In 1903, 
Mr. Таптап sold ther business 


















Congratulations 


VANCEBURG 


Vanceburg-Like Coke- is 
“The Real Thing’’ 


Coca-Cola Bottling 
Company 


PORTSMOUTH, OHIO 












and building to Т. К. Farley, of 
Charleston, who conducted the 
business until January 5, 1905, 
when he sold it back to Mr. 
Tannian. The St. Charles is now 
a first-class hotel in every 
particular and has a cafe that 
can not be surpassed between 
Cincinnati and Pittsburgh 

(Reprinted from Vanceburg 
Sun, Aug. 3, 1905.) 


PROVEN 


Highest Market 
In Northeastern 
Kentucky 


SALE EVERY DAY 


Plan Now To Sell Your 1972 Crop 


At The 


MOREHEAD 
TOBACCO 
WAREHOUSE 


Morehead, Kentucky 
Jess Chinn - Phone 796-2406 


A Date In History 


Мау 16, 1877 

Some men who had beer 
working on the streets corr 
plained tha! council did not 
тее! and wondered when it 
would) The city had been in 
corporated a! that time fifty 
vears 
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old house, which stood іп the west end of town, — اما ور‎ 7 m 
from the first pump house, on the corner of the 4 
east of the old lower school, was built in 1857 5 i —— 
ollie Parker Tannian, wife of the late Col. C. І —— 
related the following to the late Wm. С. Cox, Pie eS 
W. Rowland, and W. C. Dugan, who, м 
g of her about the old house said, “I was born in n n v 
e Sept. 7, 1857. My father, Leroy Preston CON, Led Оса а 





‚ moved into the house, before it was fully com- VC en hy Za —— 
ist in time for me to be born there.” | 4c. "e. самса 
Jas. Н. Rowley, whose family occupied what is TV had La AL Ra — 


Dickerson Funeral Home premises, adjoining 
house. said that there was one stone in the 
n that had a much older date cut on it, but it was 
an older house in the neighborhood which was 
ы The Rowley house, in that family from 1835, 
was of logs, afterwards covered with weather boards. 
the Parkers 
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rg. The house passed out of the family after the б £ 
flood of 1937, and was razed, and the marked The same day Mr. Dugan / Соол, а/ж MET bead 2) 25 
he former Pear! Malone. now living near 90 in Cuba, “9'У of x E eM s 
was born upstairs іп the house in the 1884 flood, House to us for publication. the /7 РУЙ ЧАС — 
from Mrs. Pearl (Malone? Ase 2147. Arye З 2 Sin “ 
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Specials of about 55 years ago. Picture was taken at the old fair grounds, 
hLcStanding) - Bill Brown, Swater Heinisch, Ray Ruark, Poke Queen, Roy 
Daniel, Bob Biglow. Front row ~ Bill Redden, Cook Staggs and Paul Lucas. 

Swearingen.) 


John Сох And Son 


This firm began in business in 
the Spring of 1903 and have built 
up a trade which continues to 
grow every day. They carry à 
large stock of all kinds of rough 
and dressed lumber, furniture, 
pictures, picture frames, 
moulding, paints, oils, var- 
nishes, brushes and glass. They 
carry only the best materials in 
their various lines and sell them 
at prices which are seldom 
duplicated and never sur- 
passed. This is one of our most 
prosperous and progressive 
business firms, and it is sur 





Market Street — 1901 — Looking toward Second Street. 
The First Baptist Church is on the right. (Photo from W. 


С. Dugan collection.) 












prising the amount of territory 
they reach in the course of their 
business. 

John Cox, the senior. member 
of the firm, was born near 
Russellville, Ohio, in 1842, and 
Will C. Cox, the junior member, 
was born in Vanceburg in 1882 
(Vanceburg Sun, Aug. 3, 1905.) 

The  Vanceburg Supply 
Company purchased the 
business and property in 1945 
from Will C. Cox and in 1964 
replaced this old land mark 
with a new, modern structure 
for their business 
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COMPLIMENTS OF 


Rip's Hardware 


Highway 10 - 
Phone 798-2691 


Honesty Our Policy - Courtesy Our Hobby 


mA — 


Elmer And Betty Ripato 










The Judge G. Morgan Thomas (1828 - 1914) home, opposite the C & O depot, which 
was built in 1883. It passed out of the family in 1921, and was enlarged and operated аз а 
hotel by Maurice Burriss, Mrs. Madie Gambrill, and by the present owners Mr. and 
Mrs. Jack Riggs. On the extreme right is part of Judge Thomas's law office 
Everette E. Parker, Portsmouth Times.) 


Photo һу 





This tie vard stood on Third Street, just east of the present (1972) Sam Johnson 
garage, up to Market St. at Love's Hardware. А spur railroad track ran into it. Left to 
right: Mr. Lewis, Mr. Shope, Mr. Lewis, Jas. Qualls (Jim Crow), Mr. Lewis, man with 
stick unidentified, Simon Scott, Uncle Charley Plummer. Standing behind, with the 
side porch of the present Denny Lykins in the background, is Jordan Slack, the tie in- 
spector. Taken about 1909-1910. (Courtesy of Mrs. Flossie Scott.) 








Tollesboro, 


Ky. 
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The Old Stricklett Store 


‘Stricklett store 
it week the work 
‘this old land- 
as at least 82 
completed. Like 
erected in that 
h poplar sills 
testimony of the 
ch timber was the 
s around here 
d. forged nails were 
in abundance We 
3 to run down the 
these premises, and 
referred to on the 
Pell map of Van- 
longing to Charles 
P. Pell was the 
ior of Alfred Harrison 
Surveyor. In 1867 Mr 
father of the late 
nes, sold the land to 
ept it until 1874 when 
` to Uncle Lindsey 
for $600. Мг Ruggles 
1874 to Lena Bierly 
arians think that it 
that the building was 
as the Bierlys operated 
and confectionary in it 
lime. as evidenced by 
the old Vanceburg 
- John C. and Lena 
ald it in 1876 to David S 
0752.000. Two years later 
Stout sold it to C. W 
-The deed sets forth that 
mecupied by Н. А Bierly 
ту and confectionary 
Bicrly sold it to John 
| for 52000. Hewitt 





Left to right; Unknown, Unknown, Jim Carroll, 
Unknown (some say Charley Games,) Mace Parker (on 
Barrel), Mrs. Maggie Stricklett, М. А. Plummer, 


Max Block 


Garland (Red) Ruark, Joseph E. Pugh, and Judge J. R 
Garland. (W. C. Dugan Collection) 


premises to J. M. Donehoo & 





















building across the 
oit However, Hewitt 





аргосегу inituntilthe со the price being the usual 
. when L. M 82.000 
М! moved his store from After the new tuilding across 


tbe street was completed and 


he store moved, the old rooms 











One of the handsomest 





sell the property unti] were used for storage purposes business houses in this section 

Ж. when he disposed of it and rented for various. small of Kentucky is the one owned by 

- Stricklet! & Co., the businesses The junior partner, Max Block and the success һе 

being J М Clay Ruark, died іп 1927. and has made in business should be 

D The selling price was irom then on Mr Donehoo а stimulus to young men with 

2.00. seemed. 10 lose interest іп the aspirations who have to begin al 

X 1909 L. M. Strickle!! © business which he discontinued the ground and build their own 

3 of his interest іп the lew year thereafter. fortunes, That's exactly what 

to Martin Donehoo Following: the death of his lye owner of this store has done 

Ruark as the junior | er, Harr perated a This looks like a metropolitan 

wr On the 23rd day of mall 12 the okl department store, with a stock 

т 1913. the famous | of Ladies’ and Gent's Clothing, 

2 house fire destroyed the e nale of the old building Shoes and Furnishings, Hats, 
Opera House, the J W wenrred a few months t Caps, Childrens’ Clothing 

өсету, the Charles ale of the Donehoo estate Mr. Max Block began his 

d Drug Store, W. A when the premises were bid i business career in a manner 

Shoe Store and Masonic by Mrs. Rival Pugh for $8,000. prescribed by Holy Writ after 












‚ Scarcely had the ruins 
d smouldering, than J M 
Whoo & Co. purchased the lol 
A the Ruggles heirs 


Workmen finished ils razing 
last week, and the old building 
ongs to history 





Adam pulled the apple al Eve's 
dictation—'"By the sweat of the 
brow shall ye live,’ and he 





any honorable way to rise inthe of 
business world the 


predominating idea with him 


the largest brick store 
buildings in this section, costing 


away up in the thousands, filled 


was 


and The picture was made bel- jugged on his heavy shoulder And now he must һауе a well with lhe best goods money can 
fanning a new store ween 189) and 1894 tawis heavy loads of goods known as a merited and strong feeling of buy. (Lewis County Herald. 
theatre. In 1915 (County Herald. May 21. 1956.) peddler from house to house; pride in being the owner of one dime, 1924.) 
rickleM sold the old 
CONG м VT 
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Dr. And Mrs. 


VANCEBURG 
On Your 175th 
Birthday Anniversary 


Maxine's 


Beauty Shop 


Ph. 796-2268 





Vanceburg, Ky. 41179 


Route No. 7 


OF 


Dr. H. M. 


Bertram, Jr. 


AND FAMILY 





The oldest firm doing 
xusiness in Vanceburg today is 
hat of H. C. Bruce & Son, 
corner Second and Market 
Streets, having been before the 
oublic in the general mercantile 
xusiness for 36 years. From the 
irst day this firm opened its 
foors for business “Honesty 
ind Good Values” has been 
heir motto and anyone can tell 
you how well they have lived up 
о it. No firm in any line of 
yusiness enjoys more the 
»xnfidence of the buying public 
han does this establishment. 
simple business methods are 
ollowed and these, being un- 
derstood, are popular and in- 
vite confidence. By a study of 
popular needs and tastes the 
eading markets of the country 
provide the desired com- 
"modities. These are purchased 

















Rth, 1921. 


W. С. Dugan, Editor 
James B. Kelley 
Sec.. Treas. 

Harvey Parker 
Gen. Counsel. 












W. C. Dugan, Pres. 


Helen F. McKellup 


IT'S OUR 
CENTENAR Y 


It was early in the year of 1872 that the first papec published in 
Vanceburg rolled off the primative press. It was 'VANCEBRURG 
KENTUCKIAN' edited by Thomas Foster. In the years that 
followed. the editor's desk was occupied by Samuel J. Pugh, the 
duo W. S. Lewis and W. L. Fitch, George B. Swap, J. S. Mavity, 
with the masthead ‘COURIER’, Thomas B. Bullock and Albert 
(Gosh) Eaton, Abe L. McKay, again J. S. Mavity as the TIMES, 
J. W. Allen. Dr. J. P. Huff, Dave J. Drennan. M. О. Wilson. 


William Grote, William F. McKellup, Lena Pollitt (from 1930 to 
1950) and the present incumbent William С. Du 


Lewis County Herald Publishing Co.. Inc. М 


Earl E. Heddleston, Vice Pres. 





in quantities to secure bottom 
prices, and from manufacturers 
who are reliable in their 
representations as to wear and 
durability. (Reprinted from the 
Aug. 3, 1905, issue of the Van- 
ceburg Sun.) The Wilson 
grocery is located іп this 
building today and has been 
doing 


business here for a 


number of years. 


A Date In History 


Vanceburg Sun, July 8, 1915 — 
The new Lyric Theatre featured 
Theda Bara in “А Food There 
Was," and also the first episode 
of “Тһе Perils of Pauline.” 
Admission 10 cents 


PRESENT OFFICERS 


Miss Bernice Willim, 
Business Manager 


Christina Mowery 


Bookkeeper 
DIRECTORS 


PUBLISHED WEEKLY EVERY THURSDAY. 


The Lewis County Herald 


“An Old Paper In An Old Town” 
Our Facilities Were At The Disposal 
Of The 175th Birthday Committee 


gan. Organized by 


larch 3, 1924, and 
purchased the Vanceburg Sun from Wm. Grote & Son on March 


Dr. Wm. M. Talley 
James B. Kelley 





FIREMAN. Walter Hickel, who is spending his first winter in many years without a 
few trading horses, stirs the fire in the tackroom of the Vanceburg barn where he and 
friends get together. Retired as a janitor in the Vanceburg Elementary School, Hickel 
has worked on the railroad, in timber and sawmills during the years, but trading has 
been his favorite activity. The barn is empty this year but the tackroom usually has 
three or four other traders or would-be traders around the fire. They are willing to bet 
that Hickel will have a few horses on hand by summer. He still serves as Superin- 
tendent of Woodland Cemetery, but now just oversees a force of youngsters who do the 
work. (Photo by Everette E. Parker, Portsmouth Times) 
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VANCEBURG 
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ANNIVERSARY 


Our Aim Is To 


Serve You Better 


Baker's 
Dept. Store 


Vanceburg, Ky. 





“Buckhorn Tannery” 





The tanning of leather is an 






Chicago, St and Kansas 














important industry in Van- City. The out-pu his tanner 

Gourg. the productions stan- is oak leather which is the best 
Ming high in the selling markets grade made. Most of the output 
ШШ finding ready buyers. The finds a market in Cinci t 

Buckhorn Tannery does а large Pittsburg! Louisville and 
business in the tanning of a hig! Chicag 


grade of harness and skirting 
lather, and keeps a 


rce of 
















fifteen men employed the year an 
found. The business was here 
established about 55 years ago tanner's trade 
bul had been idle for е ciated with his 
years previous to the time Mr fathe that business there 
Stein took charge in 1893. Few conducting successfully the 
men would have been willing t« largest pl bu 
undertake the herculean t Е 1 H 
bulld anew this business eburg in 1893 à 
Mr Stein's thrrough knowle ос g { the khor 
М the business coup t Та | a 
Progressive methods arg 1 е! 1 a 
dealingsoon established a trade е i busir Не 
Which requires the plant to turn he princip ckholder in our 
941220 sides of leather per week loca! telephone system and the 





Ше year round, which is wit various telephone systems over 














Өну of the capacity of the the county and the public can 
establishment. Mr. St buys thank him alone for ng ir 
Ш Carload lots packer's steer strumental in the development 
hides. the best in the market, of that great convenience in ош 
Ше! from the packers in city and county 





Mr. and Mrs. б. W. Stamper and family in 1886 
Stamper is holding her daughter Cora on her lap, on 
father's right is Rebecca ( Roe), and in front of her the 
boys Jim and Jack. Another daughter Julia (Mrs Bruce 
Fisher) was born just befor® the family mov ed to Vanc 
teburg from Gr assy. in 1887. (Photo from Ed Roe) 


Your 175 Years 


LET US SERVE YOU DURING 


THE 1972-73 TOBACCO 
SELLING SEASON 


Burley Warehouse 


MAYSVILLE, KY. 
Kenneth Hardymon 





Norman Ruggles 
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E. Mavity, John Cox 
Harmon Holderness. On ground 


Left to right: O Oscar Ruark, Lee Ruark 
Mace Parker 


Aldridge, Halsey “Hoss” Plummer 


Dave James Jim 


^s near as can be ascertained 


this picture was taken about 1893 or 1894, under the river bank from 
the old B Birley Flour Mill, and was taken by Daus Kerr 
{гот original 1950 


Retaken 





The time was, we would guess, somewhere around 1908 to 1910. The place, on Market 
Street, between Second and Third, in front of what is now the Vanceburg Supply Co, It 
was then John Cox & Sons, J. Louis Rowsey had one of the finest appointed pho ph 
studios in the midwest. A farmer's mule team and jolt wagon, loaded with some sacks 
of feed and a couple of bales of hay, Two young men, Charley Ruark holding the reins 
and Will Cox standing behind, while the photographer upstairs did a candid camera 
shot, Oldsters remember the large glass cabinet hanging over the door leading upstairs 
to the photographer. It contained pictures of the most handsome subjects of the 
Photographer Rowsey. (We are indebted to Raymond Clark, Box 146, Concord, Ky. for 
the loan of this old picture.) (Photo courtesy Mrs. Russell Gilkinson 
published in Lewis County Herald.) 











Originally 


READY MIXED CONCRETE 
Serving Scioto County 
And Northern 
Kentucky 


Since 1935 





CALL 353-5187 


For Prices and Estimates 


Portsmouth Mixed Concrete 


Plant No. 1 425 Fifth Street 
Plant No. 2 Wheelersburg, Ohio 
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An “institution,” from 1884 till 1914, John Wesley 
(Skinny) Cox's grocers, Left to right, Mrs. Cox (the 
reader can see how he got his nickname), Samuel E. 
Bruce. his wife, Josephine Bruce, Charles Hammond, 
man holding post unidentified, Henry McElhaney, and 
the only known picture of Dr. Wm. H. Campbell. The 
room is the lower half of Martin's Super Market. Joining 


Webb Meal 





COMPLIMENTS 


Shumate's 
Market 


Serving You 


The feed mill of J. W. Webb & 
Боп was buil in 1875 by Jas 
Hiner and Wm. Stricklett, who 
operated the mill under the firm 
name of Hiner & Stricklett until 
1890, when they sold to John 
Hiner and Jas. Darragh, who 
continued the business for about 
two years, when Mr Darragh 
was succeeded by Grant Mc 
Daniel, This firm operated the 
mill for about one year when 
Mr. McDaniel retired and Mr 
John Hiner continued the 
business alone until 1898 when 
he sold out to J. М Webb & Son 
under which name the business 
is conducted by С. Н. Webb, his 
father having died August 25, 
1898. Last fall Mr. Webb gave 
the old mill a complete 
overhauling and replaced all of 
the old machinery with new 


Since 1948 
2 Miles East of 
VANCEBURG, 
KY. 


796-2424 













A Date In History 


May 9, 1877 


The Steamer Handy carried 
75 passengers on an excur 
to. Black Oak the pre 
Sunday. on a recent trip 
boat made 28 landings betwer 
here and Maysville 


COMPLIMENTS 


OF 


Ё 55; жі "HOME OF 


it is the present Floyd and Chleo Voier's Department 
Store, which miraculously escaped the Dec. 23, 1913 
holicaust known as the “Орега House Fire,” which wiped 
out the remainder of the block east of the department 
store. The picture was taken in 1892. (W. С. Dugan 
collection.) 


THE BRIDGE 


BOY" 


A Date In History 


RT. 10 
. Vanceburg Sun, Dec. 4, 1919 Vanceburg, 
& Feed Mill The Pullman Cigar Co. was 796-2211 
larted in the brick building at 
Front and Court Streets 
















Vanceburg 175th Birthday, 
Inc. 


Vanceburg Methodist Men 
And Chandler's Studio. 





We sponsoring a portrait of vou as 
vou look now during the 175th birt 
thday of our fair city. The package 
of portraits will consist of 1 ^ead and 
shoulder pose and will contain 


Te 
8 - Wallets ا‎ 


Also A Full Length Portrait Package 


2 - 5x7 
8 - Wallets $690 
Tues.. 


Portraits will be taken Mon Wed. between 
1:00 to 5:00 Р.М. and Thurs. 4:00 To 7:00 P.M. ( And 
By Appointment) 


machinery of the latest pattern 
including the latest improved 
25-horse-power 
Engine 


Foos Gasoline 
which gr 





tly in 
creased the output of the mill as 
well as the quality of the same 
Mr. Wm. Malone, the miller 
has been with this mill for 
eleven years and is thoroughly 
qualified to hold that position 
The mill grinds meal and feed 
and they handle hay, lime 
cement, зай, all kinds of seeds 
and the celebrated Jones (ег 
Ulizer. Capt. J. W Webb 
deceased, was born at Newton, 
Ohio, in 1847 and died in Van 
ceburg August 25 1898, his 
name still being carried in the 
firm by his son 


Scenes of Vanceburg, the Band and Etc will be 
on sale. Pictures of events will be available late 
through the studio 


CHANDLER’S STUDIO 


305 Lexington Ave. Vanceburg, Ky. 






(Vanceburg Sun, 


August 3, 
1905.) 



































eople's Livery Stable 


People’s Livery Stable 
was built in 1871 by 
n Horsley and 


1889, when il was reopened as 


was livery stable by Parker 











— 1674 They: жаға snper this sketch, was born at Head of 

п the firm name was and gave way toletS. К.Р; LT Grassy. this county, in 1850, and 

E Косвеу &Stout, who have a t He quit in WO — has by toil perseverance and 

ісі the business until years and the business р A o e ETT 

| They were succeeded by into the hands of М. С c'imbéd the ladder: cf SS 
A. Cassidy & Adams and Son who conducte 











when they sold out to Ruark 
Parker, who 
lablishment after operating 
it two years. It remaine 
until 1887 when the C 

railroad construction force 


ver 
built up 


jf the best in 


closed the public 











siness 








little сиу 
From 
Vanceburg Sun 





& Mug 1905 issue 


HQRSES 

AND 

VEHICLES 
— == € ai 

FIRST CLASS STOCK ALWAYS ON HAND 


HORSES AND MULES BOUGHT AND SOLD 


STOCK SALES EVERY THIRD MONDAY k 
UNLERTAKING ESTABLISHMENT IN CONNECTIO 


Twain e neer VANCEBURG, KY 





(From Victor Sullivan) 
















HAPPY BIRTHDAY 
VANCEBURG 


TOLLE'S 


Barber Shop 


211 Main Street 
Vanceburg, Kentucky 





| Owner - Harold L. Tolle - Operator 


used it as а mule stable until 
a 
& 









їпей зо for but one year. Іп business four years and 
it was again changed, the succeeded by the firm o! + 
me of the new firm being & Rowland wi ) t їп 189% 
ssidy & Hendrickson, whi о the present pre tor 
the busine: until ше) Pollitt, who has by 


his 
and courteous treatment 
the 


our 


ol 


EOI a] 













— — temm 


The first of the famous local bands, taken on west side of old Court House about 1897. On 


the grass is L. to R. Hugh La 


Oscar Ruark 





next three unidentified, next Dude Manning 


will, Vergie Ingrim, W. А 


(Billy) Plumme 
Will Donehue 


With tuba 
final two on 





right unknown. Shuttered window was vault in County Clerk's office. The door on extreme 
. (W. €. Dugan collection.) 


left was afterwards bricked up 


G. W. Stamper 


G. W. Stamper, the subject о! 


{гот à poor boy to the station of 





се and powe business 
When but 1874 


le his first venture in the 


à boy ir 





і 
business world by engaging in 
à small мау, oc 


m 





business ir 
cupying a room but 16 x 18 at 
He did business їп this 





or eight years when he 
int 





compelled on ac of 





growing business to m ? into 


larger quarters, moving into à 


room 20 x 36 feet, where he 
remained for six years. This 
room is now occupied by 


Stamper Bros. During the time 
he occupied these two rooms he 
did a large business in staves 
doing business with the Auxley 
Stave Company At one time 
during this period he lost over 
$3,000 by the breaking of a stave 
boom which let thousands of his 
Staves out into the Ohio, a large 
per of which he 
recovered, He next 
associated with the firm of S 
Ruggless & Co 


сеп! пеуег 


һесате 


and remained 
with them for eight In 
1888 he organized the Stamper 
Stave Co 
whom he did business for eight 
years. Ir. 1890 he established his 
present busines in the buildings 


years 


and Lumber with 


CONGRATULATION 


ON YOUR 175th BIRTHDAY 


Vanceburg Inn 


COME IN AND 
DINE WITH US. 
COFFEE 
SANDWICHES 
SHORT ORDERS 
PLATE LUNCHES 
FOOD AT ITS BEST 





OWNER 
Leona Stafford 
Vanceburg, Ky. 





now occupied by Таптап & 
Pollitt, Stamper & Dunbar and 
T. G ram, which buildings 





he still owns. In 1894 he built a 


storeroom and established the 


grocery department of h 


business. He bought the corner 
room and stocked it with a fine 


line of clothing, boots and shoes 





in 1897. In the same par he 
added furniture to his already 
large business, and in 1889 
opened a feed department. In 


1903 he the handsome 


building 


built 
mercantile 
now 


which he 


with his 
of 


shoes 


occupies mam 
stock 


clothing 


moth dry 








ко 
carpets 
By 


queensware and furniture 


honest and progressive businc 





methods he has built up 
business which is by far the 
largest in the count He hà 
always been identified with the 
timber business of the county 
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All 


VANCEBURG ON YOUR 


175th BIRTHDAY 
CELEBRATION 


Vanceburg 
Supply Co. 


Your Headquarters for 























xday опе 
à with 
R 10 
Ind ith who he 
ssocialed. Не is also ‹ 
argest proper 
rs, owning 
16 pieces of proper 
ceburg beside 
farms. He 1 ‹ 
with his brother i uat 
proper n Olive Hill. He is 
member of Masonic orde 
having à ed e Knig 
Templar Degree. Whe 
ame t Vance M 
Stamper ted 
the Deposit Bar 
its first direct ind has 
been its Presid f 
even yea Lewis County 
Herald, Aug 905 
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CITIZENS-DEPOSIT 
BANK 


Vanceburg, Kentucky 


VE 
" 
р р 
e 
£e 
А Г 
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Why Not Save For Those Rainy Days 
By Stopping By 


Citizens-Deposit Bank, 


Vanceburg, Kentucky 41179 


Ог 
Tollesboro Branch, 
Tollesboro, Kentucky 41189 


And Opening A Savings Account. 


We Pay 4%% On Pass Book Savings With Interest 
Compounded Semi-Annually. On Our 1 Year 

Certificate Of Deposit, Minimum %5,000.00 We Рау 
5% Per Cent Annually, 2 Year Certificates P 


ay 53 
Percent. We Also Offer Free Checking Account. 


Your Friendly Bank 


Vanceburg, Ky.‏ ا 
796-3011 234 


Tollesboro, Ку. 
| 2090 798-4031 
mE aod uas Му... 
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Vanceburg 185TH Birthday 


AND 


JULY JUBILEE CELEBRATION 


JULY 2nd, 3rd, & 4th 


THE GOOD OLD DAYS — DUGAN'S 
HISTORY OF LEWIS COUNTY — MOVING 
A COLLUS OF STEEL — THE HYDRO — 
REGULATORS WRATH GOES TO FAR 


JULY JUBILEE PROGRAM-PAGE 14 
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C 
Roy Lawson hc 
Chief Ке 
та 
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ТХЛ, 


кутар, |, 
Congratulations From 

Vanceburg Police Dept. 

E Vanceburg Volunteer Fire 


S s 





ae ee M3 
L - В: Maurice Кеп edy, Rick Switzer, James Switze кке” "ec 

Bivens, Richard Evans, Jeff Lykins, Bobby Jue малан Comm. Choppy 
Yates, John McCane, Chuck Switzer. nzel, Tommy 


Photos by Chandler Studios 
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Dugan's History 
Of Lewis County 


— from Talley's Northeast Kentucky Papers by Dr. William M. 
Tallev. 


The following history of Lewis County, Kentucky, was written by Capt. William 
Corter Dugon, of Vonceburg, Kentucky, It wos published in the issues of the 
Herald between Moy 2 ond June 13, 1940. Strangely enough, there are only o 
half dozen copies of this history that can be found. In order to save this concise, 
valuable manuscript, we оге inserting i! as a section of this book, and it is here 
published just os it appeared in the columns of the Herald 


A brief biography of the author introduces the history. 
: WILLIAM CARTER DUGAN 


William Соғтес Dugon wos born іп Vonceburg, Lewis County „Kentucky on June 
18, 1895, the only child of William Weldon Dugan ond Bertha Carter Dugan, 
his parernol ancestry stemming from Joseph Dugan (1768 - 1826) and Deborah 
Norman ib. 1776), the McKinley, Crist, and Richardson families; his maternal 
ancestry going to Northern Neck Virginia Carters of Corotoman, ond the Ohio 
fomilies of Trenary and Wade. The father was a successful tobacco broker, the 
mother о tolented artist, both parents being very musical. 


The subject of this sketch wos educoted in the Vonceburg Public Schools and 
Riverside Seminary, the Staunton Military Academy, the Cincinnati Conservatory 
of Music under С. Morgon Stricklett, early recording artist, Dr. Fery Lulek, 
internationally known Austrian lieder singer, Don Beddoe, fomous Welsh orotorio 
tenor, Fenton С. Pugh, and private instruction from Riccardo Martin, operatic 
tenor of the Metropolitan Opera and Covent Garden, London, and Frank Bibb, 
of Peabody Conservatory, Baltimore. Before he wos 10 years of age, he wos 
spending his summers learning to be on Ohio River pilot under his uncle (Бу mor- 
riage) Copt. James Н. Rowley, on Ohio River "Mark Twain". 


Torn between о career in music, the river, medicine, and the law - the first 

two being bitterly opposed by his father. Following naval service in World 

War, an unfortunate marriage, also against the vehement opposition of his fother, 
ended in a divorce, the wife going to the for west, where she again married, 

dying many yeors afterward. In on effort to орреозе the father, he sat obou! the 

study of low under оп eminent borrister, Circuit Judge Wm. С. Halbert, a friend 

of the family, and was duly admitted to the practice of law. This profession he 

зоот found distasteful, (he always void he suffered more than his clients) he again 
eked up Wis river career, and todey holds o Toast Guard Viceme аз Mower of 
vessels of all tonnage, and first closs pilot from Lock 1 Monongohaelo River to 
Chalmette, south of New Orleans on the Mississippi River, ond the length of the 
Kanawho River, о distonce of 1946 miles. During World Wor Il, he wos busy 
towing gosoline and oi! from оз far oway os Texas to the Pithburg orea. Following 
the close of hostilities, he was again confronted with o choice, the river or a 
professional music career. After several months at the Cincinnati College of 


Music. his father's health rapidly declining, he begged the son to stay at home and 


help him look after his business offoirs. Arrangements were worked out where the 
зоп might continue his river career, no! оз o steady berth, but os a "trip" or 
"relief" pilot, ond weekly trips to Cincinnati to ‘keep on his toes! in the music 
field 





In 1950 both parent's health become so impaired that it wos impossible for him to 
get away for more than o doy or two, and for more of o diversion thon anything 
else, һе bought some stock in the Lewis County Herald, a small town conservative 
#ерчф!!соп weekly poper, jus! o block away from the family home. In a matter 

of fourteen months thereafter, both parents died (May 1951) within eleven days of 
each other and he wos left with о newspaper on his hands. Тһе official organ of 
his party, thot party implored him ro “stay with them" ond not sell the paper, and 
like the recently much abused injunction, to "keep the foith. " 


The direction things were taking in the nation mode the pleas not in vain, and he 
Stayed on, recently remarking "It is ironical thot at the very time | should be 
slowing down and taking things easy, | wos never зо busy їп ту life." А heort 


attock a few year ago, however, resulted in his looking corefully ofter his health 
= end not temp! fate 


Asa child, he never wearied of listening to o group of the elders of the commun- 
ity tell of the days that were, slyly taking notes of потез, dotes, etc. thot after- 
words proved invaluable. In 1938, he published on exhaustive history of the local 
Masonic Ledge, of which he hos been the secretory for thirty four years, entitled 
“The Fint Hundred Years ^. Having received the various degrees of both the York 
and Scottish Kite, his Masonic career was crowned on Oct. 224, 1965 when he 


war toroneted о 33 degree Mason by the Supreme Council Scottish Rite in Wath- 
ington, D.C 


Eshoustive research of early county and court records, ond words handed down to 
him by generstion now long since passed beyond the vell, were put together in 


the following monuscript, which lolly i í i 
re denies rA wi appeared serially in the Lewis County Herald in 


Meanwhile, the author keeps іп top form musically by constant work with о mas 
pionist, Mr. Chas, Р. Schirrmann, Mus. Mostar, of Cincinnati 


College - Con- 
Servotory of Cincinnati, whose home in Porhmouth is о short drive away, Ar 





This article by Mr. Dugan was printed 42 years ago. He 
resides east of Vanceburg at his home overlooking the 
beautiful Ohio. 


present Мг. Dugan із tenor soloist of the chorus of Indra Consistory, Covington, 
Ky. where his work makes "three score and ten' seem unbelievoble. 


THURSDAY, MAY 2, 1940 
CL کا‎ ed BE MI 4 


HERALD TO RUN DUGAN MANUSCRIPT 
IN FULL 


The Herold monogemen! hos completed arrangements with Mr. W.C. Dugan to 
publish in its entirety his monuscrip! of Lewis County History, part of which 
oppeored in the Times-Stor on April 25th. This is mode up of material thot Mr 
Dugon hos collected over о lifetime for о complete and authentic history of the 
county which he plans to. publish in a book in the future, No pains of research 
of old court records has been spored, writings of the lote Judge George M 
Thomas, John McCann, J.S. Mavity, and recorded personal interviews with the 
lote Thos. Carter, Jim Voters, A.M. Plummer, S.W. Gill, R.E. Fryer, R.H 
Fisher, Т.С. Ingrim, Col. and Mrs. C.L. Tonnian, Mrs. Sallie Jones, Henry 
Redden, Thos. Cooper; personal recollections of Jomes Rowley, L.M. Stricklen 
and’ his good wife, Gus Doyle, Mrs. Emmo Willim, Mrs, W.C. Cox, Mrs. J 
W, Сох, W.T. Stone, Ed Rand, T. M. Bowman, Judge O.P. Pollitt, Mrs. lide 
Pollitt, Mrs, Jane Gordner ond many others; old documents in possession of Mr 
Lewis Hammond ond Mr. J. Leslie Myers , verified by old newspaper files ond 





documents, hove oll contributed to make this authentic ond correct оз it is human 


ly possible to do after the lapse of more than о century 
The manuscript will be run in consecutive installments ot our spoce will allow 


Every family in Lewis County should have this series of articles, to be kept for 
future generations, These papers can be hod by placing your reservation of this 
office, at the regular cost of only 5¢ per issue. M will take possibly seven issues 
to complete it. So if you want these series of papers, please reserve them in od- 
vance, otherwise only о regular number of popers will be printed 





HISTORY OF LEWIS COUNTY 


(By W. С. DUGAN) 








To the Public 
While many friends were kind enough to commend my recent histori ' 
oppeored in the Souvenir Edition of the Times Stor lost week 
disappointed to find thar the editors had "cut" iral t one-fou 
script contained much biography of families prominent in early history, t 
families in all sections af the county, early officers, present doy officials ond 


every school teacher octive during the c t year h histori teria j 





other humorous anecdotes that the Cinci editor must hove presumed 











perhops correctly) would hove been of ir y to Lewis C tians. So if the 
material many of you so kindly »iihed me did not appeor, this is the expl 
Hon. |! was in the original manuscript 
Sincerely 
W.C. Dugan 
PART ONE 


One porticular charm of the Commonwealth of Kentucky is the-proximity of habits 
customs, and environs of the eighteenth century ond the present doy within a few 
miles of each other. Within sounding distance of the most modern homes and 
manufacturing plants оге folks living for oll the world 7” ————«alonial 
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Ч Mss. Hattie Johnson, and Miss Lou Eaton, The fint principal re- 
mained at his post for twenty one yeors, removing to California in 1902, where 

he died with in past few months at a very advanced age. A privote school, The 
Riverside Seminary operated from 1870 until 1910. In 1926 the Lewis County - 
Vanceburg High School was erected, sufficient, it was thought, for many decades, 
but in the last yeor 1939 моз completed о new Junior High School building, the 
last word in modern school plants ond equipment. Its faculty include Prof. Wm. 
Corns, principal, Mrs. Anna Coll, Mrs. Ramona Brodford, Mrs. Ravanell Harrison 
Beckett. The joint High School is under the charge of Prof. Thomas W. Rowland, 
principal, ond the following foculty: Prof. Leroy Dorsey, Mrs. Glodys Fisher 
Dorsey, Miss Carrie Goldenburg, Miss Dorothy Nash, Prof. Leonard Hinson, Prof. 
Jomes Ishmael. The Groded School are: Prof. O.L. Mullikin, Principal, Miss 
Hazel Eshom, Miss Sarah Corrington, Miss Margaret Stricklett, Mrs. Mary Pollitt 
Geiger, Mrs. Alice Moore Grant, ond Mrs. Elizabeth Armstrong. The County 
Board of Education is composed of Miss Anno L. Bertram, Supt., W.C. Dugan, 
Secy., Thos. Carver, Choirman, and members Chas. Rudder, Mott Virgin, D.W. 
McNutt, and Mrs. C.P. Willis. The members of the Vonceburg,Board of Education 
оге Wm. T. Clork, Chairman, Floyd Voiers, Hedley Harrison, С.А. Stoggs, and 
O. W. Mathewson. 


Н. Horrison, 


Municipal Officers of the City of Vonceburg ore W. C. Dugan, Mayor, Council- 
men Clinton Lyon, Bruce Cooper, Sr., Robert Stoggs, Walter Thoroughman, Fred 
Wilson, and Glenn Newmon. City Clerk John A. Hollsted, City Attorney D. G 
Diamond, City Assessor Jesse Т, Henderson, City Marshall Estil Cooper, Deputy 
W. D. Boyd, Police Judge М. N. Picklesimer, Fire Chief Chas. Kennard, Water 
Works Engineer Albert Edwords, City Treasurer Leland Cook. 


Officials of the Lewis County government ore: County Judge Orville P. Pollitt, 

County Attorney Chos. Reidinger, County Clerk J. Corbett Knapp, Sheriff Henry 
Hardy, Tox Commissioner Carl Frye, Circuit Judge Harvey Parker, Circuit Court 
Clerk А.Н. Adams, Treosurer Orville Р. Tannion, Master Commissioner SF 





Mr. Dugan is shown here at the helm of the Delta Queen, 
his pride and joy. 





Lykins, State Representative Hobart Rayburn, Supt. County Infirmary Mrs, Lucy 
Himes, and the following Magistrates; L. G. Vergne, Shelton McClurg, Jasper 
О. Lowder, Mackey Hughes, Ray Craig, С.Н McEldowney, Wott Fannin, and 


Edgar Moore, Dr, Herbert М. Bertram, Coroner, Dr. Т. B. Ginn, Health Officer. 


PART TWO 
May 9, 1940 


So much for present times. And now to toke a look at the early history of Lewis 
County, of to be more precise, the territory that is now embraced in the county's 
boundary. Тһе first white men to set foot in Lewis County were troden from the 
French settlement at the mouth of Scioto, to which we have previously referred 
This settlement sat directly in the path of оп old Indian War road coming down 
Scioto valley from Chillicothe, Ohio, crossing the Ohio river ot the junction of 
the Ohio and Scioto, where a high sand bor, putting ou! from the Kentucky shore 
toward Ohio formed in low woter o shallows which mode an excellent ford. Flom 
there the trail led up о gap in the hills, on through into the bluegrass and cane 
&ountry into Tennessee, and on into Alabama. |! served twofold purpose. First 
the warlike Iroquois, Shawnees, ond Indians of the Six Nations frequently went 
into the South to war with the Cherokees of thot territory. Then, tes, both going 
9nd coming, it led thru the Kentucky country, truly o favorite ond jeolously 
guarded hunting ground. Thor intrepid colleague of Daniel Boone, the famous 
Simon Kenton mentions, that in the fall of 1771, he with two companions, John 
Strader and George Yeager, made a trip down the Ohio river os for оз the mouth 
of the Kentucky river, о! the present site of Carrolton, in quest of cone lond, 
and upon their return trip explored up various creeks in their search, among them 
Salt Lick Creek and Kinniconick Creek, upon the latter of which they met o 
French trader. (Lover we willtouch upon the alleged Kinniconick silver mine.) | 


Collins’ History of Kentuck; that the first survey | іп (емі 
mode by Copt. Thos. Illi, 12 una v. Ther Gad ees De саң в" 
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William Triplett, who соте to it in 1776. Fourteen years before, we remember, 
memben of the French colony were at the Solt Wells at Vonceburg. 


General Massie, who із said to have built the first frome house in Ohio, on top 
of the high hill east of Manchester, Ohio, commanding a view of the river for 
several miles, and о Wm. Campbell surveyed quite a bit of territory in the western 
port of Lewis County, from the three islands, (now Manchester Islands) on westward 
Massie founded the town of Manchester, Ohio. Ar the base of the hill, о morker 
пом designates a path from Ohio rood 52 to the site on the hilltop During re- 
seorch in the Camegie Library in Pittsburg this writer uncovered о tole relating 
that o number of friendly Indians were visiting Fort Pitt, having come up from the 
lower river country, Upon being asked where was the finest land they knew of 
along the river, they replied "The Kointuckee meadows west of the three islands." 
This lies in the extreme western end of Lewis County, opposite and below the 
town of Manchester, Ohio, ond is known as "Wilson's Bottoms,” ond to this doy 
there із no finer farming land in northern Kentucky than these brood and fertile 
acres. 


Following the Revolutionary War, the discharged soldiers begon their trek ocross 
the Alleghenies, some thru Virginia over Daniel Boone's Wilderness Rood, others 
in canoes, flatboats and rafts down the Ohio from Fi. Pitt, bound for the new 
lands in Kentucky and the Northwest Territory (Ohio), where many of them hod 
grants of land from the "Virginio Military Lands”. Many farms trace their title 
back to these grants. We know but little of the scouts ond early settlers of thot 
day, with the exception of two, John Doyle ond Jacob Strick lett, both of whom 
have descendants here to this day. John Doyle wos commissioned under Lieut 
Col. Josiah Harmer (settler of Marietta, Ohio.) as 
He served with Clark ot the copture of Vincennes, 
ginia, ending at the battle of Yorktown. Immediotely he jo 
ford in 1782 in his illfated expedition against the Wyan 
command were killed, coptured ond burnt ot o stoke near Sandusky, Ohio t 
Doyle was fortunate to escape afterwards serving in Indian Wars with Kent 
previously narrated, and under Harmer, St. Clair ond Wayne in 1790 and 1794 


a soldier of the Revolution 
fi 


nished his enlistment in 





1. Wm. Craw- 





in which most of the 
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He later settled near the heod of Quick's Run on с Revolutione 





land gront 
marrying Christino Davis, Then came the War of 1812, ond he wos among the 
first to volunteer with Gov. Shelby, and took part in the battle of Thome: 
others. He was the son of Edward Doyle, and с grondson 
had large holdings and wos a топ of means in Albemarle County, Virginia around 
the year 1740, А Rev. Woods, а Methodist minister at Limestone (Maysvi! 
1794, states that Doyle was a brave scout, of strong physical endurance, active, 
and never hod the services of о doctor 'till his finol illness, and served thru the 
Revolutionary, Indian, ond Wars of 1812, and never was wounded. Truly he bore 
a charmed life. Не was born in Morylond in 1752, the year the French started 
making salt at Salt Lick. He died Dec. 8, 1845 ond was buried on his farm, and 
his grave is marked only by a grove of pine trees that ore keeping vigil over the 
old warrior and pioneer's resting place. 








Dennis Doyle, who 
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Among the various blockhouses that were built between Big Sandy and Limestone 
in the 1790's was one which some people claimed was located at the mouth of 
Quick's Run. We think this is error, ond thar the Quicks Run spot was not the 
blockhouse, but o proposed county seat, as we mentioned eorlier in this article 
Jacob Stricklett, the subject of this sketch wos оп Indion Fighter who served with 
Wayne о! Fallen Timbers, and wos quartered at one time in this blockhouse. Be- 
fore his death, he pointed out to his grandchildren the location of the blockhouse, 
which was at Carrs, Ky. on the shores of the Ohio River on lond now owned by the 
Bierley family, Sheltered in this blockhouse were the Stout, Cox, and Sralcup 
fomilies, Stricklett married Martha Cox, о widow whose husband was killed by 
Indians, the marriage taking place in Adams County, Ohio, іп 1798, they after- 
words settling at the Head cf Quicks Run, at mouth of Martin's Fork. Slipping 

from this blockhouse ot opportune times, the settlers struggled to clear some ground 
that they might plont, Most of them hod come from Pennsylvania. An incident 
handed down from generation to generation happened at this station 


While the menfolks were working on the clearing operations nearby, a canoe full 
of Indians slipped across the river, intent on gomering о few scalps and raiding, 
and got almost into the gates before noticed. There was quite a commotion among 
the younger women, some fainting, but one old grandmother who hod been thru 
such offrays before in Pennsylvania, grabbed a musket and shot the fint Indian, 
others succeeding іп closing the gote, while the grandmother beat оп alarm on о 
big drum, the usual method of giving alarm at the frontier settlements. By the 
time the men reached the blockhouse, the Indians were half way back across the 
river, On another occasion two children, John and Obadiah, sons of Obodiah 
Stout were tommyhawked and killed near the station, Jacob Stricklett came from 
Pennsylvania, and served in the Indian wars under Wayne, and hod his leg broken 
in three places when his hone was shot under him at the Battle of Fallen Timbers: 
He was short, square shouldered and very active until crippled. In his old age 

he hod o dispute with a neighbor (whose name no person now remembers) and 

уеп! word that he was going to kill him. Тһе subject of this threat, knowing the 
old warrior meant exactly whot he said, prepored to defend his life, and when the 
two met, the neighbor fired fint, killing Stricklett, Ал impetuous streak ran thru 
the fomily, which coused some of the succeeding generations much trouble and 
bloodshed. А great-grandson of the old fighter, Mr. L.M. Stricklett, is still 
living in Vanceburg, also o great-grand-doughter, Mrs. Jessie Hammond, together 
with other descendonm, including Orville Plummer, Bertram Stricklett, the lrwins, 
Queens, and many other who ore numbered among the county's finest and sub- 
stantial citizens, Ме, John Augustus Doyle, of Cincinnati, to whom the writer 
wishes to acknowledge untold help in the preparation of this manuscript із а greot- 
great grandson of the John Doyle heretofore written of, and Soroh Stricklett, 
grand-daughter of Jocob Stricklen. 


Another inmate of this blockhouse wos George Calvin, who gave aid to the settlor 
against опу band of lurking Indians, ond his services were marked, and his hatred 
for the Red Man was very bitter, Тһе late John Н. McCann related years before 
his deoth, that һе hod once had o spot pointed out to him by one Somuel Aih, 


С 


ke 


— 
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shown him (Ails) where he had once killed on Indion. |! happened 
— dep frm fis cum, vate ктк ус кке 
graze, to fosten о bell on the leader's neck so they would be easily found. 
this porticuler morning the horse was wanted for some purpose, — 
mode for it, but it could not be found. Finally the shorp ear of Colvin detec! 
the sound of the bell far back in the forest on the side of the river hill (near Dom 
32 Ohio River.) He become suspicious о! once. Slipping away into the forest 
with bis trusty rifle in hand, he crossed the ridge on the Quicks Run side, coming 
up behind the spot from which the sound of the bell was coming. He hod a sus- 
picion it was an ombuscode of one or more Indians, using the belled animal оз о 
decoy. Moving silently ond carefully through the woods, ever on the alert for 
indian signs, he wos finally rewarded. Looking just oheod to him, he saw т 
Indian standing watching the approach of the man from the volley. His intention 
was too plain to be mistaken. Calvin raising his rifle, took deliberate aim ond 
fired. The Indian leaped into the oir with an agonized yell and fell at the foot 
of the tree, o crumpled heap. Mr. Colvin, like many old pioneers of his day, 
із buried neor the old church at Martin, on Quicks Run, in on unmarked grove. 


Another of these pioneers was John McCann, ancestor of the family by that name 
who still reside in the vicinity settled by "Big John" McCann, who came to Ken- 
tucky in o flot boot in 1792. Near the mouth of the Scioto River they were attack- 
ed by Indians and some of the party killed, the survivors landing at Limestone 
(Maysville). His son William McCann married Jone McKenzie іп 1812. Не 
served in the War of 1812 and witnessed the killing of Tecumseh, the great Indian 
Chief. Williom McCann's grandson, John McCann (1855-1926) who married Flora 
Manhall, daughter of Humphrey Marshall, о relative of Chief Justice John Mar- 
shall, spent his life on the hallowed acres of his illustrious forbearers, and was 

а close student of local history. The writer is indebted to his writing for much of 
the moteriol in this article. Brilliant intellect and talent have been characteristic 
of this family thru the generations. The daughter of John McCann (Mrs. Thos. J. 
Mackey) is now a resident of Vonceburg. 


Another early settler on Quick's Run was Thomas Pool, who saw service also in 
the War of 1812, and was with Commodore Perry at the Battle of Lake Erie when 
he sent the famous message to General Harrison, "We have met the enemy and 
they ore ours." He afterwards landed and joined General Johnson's army in de- 
feating Tecumseh and the British ot the Battle of the Thames іп 1813. 


Another veteran of the War of 1812 was one William McGinnis. |! seems оз if, 
like many another man of his дау, his quick temper and tart tongue kept him in 
plenty of trouble. At the outbreak of the war, he and his wife had a misunder- 
standing over some trivial domestic happening, which threw him into such a roge 
Жоғ he left home and mode his жау to the shores of Loke Erie ond enlisted in o 
company of soldiers who were cutting down trees, and hewing out timbers for the 
building of Commodore Perry's fleet. Being с skilled woodsman and on ortist 
with the broad axe and ойт, his volue was at once recognized. But alas for the 


асыры. even the little wife. In the course of the work, which as 
anc ДЫҒЫ ы strictly to o well designed ond laid out 
, he and a superior officer hod a difference of opinion as to just how a cer- 
fain thing hod to be done ond a certain way. Before he hod time to realize what 
he was doing, and the dire consequences under the military code, he proceeded 
to illustrate and drive home his point of view with a terrific blow that found its 
mak on his officer's jaw. Too late he then realized the enormity of his oct, and 
took flight before he could be seized by the other workers. He managed to make 
it to one of the ships which hod been completed and which was riding at anchor. 
Here he hid himself until the fleet wos completed, monned, ond put to sea, when 
he presented himself to Perry and frankly related the couse of his flight and hiding. 
The Commodore wos impressed with his monner and bearing, and finally said , "Well 
1 сол use oll the fighters | can get on this trip," and ordered McGinnis set to work. 
His first good impressions of the mon strengthened daily, and when at the height 
9 the battle of Loke Erie, when Perry houled down his flog from the riddled 
Lawrence" and rowed in an open boat, amid a shower of musket balls and grope- 
shot, to the "Niogora" , his flag under his arm, among the men in the boat wi th 
him wos MeGinnis. By the end of the жоғ, his ruffled feelings toword his consort 
was assuoged enough to permit his retum to his Lewis County domicile. His 
great-grandson, Dr. Herbert M. Bertram, todey 
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зоос Chandler, collector. There wos о! one time о lorge tonnery here, operated 
the Grimes fomily, who were related to Jesse Gront, father of Gen. U.S. 
me Old residents now long gone said that the Cronts, fother ond son, worked 
ot one time in this tonyord. In the early 1800's Ms. Cummins, а widow with 
seven sons, come to !he county ond located on the land berween Brush Creek Is- 
lond and Sycomore Creek. At the foot of this island they hod a horse mill, olso 
a mill boat built on two Flat boots with a water wheel between them, so thot the 
current of the water ran the mill. The horse mill wos later converted into a steam 
mill and sawed lumber to build countless flat boats and the steamboats " John 
Hancock, " "Clendel", “Lody Byron", ond "Elk". Опе of the sons, William 
Cummins, was the first man to command a steamboat between Cincinnati, Ohio, 
ond Charleston, W. Мо. He married Elizo Myers, Feb 1, 1827. Relatives in 
this generation ore Mr, J. Leslie Myers ond Мг. John Lewis Hommond, of Vonce- 
burg, the latter related through the Caines family, another pioneer family of the 
county. He still hos the sheepskin porchment lond worrant signed by Governor 
Beverly Randolph, of Virginia, for the land first settled by the widow ond fomi ly 
of Samuel Cummins. Mr. Myers cherishes оп old freight book of the steamboot 
operated by the family of Cummins more than o century ogo. 


Edword Stephenson was the first Magistrate in Concord; Larkin J. Proctor, who 
afterwards located in Clarksburg as a low partner of the lote George Morgon 
Thomas and оз o member of early legislatures, mode о memorable struggle for the 
establishment of the public school system, was the first attorney; King D. McClain, 
whose descendants оге yet numbered атор the town's prominent citizens, operated 
the first brick yord, where the brick for houses still standing were made. The 

first physicion was o Dr. Lindley; John Lovet the first cobinet moker; Somuel 


Stephenson, first merchant and postmoster; Martin Bliss, first toilor; Thomas 
Brown, the first regular ferrymon, which enterprise is corried on today by Chas. 
Thomas, whose family likewise were omong the early settlers. Mr. Brown also 
built barges and flatboots, and his two sons, Poris С. Brown and August W. Brown 
afterwards became prominent Cincinnoti business men. The first cooper (borrel 
maker) was J. P. Hendrickson, and John Taylor whose descendants ore still 
citizens of the town, operated the first wharf boat. In December, 1845, the 
steomboats "Delorck" and "Martha" collided in front of Concord, and both boots 
were a total loss. A few weeks later in Jonuory, 1846, the “Raleigh” ond the 
"Lowrence" collided just below Concord and sank in shollow water, Both were 
loaded with flour. 


The first newspaper іп Lewis County, called THE PIONEER, wos published here in 


1850. If wos edited ond published by E. Holderness. One issue tells of o golo day, 


в celebration given by the "Pacific Division of Temperance”, when from fifteen 

hundred to two thousand persons were present. Prof. Bell, of Maysville, was the 

orator of the day, while the Manchester Band discoursed sweet music. Up to 

about 1870, greot balls were given here, attended by persons from all over the 

country and neorby cities. 
- e '— 





PART 111 
May 16, 1940 


Not long after the settlements о! Vonceburg, settlers begon to arrive on Cabin 
Creek, the principal stream in the western section of the county. |! received it 
name from the number of Indian huts which the first settlers found along its banks 
The first postoffice in the county, so far as we ore able to leorn, was established 
here іп 1798. Eorly mail was carried on horsebock from Maysville to the mouth 
of Big Sandy River (Catlettsburg) once o week. Тһе lote T. B. Harrison, a famous 
Mason of that day, when a boy carried the mail over this route for a year. His 
two sons, T. B. Harrison Jr. ond Rolph Horison, are prominent business men in 
Vanceburg ot this дау. Would that we hod the facile pen and mine of information 
of Clara Degman Hook, a descendant of the celebrated Degman family, thot we 
might do this country justice. Eorly settlers, mony of whose descendants still 
reside in this section, include the Barkleys, Fenwicks, Tullys, Brodleys, Rowlands, 
Teagers, Givens, Fearis, Hughes, Boyds, Scotts, Blounts, McNeals, Marsholls, 
Banes, Emmons, Hendricksons, Hulls, Grigsbys, Pollitts, Hendersons, Truesdells, 
Bevards, Tylers, Craigs, Irwins, and others 


Two of the first churches in the county were established both before the county was 
organized. Old East Fork, the mother of all Christion, ос оз some designate them, 
Disciples Church had such religious gionts as Alexander Campbell, Barton W. Stone 
and "Raccoon John" Smith filling their pulpits in the eorly days. In the churchyord 
here, too, are graves of countless pioneers. One can better appreciate Gray's 
Elegy after a visit to this old cemetery, with its unusual inscriptions on the tomb- 
stones. On one of the Rowland groves, the marker states that "Не was a Disciple 
of Alexander Compbel! and a Son of Temperance." 


Old Ebenezer Presbyterian Church was located here іп 1806. Here also is a very 
old graveyard, with their quaint inscriptions. Some time in the 1850's, О.Н 
Baldwin, of Cincinnati, tought singing school ot Ebenezer. He was of Ње Bald- 
win Music Co., which is yet in business in the Queen City 


But let us take a look at the fomilies who mode the fint clearings in the primeval 
forest ond erected their log cabins in other sections of the county. "There is 

Salt Lick Creek. Records of Elijoh Thomas (1804-1883), father of The ісе George 
Morgan Thomos (1828-1912) one of Lewis County's most illustrious sons, о teoch- 
er, lowyer, legislator, senator, congressman, judge, and solicitor of Internal 
Revenue under President McKinley, relates the following 


The first house on Salt Lick was ot the Saltwells, about o mile south of Vanceburg, 
ot Dry Run, built by John McDaniel. Another cabin was built nearby by hooc 
Halbert, grect-grondfather of the late Judge Wm. С. Holbert (1855-1931). Be- 
ginning at Esculapia, at the head of the valley, the first settler wos an English- 
mon, John Powling. Next wos Jesse Melson, then William Wilson. He hod sev- 
eral sons, one of whom built о house on the Jones farm, now owned by John С 
Walker, Неге it wos in 1846 thot Frank Shaw built а tanyard, which he sold to 
Continued On Page 9 
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Gront, father of General U.S. Grant. This tanyord wos afterward ac- 
Deka Soke Mery Walker Fryer, who moved it to Vonceburg in the 
eorly 1870's. We have not been able to ascertoin whether this (1846) wos before 
or ойе? Jesse Grant hod the tonyord in Concord. He also operated о tanyord о! 
the mouth of Grassy on Kinniconick, on the form now owned Бу Lawrence Jones. 
The next house down the creek wos on what was afterwards known os the Cropper 
form, built by o Parker from Ohio. 


form, first settled by Henry Armstrong, passing in turn to Don- 
— Eshom, ond then to the grandfather of the lote Somvel 2. 
Pugh, this latter of whom rose to о prominent ploce in local politics, serving the 
county as its attorney, Judge, and finally representing the district in Congress. 
His wife was Arominta Thomas, daughter of George Morgan Thomas, whose career 
we recently reviewed. Another of the Pugh family was Jomes R. Pugh Ist, prom- 
inent business man of the lost century. His wife was Mary Halbert, doughter of 


` Wm. C. Holbert (1817-1877) who, оз heretofore mentioned, donated the present 


sites of the Court House and Grode School in Vanceburg. Bruce T.Pugh, son of 
Saml. J. Pugh; J. R. Pugh 3rd, ond Mrs. Som C. Johnson, grandchildren of 
Jomes R. Pugh Ist occupy prominent positions in present day business, political, 
and social circles of the present day. The old Pugh form is what is known today 
сз the El Hockworth farm. іп order next come Michael Deon, James McPike, 
the СотрЬе!! form, owned by on old Revolutionary Wor veteron, who hod served 


under Washington at Brandywine. Next came the farm settled by London Calvert 
in 1800. 


Israel Thomos, Somuel Shortridge ond Jesse В. Carrington continued on down to 
what is now known as the Volley. The first church (Baptist) ond groveyard wos on 
the other prong of Solt Lick Creek. Неге was buried London Calvert and other 

old settlers, but the graveyard has long since been abondoned. Тһе first school 
жаз tought by Edward Voiers or Veers, ond the next by Jesse Carrington, who 
married Morgoret Eshom, eldest doughter of Williom Esham. Other early marriages 
were William Campbell ond Mary Tulley, Henry Halbert and Sallie McDaniel, 
Aschibold Frizzell ond Alice Hance. Frizzell's nome oppeors perhaps more fre- 
svently in old county records up to about the middle of the lost century thon any. 
other person, he being the incumbent of many county offices. The lost of these 
morrioges wos in the spring of 1805. Неге, too, Elijah Thomos tells that he wit- 
nessed his First donce. |! wes in 1809 оғ 1810 and the fiddler was Randal! Smallin. 
One of the doncers, he said, was clothed in buckskin moccgsins, hunter's shirt 

ond trousers, trimmed with red fringe. 

Neor the McDaniel cabin ot the salt wells ot Dry Run was built what wos to be- 
come the best known house in the county, the old "Hunter's Home." In the early 
days of the nineteenth century W. B. Parker, who come from the vicinity of Lex- 
ington, ond hod located ot Limestone (Maysville), used to make hunting trips into 
what is now Lewis County, usvally bringing a compony of companions. There were 


no taverns here at that early doy, and cabins were few and for between. Beor, 


deer, wolves, panthers and wild cots were plentiful. Mr. Parker (we hod better 
еге and now that he was known as "Red Buck” Parker, of whom we shall 
later on in the story) decided to build a hunting lodge for the use on 
rips, whi ' о half log house. north, 
— dari ادل‎ ome یا‎ i 
2 or cooking os w о purposes, would accommodate o six foot 
backlog. Here "Red Buck" ond his party held forth several years, when he de- 
cided to make it his home and brought his family to Lewis County, where he and 
his descendants were destined to this day to serve the county, in practically every 
office of honor and trust within the gif! of the voters, His son wos Leroy Preston 
Porker. |! was he who in 1857 built in the lower end of Vanceburg the most fo- 
mous old house in the town, known as the “McKellup house". It was in the upper 
room of this house Њо? Polar Star Masonic Lodge was organized in 1858, and 
which also housed the local chapter of "Sons of Temperance." Three greot- 
grondchildren of "Red Buck" Parker are stil! carrying high the torch in public 
service, the present County Judge Orville Preston Pollitt, who previously hod 
served оз County Clerk from 1898 to 1918, and before that оз Deputy Clerk under 
Thom. A. Mitchell; Orville Preston Tonnian, who after a deputy-ship under Mr. 
Pollitt, served оз County Clerk from 1918 to 1929, and is now County Treasurer; 
Mrs. Lido Tonnion Pollitt, whose doughter Mrs. Mary С. Geiger, and grond- 
daughter Mary Powell Geiger, make the fifth and sixth generation of this old 
fomily. After the inclemencies ond vicissitudes of nearly a century and a half, 


the old Hunters Home was finally razed іп 1938, and the following yeor the old 
MeKellup house met a like end. 


The settlements on Kinniconick Creek date back to about the some time as the 
Salt Lick settlements. Henry C. Bruce settled ot the mouth of Spy Run in 1812, 
his brothers George W. ond Alexander Bruce locating nearby. At one time they 
hod seven water mills running on the creek, four sowing lumber and four grain 
grinders. At about the same time John Craig located ot the mouth of McDowell's 
Run. Beyond him J. Moore, Thomas Clark, Bosil Duke, ond Abner Brightman 
located. Oliver Dewey had a cabin ot the mouth of Trace Fork in 1807, and the 
same year Aaron Stratton and Basil Burris located Kentucky land warrants on the 
opposite side of the creek. One Baldwin Smith settled next on Town Branch, 
about five miles from Vonceburg. Then Major McDaniel and son Ambrose located 
о land warrant at Laurel Fork ond Scott's Branch, where the Thos. Cooper farm is 
now located. He sold out to Thomas Stone, Sr., whose grandson, Former County 
Judge W. T. Stone, is now a resident of Vonceburg, where he is loved and res- 
pected by oll. About this time the Bloomfields, Euleth, Staggs, Dyen, Stoffords, 
Liles, Knapps, whose families ore all represented in the twentieth century, located 
here, the Nolens, Probsts, Stonders, Heinischs, Eddingtons, and other following 
in their footsteps shortly afterward. The Rayburns too, found this country to 

their liking, and laid the foundation of politicol service and prestige. Here the 
Stomper family, by unflogging industry and business ingenuity started the coreer 
of wealth and influence that flowered into maturity with G. W. Stomper (1850- 
1938). 

In the latter part of the eighteenth century, Stephen Lewis come down the Ohio 
оп a flat boot, ond after о short residence in what is now Portsmouth, Ohio, drop- 
ped on down the river to the mouth of Kinniconick, thence up the creek to the 
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'onnery neighborhood . A Revolutionary Wor veteran, o member of Virginia's fini 
— Qr Fielden Lewis become the husband of Betty Washington, the wild 
Kentucky country strongly appealed to him, ond here he mode his home and ended 
his days by the placid waters of Kinny Creek, and became the Progenitor of that 
family in Lewis and Carter Counties. His grandson, John R. Lewis, is still living 
оп the old stamping ground of his grandsire, more than eighty years of age, stil! 
оп omniverous reader, fully abreast with the times, and on authority on local 
history. Another relative of George Washington was 0 well-known Lewis Countian 
a century ogo. She was Lucy Blakemore Bragg, of which we will write loter on 


In the Tollesboro neighborhood, the following are named as among the first serler, 
Jomes Rowland, Joseph and James Fitch, John Solisberry, Peter and William 
Giddyns, Wm. Carr, Aaron Owens, John Hamlin, James Swearengin, Jesse Hom- 
rick, Joseph Lyons, Robert Rea, Elijah Moore, Thomas Parker, Joseph Watkins, 
Peter Duzan, Gabriel Peed, Ezra ond David Toncraye, Wm. Walker, Thos. Gillespie 


In the Mud Lick neighborhood were Benj. Cole, Samuel Criswell, Wm. Murphy, 
Solomon Thomas, Saml. Spurgin, Andrew Means, John Thompson, Thos. Thompson 
Abrahom Plummer, Jomes Silvey, John Maddox, H.C. Martin, John Bell, John 
Green, Caleb Taylor, John Hamman, Joshua Powers, and Wm. Quaintance 


In the Eastern end of the county, from Kinney Creek to the Greenup County Line 
the following appear to have been the eorly settlers: Robert Bogby, Thos. Shain, 
Rowland Thomas, James Stephenson, Sr. and Jr., Thos. Mahon, Wm. Burk, 

the Foreman family, Jonas Hore, Josh Bailey, Wm. Bilderbock, Wm. Harmon 
Jocob Scott, Ed. Scott, Wm. Dorch, David and William Shain, J. W. Leach 
Jomes Loughlin, James Applegate, Joseph Huston, John Hardy, Anthony Thompson 
Thos. Veach, John 5. Laird, David Hudson, Wm. Hudson, Levy Connelly, Michoe 
Stockwell, Christian Stoiley, Thompson Stratton (who hod a tavern on the banks 
of Kinney and hod ferry license there in 1835), Willis Bogby, John Thompson, 
John ond George Hoobler, Pleasant M. Savage, Rev. Elias Oliver, o Methodist 
minister, Joshua Owings, Chas. Cooley. 


On Spy Run were Robt. B. and Nathaniel R. Garland, Jason ond Elias Miller, 
Henry Liles, James Clark, Thos. Zornes, John,Levi, and William Royster, Thos 
Williams, Thos. and Constontine Bruce, and Thomas and Edward Campbell 


In the Buck Lick country were Thomas West, Henry Morrison, Harmon Hurst, Wm 


Rayburn, Jomes Duke, Nicholas Wallingford, Jordan Ruark, Milton Grigsby, and 
the Bullock heirs. 


Thus we see a cross-section of the county's pioneer citizens, ond with very few 
exceptions, the third and fourth generation removed from the foregoing 

be found within а few miles of the very ocres where their ancestors erected their 
fint log cabin. 

While poverty and hardship were the rule in those strenuous times, it was not ever 
thus. Even in those days it was possible for the keen business man, with vision and 
industry, to accumulate what in those days was almost the equal of the Notional 
debt. Witness the tax retums of John ond Horatio Bruce, who were called into » 
court in 1818 to give in their list, which for some reason the ossessor hod been 
unable to obtoin: 24 slaves, 7 horses, 7,875 acres of land located in Lewis, 
Mason, Bourbon counties, which they valued from $7 to $40 an acre, the toto! 
valuation which they themselves placed on their estate being $77,600.00. It wil! 
be remembered that this family was operating eight water mills on Kinney Creek 
at the same time, and thot their holding extended into several other Kentucky 
counties. Consider, too, that the entire income for the county was 702 tithes 
(poll tax on moles over 21 years of age -- іп cluding blacks == and 70¢ each, to- 
gether with fines, licenses, etc. only amounted to $746.50. The costs of operct- 
ing the county was only $230. 574. Officials were paid by fees incident to the 
performance of their various duties, making arrests, issuing court popes, wn од 
deeds, legal documents, etc. The county clerk hod a scale of prices oppertoinin9 
to the work of his office, but he did not receive these, only o commission, which 
іп 1812 was only 5 per cent of all the money he collected. The State recei ve? 
the remainder of the fruits of his labor. In 1810 the Sheriff's solary for the en 

tire yeor wos $40.00; the county attorney $34.00; the Commonwealth Attorney 
$100.00. For witness fee in a case іп court іп 1808, it was ordered that Jono!’ 


Ruggles pay Matthew Burriss "two shillings and one penny" for one day's atten- 
dance as witness. 


At the October term of 1812, one William Cottingham objected to о rood being 
established through his land, and a jury awarded him 2116 which was immediately 
paid in open court by Archibald Frizzell. This was the Quicks Run rood. 1^ 
1819 it took Wm. 8. Parker seventy days to assess the county for taxes, of the 
cost of $1 per day. He was allowed $10 for making out the list, and his yeor `s 
work thus netted him $80.00, Not having enough “irons in the fire" in the way 
of business enterprises, we find the Bruce brothers making salt in 1819 


Around 1812, the writer's maternal great-grandfather, John Carter, settled 
Quick's Run on what is now known os the McVaney farm, marrying Lucinda Cor 
doughter of James Carr, in 1825 Though descended from "King" Carter and 
"Secretary" Carter of the Virginia family of that nome, there із no evidence tho! 
he brought олу of their wealth to Kentucky with him, nevertheless he оррогет!!у 
found no hardship in raising twelve children of his own, and adopting thirteen 
children of neighbors who died and left those orphans. He was о great hunter 
deer and bear, and kept one hundred dogs, to which one slave was assigned whose 
sole duty it was to boil mush in о huge iron kettle to feed them thrice daily. | 
June 1821 he was oppointed overseer of the rood from Quick's Run to Heath's 
Mill (near the present site of Fly Branch school.) His daughter Lucy married Joh^ 
Voiers. In the April term of 1827, he and W. 8, Porker were ordered by the cov" 
to go to the house of Wm. Fink, and examine into the situation of said Fink, 9% 
ascertain if they stand in need of any provisions, etc , and to furnish them who! 
will be necessary for their use till the next court. "That's how they did it then 
Continued On Page 12 
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Continued From Page 10 

said an old citizen, "ond that’s how humanity manifested itself toward a suffering 
gers men gr ary in our grondfathe day." Тһе топ ofterward 
died, and his children were among the ones taken into the Carter home. John \ 
Carter emigrated to Indiana їп Һе 1850%, Abe Fink,one of the children going with 
him, and was still living there at an advanced оде in 1926 when the writer had 
some correspondence with him. Once he wrote "John Carter was a fine man. 
Sometimes he would get mod and swear, but never around the house,” 


In the one hundred and thirty-three years of its history, only once was there о 
legal hanging in Lewis County. in September 1815 о negro slave nomed George, 
the property of James Hill of Bath County, was tried for the attempted rape of 
the eleven year old daughter of Walter Davis. Witnesses against him were John 
Morrison and Thoma: Mitchell. Before о jury composed of Henry Halbert, Geo. 
Thomas, Jarret С. Smith, Archibol Frizzell, Wm. Cottingham, John Fry, Thos 
Gayle, Plummer Thomas, Robert Усіет, Samuel Cummins, Elias Stalcup and 
James Martin, he was found guilty and sentenced to be hanged. The sheriff 

built o gallows just across the rood from Clarksburg, on the raising ground on the 
form now owned by Orville P. Tannian, where the sentence was corried ou! on 
October 27, 1815. The grandfather of Circuit Judge Horvey, Seth Porker, once 
started to erect a dwelling on the spot, but his wife refused to live anywhere neor 
the ploce, ond a house was built about o mile south of Clarksburg. 


Another honging, not о legal execution, but Бу on enraged mob, happened in 
1876 near the old Hunter's Home. On Monday moming Robert Ellis, aged 26, 


the son of с former Sheriff Samuel Ellis wos shot and instantly killed by George 
Washington Lee, 52, 


9% young Ellis was cutting oats on his father's farm neor 
Tollesboro, Lee went direct to Tollesboro and gove himself up to Constable Hughes, 
who brought him direct to the jail ot Vonceburg, where he told officers thot he had 
killed Ellis becouse he suspected him of being intimote with his wife, who wos 
several years his junior. The following day, Tuesday, July 18, 1876 Robert Ellis 
was buried, ond after his funeral, o mob started forming ond os soon as it wos 

dork, started on horseback to Vonceburg. There they surrounded the jail, over- 
powered Willis Hisey, the jailer, secured his keys and took Lee into custody 
Many recruits joined the mob in Vanceburg, and then they started bock toward 
Tollesboro. When a little over o mile from the 1011 they drove the one horse wag- 
on on which Lee lay bound and gaged, under the overhanging branch of an oak 
tree, threw a rope they had secured from a derrick in Vanceburg, over the branch 
and slipped a noose on the other end around Lee's neck. The gag wos removed 
ond he was asked if he hod anything to say before they hanged him. He replied 
that he hod killed 


Ellis on suspicion, and declined to make опу further comment. 
The wogon was then driven out from under himand оз he struggled in mid air, 


two charges from a shot gun was fired into his body. The next moming when news 
go! abroad of what had happened in the night, 


hundreds from all ports of the 
country milled around the gruesome spectacle. Two sons of Leroy Preston Parker, 
John and Thomas, started to drive into о horvest field over the side road above 
which the man was suspended . The horses became frightened and refused to ap- 


=. 
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spot, but the late John C. Ingrim came forward and seized the corpse 
— in нае анч it өзіде, while the homes were forced under the anie. 
into the field. It was not until past eight o'clock on the moming of July ! 
officers came and took down the body. The coroner's jury found that Wash Lee 
come to his death at the hands of persons unknown to the ішу." Trodition hos it 
that the mob wos composed of some of the most prominent and influential citizens 
of the county, and while subsequent investigations were made from time to time, 
nothing ever come of it. There are still people living who as children went a 
the next morning and saw the body still hanging, and that there are still people 
living who know oll the "inside" of the case, and the name of some of the members 
of the mob, but their lips are forever sealed, and they will carry те зесге! to 
their graves, so weighty is the obligation binding them to etemal silence. This 
narrative the writer heard from o person "who knew", and from contemporary 
newspapers, but was pledged to secrecy so long as his informant lived. This дел!- 


leman is now dead, and | am giving it to the public exactly os | heard it from ^ 
and from the newspoper reports of the day. About two years ago the old Hen 
which hod become hollow and decayed, caught fire and had to be cut down be 


Mr. Dugan at his home east of Vanceburg. 










— 
couse of the donger of its folling on the highway, but fragments of it ore still 
preserved in some quorters. 


PART IV 
Moy 23, 1940 


Another oddity in these doys із оп order of the Court in October 1824, to establish 
о whipping post in the court yard, at о cost of Six Dollors. 





In those days public servonts who “made good" in their respective offices seem 
, to have had no opposition for their jobs. Witness the cose of Joseph Robb, who 
wes county court clerk from 1810 to 1854, a ос! which attested on his tombstone 

1 in the old Clarksburg Cemetery. Then there is Archibold Frizzell who was coroner 
almost continually from the county's formation until 1840. Alfred Harrison was 

` ` County Surveyor from 1854 olmost up to the time of his death in 1902. Judge 

` J.M. Lee, who wos bom in 1856 and is still very much olive, wos elected County 
Judge repectedly over a period of thirty six years, with few breathing spells while 
others took their try at the job, while the lote Judge Asbury Wolker Fryer was 

1 elected repeotedly prior to the downing of the twentieth century. 


с. н Fomily ovocations, too, continue for generations. Succeeding John P. Pell, who 


was County Surveyor from 1842, was his pupil Alfred Harrison, who served, 05 
previously stated, from 1854 to 1902, (Peter Mawk and Е.С. Rowlond interrupting 
his continuity for a few terms.) He was succeeded by his grandson, Ernest Staley 
Another grondson, Ivan W. Senders, succeeded Staley. At Sonders' deoth, the 
transit and compass fell, like the mantle of Elijah on the third grandson, Ed Rond, 

` e thoroughly trained engineer, the demonds for whose service comes often beyond 
local confines. On his fother's side, Mr. Rand is descended from Col. Jacob 
Rond, the classmate graduating in 1829 with Socrates Holbrook from Athens Col- 
lege, which we have olluded to in early Vanceburg history. 










Таке the case of the Vonceburg ond Sandy Springs (Ohio) ferry across the Ohio 

| River. In 1812 Jonathan Kenyon received the ferry license from the Ohio side, 

{ which the family has held continuously since that time, с great-grandson Eorl 

| Kenyon, being its operator at this day, and living on the farm occupied by the 
Kenyon family for gne hundred and twenty-eight years. 

} politics, we have frequently been grouped by our Democratic friends as 
the unholy tric “Maine, Vermont, and Lewis County." True, we take to changes 

( slowly, ond after thorough investigation. We ore hidebound by ancient custom, 

ж and tradition. Fomilies faithfully and zealously subscribe to mid-Victorian 

cals, which they seldom геод, “just becouse Grondma always took that 

A housewife was observed putting a piece of red flannel, about the size 


е bottom of оп old fashioned oil lamp. Asked what virtue 
ng of the lamp, she replied "Oh, | don't know. 


ا 






—— of this vicinity ore relics of the “horse ond buggy" days. And os for 


M COMPLETE LINE OF HOUSEHOLD FURNISHINGS М 
% SERVING THE AREA SINCE 1955 ( 
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Grandma always did it!" And so оп. | could give dozens of such instonces. Such 
as stopping the family clock the instant a member of the fomily died -- the imme- 
diate covering of any mirror that might be in the death chamber by sheet, towel, 


or drape of some sort -- the terror of а howling dog when someone in the house is 
ill — the abject fright caused by a bird that might happen to get into the house- 
- the consternation caused to some should any persons with whom they are walking 
might poss on the opposite side of a post or tree. Both must poss on the some side. 
Or should you give a friend a knife or other edged instrument os o gift, always 
токе them give you a penny in exchange, otherwise the knife will cut your 
friendship, os the post or tree would surely divide it 


Standing in the Court House yard is the first monument to soldiers of the Union 
Army ever to be erected south of the Mason-Dixon line. Not that we did not 
have many gallant boys who wore the gray. Мо state in the Union was worse 
divided thon wos Kentucky in their sympathies ond services to the North and 
South, and no county in our state worse divided than was Lewis County. Brothers 
and cousins fought each other on bottle fronts, and come home from the war to 
fight on sight of each other on the streets or in the fields, and engage in guerilla 
worfore a decode ofter Abraham Lincoln was entombed at Springfield. Forty 
years after the close of the (as Mark Twain designated it "Late Unpleasantness)’ 

a prominent lady, passing о 4th of July celebration, shrieked "Hurraw for Jeff 
Davis” ond narrowly escaped being mobbed by other ladies in the audience. The 
late Theodore Roosevelt, speaking from the rear end of his train here once, was 
almost blown from the platform when a man popped up from under the cor, almost 
in his (осе, ond roored “Hurrah for Bryan!" It was a strange situation here. The 
majority of the people were slave owners, but placed the preservation of the 
Union before their personal interest, consequently Democrats were found in the 
blue ranks, опа Republicans sometimes wore the gray. The Union-Democrots were 
frequently assailed at elections years afterwards, "Yoh, why don't you vote the 
way you fight!" Their comrades in arms could not understand why that they could 
vote anything but the straight Republican ticker, heving fought in the Union Army 
And vise-verso. In the early 1900's, when political battles began to get hot, 
school children whose parents differed politically “broke off diplomatic relations 
with their erstwhile chums, and often fought pitched bottles until the election was 
over and things cooled down a bit. And even within the post year a citizen was 
heord to refer to another who was born further south in the stote as "o d--m rebel 
so ond sol" And onother, during o spell of illness, wos particular to make his 
funeral arrangements, stressing in porticulor thot “1 have been o Democrat oll my 
life, and | wont a Democrat undertaker to bury me!" And to insure his wishes 
being corried out, set aside the amount of money nec essary for his funeral expenses 
to the credit of an undertaker who filled the necessary political requirements 

Of the tales that have wokened more than local interest, none is more astounding 
than the “Larkin Liles Tole". From the lips of old timers, now long since gone, 
some of them relotives of our subject, | have gleaned the information that forms the 
basis of the tale. In the rough and rugged Kinney country, neor Straight Fork, 
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lived Lorkin Liles, a Боск woodsmon ond hunter, o member of the sterling family 
whose members now, os then, exemplify honest and high principle. Coming to 
Vonceburg, which his neighbors did several times each year, one of the joumeys 
found him in the tavern of James Corr (some soy the host wos one Jomes Redden) 
on May 21, 1835. His besetting sin, or оз it seems to be in some folks more 
properly colled о Ӛзесзе, was his love of whiskey, a malady that in those days, 
оз now, was confined to the mountains, but found its devotees in the high places 
` es well. After a few drinks, the absolute fearlessness of his nature and his love 
for a good fight came quickly to the surface, and he become involved in an argu- 
ment with one Edward Campbell, which soon burst into o rough and tumble fight, 
іп which it was every топ for himself ond Devil take the loser, and Liles was not 
slow to employ the weapons nature hod given him, both teeth and claws, in his 
attack and defense. іп those days a fist-ond-skull fight was the delight of the 
village idler, ond he ran to witness i! and toke port in the excitement without the 
fear or thought of o stray bullet оғ on occidental thrust of a razor edged hunting 
knife between his ribs. А crowd quickly gathered ond formed о ring around these 
mountain glodictors, until the fight became so fast ond furious and the uproar so 
greot that Harry Porker, the Deputy Sheriff, was called upon to “command the 
peoce." This he did and arrested both fighters. In the trial о! Clarksburg on June 
28th, 1836, the witnesses being the Deputy Sheriff, Richard Pell and Stephen 
Bliss, the defendant was found guilty of mayhem, committed upon the person 
Edward Campbell, by “biting off his lower lip," and he моз sentenced to serve 
one year in the penitentiary at Frankfort. |! was о hard task for " Uncle Buck" 
04-8.) Parker, the high sheriff, that same mon who we related as building the 
Hunters Home, to have to take his friend Liles to prison. The worthy sheriff was 
known ond loved from Big Sandy River to Cincinnati, аз well оз by everyone іп 
the county, and he ond Liles were porticularly good friends. Мопу was the time 
they hod hunted the bear and deer together, many the nights had Uncle Buck spent 
beneath Lile's hospitable roof, with apples roasting on the hearth before the roor- 
ing log fire, the wicker demijohn handy for the occasional toddy, while the good 
wife prepared the venison steak and com pone, ond listened to the tales of that 
greot man, the "high sheriff" who was to spend the night at their home. Those 
days were gone forever, and now he stood by the side of the Sheriff, uttering not 
с word of complaint of the sentence meted out by his peers, good men and true, 
ond all of them his friends, at that. Once outside the courtroom, his voice grew 
husky ond trembled os he turned to the Sheriff with this most extraordinary request: 


“Uncle Buck, won't you let me go home and get my com crop in, to fatten the 
hogs and cut up enough wood for the winter, and then I'll meet you here any day 
you say and you соп take me to Frankfort?" 


The Sheriff knew his man. "How long will it toke ye, Larkin?" “About two weeks" . 
"бо aheod and do it." And in just two weeks to the hour Liles presented himself 

at the county seat. "Al right Larkin,” said the Sheriff, "you stay here at the 

house with me tonight and tomorrow we'll go to Vanceburg and catch the boat 

‚Ме and take Ње stoge from there to Frankfort." 











E 





he most astounding part of the veracious history. Liles hesitated o 
aid "I'd i а Uncle Buck. You go that way, опа 
м № gh the s to Frankfort. Maybe VM kill 
3 оп the way over. We'll meet there any time уе зау." "Al right, 
к Larkin," said the sheriff, telling him just about when the stage would reach Fronk- 
| fort. Whereat Liles shouldered his rifle and disappeared into the 150 miles of 
D forest, most of it wild ond unbroken, streams to ford, mountains to climb, that 
| ісу between him and the doors of the penitentiary, with no compass but the sun 
in the heavens. But he beat the U.S. Mail stage ten hours, entering Frankfort at 
early morning, and inquired his way to the Governor's mansion, о long gaunt, 
mountoineer dressed in buckskin garments, о coonskin cop on his head with the 
tail dragging down his back, with a long squirrel rifle on his shoulder. After 
| breakfast, Governor Clark coming out of the mansion on his way to the Capitol, 
beheld this strange looking figure and stopped to address him. "Say, mister, be 


you the Govemor?" asked Liles. "Yes, my топ. | am the Governor. What can 
1 do for you ?"" Well, Governor, my name is Larkin Liles and | come up here from 
Lewis County to git in the penitentiary for bittin' Ed Compbell's lip off. Seen 

| onything of Buck Parker?” 


есы а GE 


The Governor asked іп amazement "Who із Buck Parker ?"" Why Buck Porker is 
the High Sheriff of Lewis County. | thought everybody knowed that. We oll call 


him Red Buck Parker. He моз to come by stoge and meet me here. | walked thru.” 


Liles was sitting wearily on the Governor's step, his rifle on his lap. Now Gov- 
emor Clark was a gentleman of the old school who generally consulted no one but 
Governor Clark, and after hearing Liles’ astounding statement, muttered to him- 

self. "Don't thot beat Hell." 


“Governor, Uncle Buck ain't here yet, and | don't want to lose no time. Can't 
you put me in the penitentiary and tell Uncle Buck where he can find me?" 


The Governor could not believe his eors, but asked "Hove you hod your breakfast, 
Me. Ules?” just as if he had been oddressing the Secretary of State. Liles shook 
his heod and told the Governor he hod been traveling oll night and hod "just 
оту." 


Не was taken into the monsion and given a stiff hom of whiskey and his breakfast, 
and then told to go over to the Capitol and remain until the Governor could find 
out more about it. Late in the aftemoon the stage rolled into Frankfort, where the 
Sheriff found Liles in the Governor's office. After the officer hod told his story 
from beginning to end, the Governor asked “Well, what's the matter with this 
mon. Is he a damned fool? Couldn't he have езсоре4?" 


| А "Не ain't по fool Бу о long shot, Governor. He's jus! honest. Sure he could 
2 have escaped and all your militia and bloodhounds would never catch him!" re- 
| plied Uncle Buck. 
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Govemor Clark tried to look solemn, but there was a suspicious glisten in his eye, 
оз he blew his nose violently. 


"Well, I'll be domned. Uncle Buck, let's toke a drink.” 


So Liles wos colled into the inner office, ond all three interviewed the Governor's 
jug. 


“And he bit a man's lip offl Well! Welll Did it disfigure him, Uncle Buck?" 


"Why, bless you, no, Governor. Tho! feller hod a lip like a hippoporomus, and 
he's still got plenty lefr." 


The Governor seized his реп and affixed his signature to o document with a big 
red seal, which he handed to Liles saying: 


"Mr, Liles, go home to your family. You shal! never enter the walls of the peni- 
tentiory while Clark is Govemor of Kentucky. " 


Larkin Liles returned to his home іп Lewis County where some ten or twelve yeors 
afterwards, while he was quietly sitting on the bank of the creek fishing, he was 
shot in the back from ambush and died without uttering o word. The spot is still 
known os "Lorkin's riffle." | was told by relatives a person with whom he hod 
some trouble, hod hired a third porty to murder him. Of course, this was never 
proven or no action of олу kind taken, so in deference of innocent descendants, 
the alleged slayer shall go unidentified 


In Woodland Cemetery at Vanceburg there із о grave stone, that on account of its 
curious lettering, attracts much attention. Also it is the object of pilgrimages of 
Persons coming to see the grove of George Washington's kinswoman. The inscrip- 
tion reods: "Lucy Blokemore Bragg wos born April В, 1764 in Frederick Co., Vir- 
ginio ond married to Thos. Brogg Sept. 20, 1781, and died in Lewis County, 
Kentucky, Nov. 1, 1862. Ninety eight years old, with a mind clear and brilliont 
to the last." А grandson, Mr. Henry Redden, who died lost year ot the age of 
89, while standing ot Mrs. Brogg's grove, told the writer much of his recollections 
of her, he being 13 years old at the time of her death. Нег fother was Thomas 
Blakemore, whose mother wos a Boll, о cousin to the mother of George Washing- 
ton. Her mother wos Anne Neville, youngest doughter of Capt. George Neville 
Speaking of her mother she said "At the age of ninety, she wos lithe and active, 
with о deep and thoughtful piety, a cheerful spirit and fine manners 


> іп person 
she was slight and delicate of feature, retaining to the last traces of her beouty, 
“т ` neat in her attire, erect and dignified, seated in her armchair of which she never 






touched the back, her face framed in on abundance of silver hair, her shoe buckles 


ж- fronting a very shapely foot, of which she was a little proud. 


sone told that on Washington's journey from the Battle of Yorktown 

New York, he stayed all night with her father and kissed her ond called 
ә а ы Нас brother, George Blakemore was on Washington's stoff 
Wash | to my father “1 always call your son ‘Smiling 





Little did Anne Neville Blokemore onticipate the different mode of life thot was 
destined for her daughter Lucy, when with her husband, Thomas Brogg, they moved 
into the vost wilderness of Kentucky, finally endin: g o! Vanceburg. The husband's 
name орреогз os o witness іп court іп 1816. In 1819 he wos gronted license to 
operate a tavern in Vonceburg. Forty yeors after her morrioge, Lucy Bragg wos 

а widow, and received о license for her tavern obove Vonceburg. Ar the sale of 
her husband's personal property to settle his estate, we find her bidding in various 
essentials to continue the tavern business, including sloves, silverwear, house 
furniture, dishes, cooking utensils, etc 

The old Bragg tavern wos located within the city limits of Venceburg аз they are at 
present, on а vacant lot between the Saml. J Pugh dwelling, now owned and 
occupied by Ben Н. Rice, and the dwelling built by the lote E. C. Rowlond 
owned and occupied by John Denham. The street running between the Rice 
property ond Wamsley Lumber Co., from the river bonk to East Second Street post 
the Standard Oil Co. plant is named Bragg Street. The old “Brogg spring" still 
bubbles forth ot the north end of this street, just below the top of the river bonk 
The hearthstone of the old log tavern is now in the rock wall fronting the residence 
of the late A.M. Plummer on East Second Street, and hos often been pointed out 
by him to the writer, 


, now 


We often speculate if Lewis County's two relatives of George Washington ever met 
and talked of their illustrious kinsman. Stephen Lewis, the other relative whom 


we have heretofore mentioned was living in the country in the first quarter of the 
1800's. 


Thos. and Lucy Brogg's daughter, Amanda, married Alexander Bruce Feb, 18, 1819 
The daughter of Alexander and Amanda (Bragg) Bruce, Lucy Ann Bruce, married 
Samuel Ellis in 1849. They become the parents of the unfortunate Robert Ellis, 
whose death at the hands of Geo. Wash. Lee in 1876, resulted in the latter's 
hanging by о mob, which has been heretofore narrated. ` Another daughter of 
Alexonder and Amanda (Bragg) Bruce, became the wife of Thomas Redden on 
March 1, 1836, ond their sons Horvey, Bell, Moss, and Henry Redden became 
Prominent citizens of the county, and owners and operoton of steamboats plied the 
waters of the Ohio, Kanawha, Cumberland, Tennessee and Mississippi Rivers. 

This latter son related to me the story of his pioneer greot-grondmother. The 
father, too, was a steamboat operator of the Steamer "Hunter" at the time of his 
marriage with Brunette Bruce. |! wos at the home of Thomas and Brunette Bruce 
four miles west of Vanceburg that Lucy Blakemore Bragg passed away, Nov. 1, 
1862 past 98 yeors of age. 


An unsolved mystery since its occurrence has furnished much discussion among 
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і during century. The date, оз near оз can now be озсег- 
M Ce nd Т. Poker арені е tavarn in Voneaburg, where the 
А — leaned: Оле night the dogs begon to bark furiously, ond when 
Ct een ће front door № Investigate, she found а baskét contoining o 
- of оз o boot ropidly rowed 
baby gir! In the distonce were heord sounds of oan, ай 
erum he Ohio River. When the basket wos brought into the house, the following 
айни кетке: бает ЗГ; "Тыз babe was tom from о mother's breast 
tette of fone; Let Mary Pilgrim be her поте." The babe wos clothed in the 
fires! of fine linen, with the finest of loce trimmings, indicating that the parents, 
wealthy. A large supply of the same clothing was pocked in ! aske 
Me. Parker ond his wife raised the child as their own, calling her Mory Pilgrim, 
— Probably ten years thereafter a well dressed stranger rode into 
town on a fine Arabion hose. He sought lodging in the Porker tavern, although 
"there were several others equally le in the town. No one knew who he 
wos or whence he соте. He poid his boord, apparently hod ample funds, ond his 
“host pressed no questions, nor did the quest volunteer any information. He was 
quick to learn the story of Могу Pilgrim's arrival in the household, ond apparently 
the young girl exerted strong fascination upon him, ond his demeanor toward her 
was mos! kind and courteous, in contrast with his otherwise aloof behavior. One 
` morning after he hod been there о few weeks, he did not орреог о! breokfos!, and 
the host, going to the guest room, found his bed had not been occupied, and oll 
his belongings gone. Rushing ta the stable, his horse wos found in its usual ploce, 
` but to the halter wos a note reading: "This horse is for Mary Pilgrim." Не wos 
` never heard of again. Not long afterward the fomily moved to Mason County, 
she afterwards married с man whose identity is not positively known to this 
writer, and hence omitted. A gentleman told me recently that when a child, he 
` wm visiting in Rectorville, Ky. and hod pointed out to him o young lady and wos 
told that she was the doughter of Mory Pilgrim. Не stated that if she were now 


living, she would be ot leost 80 years of оде. And so ends the story of Mary 
Pilgrim. 


PART V 
May 30, 1940 


` And what country would be complete without buried treasure. Неге is the tole 
` of Lewis County's silver mine, os related mony years ago Бу o Мг. W. R. Beatty, 
Se, of Sciotoville, Ohio, ond wos once published in the Portsmouth, Ohio, Press 


| Тһе old silver mine was rediscovered by my greot uncle, Andrew Beatty, in 1812, 
` who prospected from the head of main Kinney to within 12 miles of Boone Furnoce 
|. Не First heard of the story of the lost mine from old settlers in the neighborhood 
` [n 1776 o smoll porty of men were making their way from the East to the new set- 
tements in Kentucky. One of their number, named McCormick, was captured 
by Indians. Just өз he was about to be burned to a stoke, three white men, who 
` pec to be French missionories, came upon the scene and saved McCormick's 
` life. On the following day an Indian brought into comp o specimen of pure silver, 
р excited the curiosity of the Frenchmen. Upon making inquiry, they found 
hat it existed in abundance near the comp. After careful consideration, they de- 
— work the mine, and one топ — De Burtte by nome, and an Indian storted 
1 M for men and material. In due time they retumed with sixteen other 
Frenchmen, and proceeded to build a smelter, make charcoal, and to open the 
` mine. Twenty of the Indians remained with the French, and they continued their 
operations for nearly three yeon. The Revolution wos now in full blast, and the 
| Indians went on the wor роњ. Neorly the entire product of the mine, consisting 
| of silver bars, was concealed near the scene of operations. When ту uncle dis- 
| covered the mine, it wos completely in ruins. All the mining tools and equipment 
used by the French were in the furnace, and a small portion of their last heat was 
chilled in the crucible. Yean loter, F.L, Strowbridge speaking to a Washington 
Times reporter, said "| saw by the paper the other day that three of the Sprinkle 
dollars had tumed up." The reporter, not knowing of any “Sprinkle” dollars, 
| asked for an explanation, and received the following story: "Well, Josiah Sprinkle, 
| the man in question, lived in one of the roughest sections of Lewis County, Kentucky 
Washington, then the county seat of Mason County, wos a thriving town. One 
day Sprinkle, then an old man, appeared o! Washington with o buckskin pouch 
full of silver dollars of his own make. In every respect they appeared the equal 







to the national coin 


The weight wus more thon at present, and the quality and 
the ring were all thot could be asked for. He spent them freely and everybody 
occepted them upon the assurance of Sprinkle that they were oll right, except 
that they were no! made by the United States mint. Upon being asked where he 
got the silver, he replied, ‘Oh, it doesn't matter. There is plenty of it left.’ 
The inscriptions on the coin were rudely outlined, and in no wise was an attempt 
mode ot imitating the national coin. On one side of the coin was an owl, and 
on the other о six pointed stor, the edges smooth, and they were considerably larg- 
er and thicker than the United Stotes coin. Whenever Sprinkle came to town, he 
spent the dollar of his own токе. Finally government agents came to investigate 
ond Sprinkle wos arrested, but the dollars proved to be pure silver, with alloy, 
worth in fact a trifle more then one dollor each, After on exciting trial he wos 
acquitted. When the verdict was announced, Sprinkle brought forth his buckskin 
pouch and paid his attorney Fifty Dollars of his own coin in the presence of the 
astonished officials, He wos never bothered thereafter, and died carrying the 
secret of his silver mine with him. All this occurred in the eorly 1830's Before 
this time, one Jonathan Waite, had mode o similar dollor, the scene of his opera- 
tions being Adams County ond Highlond County, Ohio. He leorned of the mine 
thry Andrew Beatty ond the latter tried to dissuade him from minting it, but without 
avail. Waite procured his ore from the old Kinniconick mine. A clever Yankee 
known as Billy Johnson, who posed os о half-wit, was associoted with him. He 
wos frequently obien! for months ot a time, his job being to corry the ore from the 
mine to Boone Furnace on the Ohio River, at the mouth of Kinney, from river in 
о cance, ond on the rendezvous by этск mule. The quality of this ore can well 
be guessed, since in thot day there was по! с wogon road in the country 


Every- 
thing hod to be corried on a pock horse over trails. Waite said there was silver 


in Adoms County, but of such an inferior quality that it did not роу to work it 
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Leod, too, is alleged to hove been found in quantities here in the early days 
About the yeor 1822 two men come, lote іп the evening, to the house of Robert 
Reo, on the East Fork of Cabin Creek, and asked permission to stay all night 
With the usual generosity of the Kentucky pioneer, Mr. Reo gronted their request, 
and оз the weather wos worm, they requésted to be allowed to sleep out on the 
porch, which request wos also granted. In the morning Mr. Reo discovered thot 
his visitors hod their haversacks full of leod, which they did not have the evening 
before, when they orrived. They refused to tell him where they got it, but inti- 
mated that they could not have gone for during the night. The old gentlemen who 
lived in that neighborhood always claimed that they knew where o lead mine wos 
situcted. Their потез were Waugh ond Miller, ond they indicated that the mine 
wos somewhere between Reo's house and o roundtop known as "Bald Knob." Old 
settlers always claimed that Indians got lead somewhere in this vicinity, but since 
thot time several persons hove spent much money and months of lobor cutting 
trenches ond sinking shafts around Bald Knob, but to no purpose, John Doyle ond 
Jocob Stricklett claimed that they used to get leod for their bullets in Adams 
County, Ohio, just across the river from the present location of Carr's School- 
house. Тһе old timers were firm believers in the silver ond lead mines, geologists 
to the contrary. My mother's maternal grandmother, Christiana (Wade) Trenory 
who lived neor mouth of Brush Creek,ir Adams County, Ohio, said that in the 
есгіу 1840's a lone Indian passing thru the country on the way west stopped ot 
their house and in the course of conversation remarked "If white folks knew whot 
Indians know, they could shoe their horses with gold shoes." 


The most uncanny happening that no one would take it seriously, unless it hod 
been vouched for by two of the country's citizens whose word was unquestioned 
end unquestionable. They were the lote Leroy Preston Parker (died 1877) the 

son of the famous Sheriff "Red Buck" Parker, and Copt. James Rowley, Sr. (1828- 
1904). Неге is the story as related by the lote Mollie Parker Tonnion, doughter 
of Leroy Preston Parker, who related it to her: 


іп 1878 the present Woodland Cemetery at Vonceburg was incorporated and went 
into use. Many remains from the old cemetery at “graveyard point" on Lexington 
Avenue at foot of Alum Rock, and the old graveyard at the end of Rowley Avenue 
were disinterred ond removed to the new cemetery. Many of the graves were un- 
marked, ond a casket in fine state of preservation was unearthed. The wooden 
cover was broken, exposing under a second glass cover, the head of о woman as 
perfectly preserved as if she hod been buried only a few hours, instead of 30 yeon 
оз afterwords proved to be the case. Her condition was so remarkable, even to a 4 
breast Pin of curious design pinned on the bosom of her dress, and no one present 
having the slightest idea of whom she might be, the man in charge sent around 
town for the oldest people they could find 


, to see if they could identify her. Мг, 
Parker and Copt. Rowley were brought back, and os they gazed into the casket, 


both cried in one breath "Why, thot is Steve Bliss! wife. We knew her well." 
Then both caught sight of the breastpin, “Yes, | remember when she used to wear 
that pin. I've never seen another one like it!" remarked one of them. 


Д 
“ - 
— the conveyance to toke it to the new cemetery, the gloss 


к 


ing wos broken. Almost instantly when the oir struck the body, it slow! 
into dust before their astounding eyes, leaving only o nod. of halved 
pillow, ond the curious gold breostpin resting on the gown. 


Stephen Bliss, her husbond, was one of the witnesses to the Larkin Liles-Edward 
Campbell fight in 1836, and hos been mentioned in Court records оз early оз 1825, 


ond served оз a Justice of the Peace from 1838 to 1855. The Blisses were related 
by marriage to the Carr family. 


Vanceburg and Lewis County have produced more "characters" to the acre than 
ony other county we know of, and much of their dry humor has encircled the earth 
Vonceburg had one such, о James Qualls (1861-1933) tales of whom will survive 
long after many of our worthy pioneers ond statesmen ore forgotten. Не wos о man 
of all work, a generol foctotum of the own, known by all as “Jim Crow". (Молу 
children did not know he had another nome.) He could neither read nor write, 
but his industry and frugolity, as well os his wit, mode him an institution. Re- 
ligion attracted him greatly, and no old time revival or “protracted meeting” 
could long continue without Jim "getting religious" anew, ond uniting with what- 
ever church that might be conducting the services, and this religion he could lose 
with equal alacrity when teased br aggravated, and then such о cyclone of pro- 
fanity опа picturesque speech os he would unloose ot his tormentor, generally 
accompanied by stones, brickbats or anything he could loy hands on. Three of 
his toles ore local classics. 


Once a small group of persons started о “new church" near town, and Jim, as 
usual, occupied a front seat, and at the first call for joiners, come forward and 
моз accepted. Regardless that he hod previously been baptized in every form 
known, the new congregation insisted that he again be baptized, this time by 
immersion. The lay preacher had a "nickname" of “Groundhog,” who set the 
time for the baptismal services the next afternoon. |! was in the midst of summer, 
streams were nearly oll dried up, but a small, stagnant pool was found, about 
waist deep, with thick block woter, covered with a green scum and millions of 
frog eggs dotting the surface in clusters. Into this pool Jim and the preacher 
woded, while the choir took its place along the shore ready to burst Into song о! 
the given signal. The preacher made the necessary pronouncements and plunged 
Jim under the slimy surfoce of the water. When he emerged, he was covered 
with costing and scum and frog eggs like о great green veil. The choir began 
their lusty song of "Oh, When Shall | See Jesus and Reign With Him Above." As 
Jim was choking and sputtering, fighting to get his breath thru the mess that en- 
crusted him, one of the brethren cried “Brother Jim, did you see Jesus?" Jim 
gave a snort, and roared back, "How in the Hell do you ‘spect а mon to see Jesus 
with his eyes full of frog eggs?" Scorcely had he been quieted, when another wit 
walked up to him and said "Well, Jim, I've been around and seen lots of things, 
but this is the first time | ever seen a “Groundhog” boptise o "Crow." And the 
tormentor fled, pursued by the irate Jim, who shrieked his choiced profanity, 
while he rained rocks ot the fleeing smort-oleck, his new found religion gone 
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ге чатта who was 
Another time, seated at the dinner toble, he pores = аре, — 


woman зеп! Jim 
Once while here was o Store Sle Tos de Jin the package, and iid, 
aere with the tax!" "She don't want no tax, just the diapers! 
Jim retorted. “Well, you can't get them without the tax,” ——— 
paravi. , Jim exploded, "I told you she don't won! ony 
puts ‘em on with safety-pins!" 


group f orominent business and professional men who 

— — Court House ond Conner's Drug Store, organized 
themselves into what they called the "Peruno Club." The membership included 
— Holbert, С.К. Cole, Pascal Conner, George, Dick ond Wm. 
. Sparks, Thos. Bullock, Capt. Jos. Rowley,Sr., Col. С. L. 
“Gosh” Eaton, George Walker ond others, oll of whom are long 
dace decd. An itinerate negro preacher wos once inveigled into petitioning the 
club for membership. After due ceremony, he wos informed that he hod been 
elected to membership and would be initiated thot night. It was in bitter cold 
weather that the candidate presented himself at Conner's drug store, where he wos 
blindfolded and conducted to the auditorium in the Court House, where the others 
hod assembled to watch the fun. After subjecting the candidate to various ludi- 
crous procedure, the High Mogul announced "Now, Brother, it will next be пес- 
‘essary thet you suffer yourself to be hoodwinked, and branded with the sacred 
insignia of this stupendous and illustrious fraternity!" The blindfolded candidate 
was then drawn near а sizzling stove, the noise of adding fuel and poking the fire 

"Right Royal Master of the Brand, is the brond prepared?" “It is not уе! 
white hot, Grand Mogul!" was the reply. The candidate's tremblings were piti- 
ful to behold. And the fatal pronouncement "High Mogul, the brand is now white 
hot!" The last vestige of clothing were removed frem the candidate. Suddenly 
а huge chunk of ice wos clapped on the noked bock of the candidote, who rent 
the air with his shrieks, while о dozen strong arms held him fast, аз onother mem- 
ber touched a piece of horse's hoof to o red hot poker to simulate the odor of 
burning flesh. Imagination hod done its work. With а mighty wrench, the victim 
threw off his captors, plunged into a window pane, breaking the gloss and cutting 
his foce in numerous places. іп the rush to catch him before he really harmed 


himself, he ogoin eluded the brethren, jerked off the hoodwink just in time to 
` fall headlong down the steps to the first floor, leaping to his feet and fleeing down 
_ the snow covered streets in his noked estote, much to the horror of the ladies and 


who had rushed from the homes to see what occasioned such turmoil. 
маз finally run down and captured, then in the state of babbling idiot, 
members possed the remainder of the night trying to assure him he 
‘ond that it wos all in due. — of regular initiction. The story 
an indignant lawyer, who persuaded the colored man to swear 
the crowd for “confederating and bonding together to do the 
greot bodily injury." The matter was finally compromised by the 
una Club buying the preacher a shanty boat, stocking it with provisions, and 
persuading him to seek greener pastures for his labors, which he evidently did, сз 
he never ogoin defiled his shoes with the dirt of Vanceburg thoroughfares. 


PART VI 
dune 6, 1940 


Few of the present generation know that Lewis County once boasted of summer 
resorts ond watering places that vied with Sarotogo, Carlsbad, White Sulphur 
and Virginia and Arkansas Hot Springs. The names Esculopia and Glen Springs 
оге known in Lewis County now as names only, but up to the tum of the lost 
century, they signified ploces where wealth and fashion held their rendezvous 
during the hot summer months, basking in the luxuriant shade of brood acres of 
lawn, played tennis, croquet, and golf, rode in gay porties in the great cooch 
known as the tally-ho, and danced the nights away in splendid ballrooms to the 
music of violins, woodwinds, and Italian harps. In the 1840's, fast steamers 
landed ot Vanceburg to discharge passenger: who come from all over the country 
for a week's, or a season's stay at the then famous Esculopio Springs ond Glen 
Springs and drink the health giving waters. About that time, too о great cholera 
epidemic swept the country that almost cleaned out these two resorts, and left in 
now forgotten groves on the hillside people from coast to coast and from the lakes 
to the gulf. Or. Beech ої the Esculopio, and the Walker Bros. at Glen Springs 
were the last of “mine hosts" at these fine places, ond the genial John Walker 
still resides nearby, as ever the example of the cultured gentleman whose friends 
ore only limited by the number of his acquaintances. 


In the preceeding chapters your will remember that Elijah Thomas, іп his summary 
of early settlers, says that an Englishman, John Powling, settled in the extreme 
upper end of Salt Lick Volley. In 1822 the County Court gronted this gentleman 
license to operate o tavern о! Esculapia, and моз evidently the beginning of the 
history of the resort. In 1826 his successor, Peter January, applied for tavern 
license there. Dudley Calvert, writing of eorly times, settlers, says that 
Powling'sold оу! and went to Maysville.” |! appears that January also located in 
Maysville, where the family has since held a prominent position in political, 
social ond industrial circles. 


The Legislature of 1849 incorporated M.T.C. Gould, William C. Halbert, Mark 
Wallingford, ond their successors os the Esculapio Mineral Springs Co., with an 
authorized capital of $50,000. After a lopse of yean, the old buildings hove 
been worn out, and some destroyed by fire, we find the Legislature of 1884 in- 
corporating the Esculopia Springs Company with М.Е. Jones, W.W. Bean, А. К. 
Mullins, J. W. Baldridge, John Gates, 8. A. Wallingford, Geo. T. Hunter, 


Joseph Power and А.Н. Parker the incorporators. The buildings and grounds os are 
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remembered. thet time. There оге stiTl people under fifty 

— Шы көй memories of driving from Vonceburg to the 
— in Ње aftemoon, a sumptuous dinner, dancing till the wee small hours, 
Кы дн bock home, the ghost stories оз the "hong tree — 
passed, delivering their lady safely home, arousing the sleepy attendant at “ 
livery stable to put the horse away, and slipping home quietly ——— 
family started to де! up. And these modem "jitterbugs" think they have р: ч ; 
modern transportation and the demands of modern young people the corni vol air о! 
the more goudy ond mechanized resorts ot last mode it impossible for these fine 
old places to operate. Fire first cloimed Esculapio, and after Glen Springs ұға 
tumed into o boarding school for a few yeors, it, too, wos loid waste to the omes, 

their memory remains to be cherished by those whose hair is now starting 

rende tinges of gray, ond who are prone to feel thot social life reached its 
apex locally in 1915, ond hos decayed steadily since then. 


i i ing the minds of the 
In of war, when the national defense is occupying 
lae yet thet prevailed in the old days might well be adopted to the 
needs of the present. Thot was the system of militia. 


oble bodied mon wos o militia тол, and belonged to some 
komo схе It was something on the order of те ргезеп! дау state troops, 
except that every man was liable to service, met for drill and inspection or mus- 
ter. This foc! mode it eosy to make the annuol tox assessment. The modern day 
Tox Commissioner or Assessor wos then called the Commissioner of Revenue, ond 
one such commissioner was appointed for every сотропу of militia, and on muster 
day, he could assess each man and get his tox list when he reported for muster. 
Foi lure to report or furnish a substitute carried a heavy fine, and money was scorce 
in those times. In the year 1811, Lewis County had seven companies of militia. 
The following were the respective captains and commissioners: Copt. J. б. 
McDowell, Comm. Thos. Mitchell; Capt. John Phillips; --Wm. P. Ball, Comm.: 
Capt. Rowland T. Parker -- W. B. (Red Buck) Parker, Comm.; Copt. George 
Means -- John Donovan, Comm.; Capt. Thos. Mcllvone --Geo. Fearis, Comm.; 
Capt. John Radford -- Gorret Smith, Comm.; Copt. John Cummins -- 
James McClain, Comm. This latter company was in the Concord area. Company 
jurisdictions were limited like voting precincts today are bounded. If you lived 
within the specified limit of o certain company, you belonged to that company. 
In 1811 this regiment of combined companies mode up the 69th Kentucky Militia. 
The War of 1812 created great excitement іп Lewis County, and at least three- 
fourths of the men saw service on the Canadian battlefields and ot New Orleans. 
Some of these, as we hove Previously reloted, were veterans of th 
and Indian Wars, among them the Doyle, McCann, 
Officers of the 69th Regiment Lewis County, in 1832 were: Col. John Tolle, 
Lieut. Col. A.D. McDowell, Judge Advocate Jomes Boyd; Adjutant Robert 
Means, Quartermaster John Crutcher, Surgeon Nesbit Taylor, Asst. Surg. Thos. 
Lindley, Color Bearer John Walker, Sgt. Maj. John С. Barley, Fife Major 
George Soulsberry, Drum Major George W. Himes. Other officers included Thos. 


е Revolutionary 
Pool, Codwallader men. 


R.R. Willioms, Amos Means, О. W, Feoris, 
Joseph Sparks, (Kinney), W. R. 


McKellup, Wm. J. Taylor, Wm. Carr, Wm. J. 
Tully, George W. Reeder, James R. Gorland, Joshua D. Fitch, James P. Strick- 


lett, Geo. M. Thomas, James M. Lee, Robt. T. Voiers, Henry Gillespie, Austin 
Dectley, John 5. Edwards, Wm, Fitch, George Conway, John T. Carrington, Wm. 


b ., Saml. Hampton, Wm. Sparks, Wm. 
Wade, W.M. Corns, John M. Greenlee. Small wonder of the success of the 


—— when the regular army 
к ер! constantly in training, and whose dail 
life made the handling of arms os natural to them оз eating, sleeping, and fhelr 


+ lus! as the rumblings of the impending conflict be 

ў tween the 
Ur —— ойе 9 menacing note the following officers оге mentioned in 
— jua — Brewer, Copt. Milton Evans, Copt. Jos 
y , Copt. е, (this is not the Alexander Bruce mentioned ; 
the foregoing chapters оз the son-in-low. of Lucy Bragg), Copt, Ephriam P. Mavi 


Беу! 


Beside numerous Lewis Counti 


Taking port in the Indian 


c igns following th. 
reso уз 'ampaigns following the 


Civil War was the lote Ed W. 
mouth by on Indian ап Р ^ 


том in one of the Dokota campaigns. 


Co. M., 34. Reg. Ky. Inf., under Copt. A. W. Brew f i 
Wor veteron, which included 117 men. Quit rdi hae 
still living in the county, 


өз оге several hund, 
War of 1917- 


1918. The lost Civil Wor veteran answered the final muster in 1939 


Two nephews are now amon, 


W. Stoggs. The other ni 


9 the businessmen of Vonceburg, Mr. С. A. and I 
dion 


h ight | sot at my radio ond from Hollywood heard a come- 
enact on incident that actually happened here in Vonceburg to Gosh Eaton. 
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„А 1 bear repeating for this setting. Eaton was summoned 
ellen ur 
‘bastile, he found a friend incarcerated behind the dark walls, 
ling officer, and loudly demanding that "Gosh" get him out at 
ing to his story, Eaton, too, become indignant, and cried, 
‘con't put you in jail for that!" "The hell they con't," . 
, "Lam in jail. Does this look like I'm at the Philodelphio 


personage once гоп оз о candidate for Mayor of Vanceburg. The 
with "Gosh" оз editor of the local newspaper, decided to токе the 
ond persuaded оп unlettered local choracter in his eightieth 
| candidate. The red light district wos then occupying the minds 
rd ond upward element at the time, So "Gosh" interviewed the 

оз to his platform. The elderly candidate was justly іт- 

T prestige he had apporently acquired, and prepared to give 
е information they wanted. The interview started thus: "Uncle — ,— 
ou when Columbus discovered America?" "Pon ту in Maysville. 
оге you іп favor of licensed bawdy houses in Vanceburg?" “Indeed 
will ¢ them to the best of my obility." (The old gentleman 
later that he thought they were talking about а bowling olley.) The cul- 
on of this election was, that backed by the powerful Peruna Club the old 
as actually elected, while his opponent soon shook the dust of this fair city 

for good. 
thot will the поте and fame of "Gosh" Eaton alive оз 
re = sheer civilized world, was a divorce petition 
in Lewis Circuit Court, and of which the clerks of the court have 
copies for lawyer all over the country for the past fifty years. 
оп elderly mon hod married a comely young wife, who after a few 
of her ancient lover and he had gone to Eaton with tale of woe, 
r relief, ond a substantial attomey fee. The following is the actual 


"Lewis Clreult Court 
tion in Equity 









‘says that he ond the defendant were legally married in Lewis County, 
on the _ day of November 1883 and until the day of February 

ved together as husbond and wife. Since that date they have lived 
rt and have not since then cohabited; the plaintiff says that he 
or now, and have been for more than one year next, before 
residents of Lewis County, and that the couse 
te ithin five years next before the commence- 


Же adips 
% 








ег дет ptured by her beouty, and 
harges and stutes, he was paralyzed by her perfections. 
says that ofter a brief but blissful c he gained defendant's consent 
hen he then believed that he had won о jewel compared with which the 
gem in the crown of England's Queen was but o “snide” offair, and by 
le of which even the famous "Kohinoor" would pale into insignificance. 
soy: that his desire to wear this jewel he kad won was consumated by on 
and uncstentatious wedding on the date aforesaid, о! which time and 
days thereafter his measure of bliss seemed full to overflowing; with a 
lovable and os he then believed o loving ond dutiful wife; with no cloud 
his domestic horizon, visions of joy, and unnumbered days and nights of 
plea danced before his eyes, and he loid the flattering unction to 
ot his declining уео were to be his happiest. Alos for human expec- 
spell is broken, visions of іру no longer perform their terpsichorean 
bright dream of domestic bliss is over, and the plaintiff has been owak- 
reality, that he is but the nominal head of o disgraced and 
and stands naked today to the biting winds of a terrible od- 






























ef wos the dream, and rude the awakening. Scarce three moons hove waxed 
ned since, as plaintiff states, he would have staked his hope of a future 
Mence upon defendant's Purity, and now he knows that she is o harlot, ond he 
kold. From defendant's own lips he knows the story of her shame ond his 
Plaintiff says that defendant has the frigid coolness, and brazen 
y ta tell him tauntingly that her charms were her own, ond whom she 
I! enjoy them. Failty, fhy nome is woman! 


says that the defendant ho: on divers days and occasions in 
188 and before and since said time committed adultery 
vers and із now, as plaintiff avers and chorges, living in adultery 
е опа plaintiff says that defendont has been guilty of such lewd 
" D behavior оз proved her to be unchaste, 

"НЕЕ prays for o judgment divorcing him from defendant and restor- 
10011 the rights and privileges of on unmarried mon and proys for all 


Hull and Eoton, Attys. 


wley (1815-1895) was another curious character, He operated a Gon- 
a comer of Second Street and Rowley in Vanceburg for years, orsi 
fe the fin! soda water fountain іп town. In the 70's when there were 
ries operating on Town Branch, near here, a great deal of blasting 
One summer morning, а wagoner from the stone works ordered 
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а keg of blosti 0t the store, saying he would coll for it later. "Uncle 
Hite”, оз pend ня rolled the keg of powder to the sidewalk in 
front of his store, and seated himself in a choir nearby awaiting the quarry wagon. 
While seated thus, an old friend and customer, Pete Oliver Kelly, соте by, and 
after some conversation seated himself on the (as he supposed empty) keg. After 
abit, he took out his pipe, filled it, scratched a match on the powder keg, опа 
lit his pipe. If soon went out, and he repeated the lighting operation. After he 
had scratched the third match on the keg, Uncle Hite glanced о! him and observed 
dryly: "Pete, I'd be kinda coreful if | was you, scratching matches on thot keg of 
blasting powder. You know it might catch o-fire and we'd lose maybe half of it 
before we could get it stamped out," 


In the days when voting was open, ond the voter stepped up to о window and 
called in to the clerk whom he wanted to vote for, Uncle Hite went to the poles. 
He got along very well until he came to the School Commissioners, both condi = 
dates being persons he thoroughly disliked. Finally, choosing (os he ofterwords 
put it -- the lesser evil) he named one of the condidates. That worthy standing 
nearby to check up on his returns, immediately came forward and grabbed Uncle 
Hite by the hand, saying he had never thought to live to see the day that Uncle 
Hite would vote for him, and proceeded to thank him effusely. The old gentle- 
man looked him over, and finally said. "Well 1 din't vote for you becouse 
1 had о damn bit of use for you, | just hated that other so and зо o little worse, | 


guess. 


PART VII 
june 13, 1940 


Nothing is more interesting to the lovers of history and antiques than the old time 
taverns -- witness the restorations ot Williamsburg, Va., at the costs of thousands 
of dollars. Then there is Conally's Tavern in Natchez, Miss. , among many other 
famous ones that have been restored or preserved. Unfortunately Lewis county 
has none of her fomous taverns now standing, so we can only learn of them from 
court records, and some from the memories of very old persons. In the days when 
communities as well as individual families were miles ораг!, taverns were a песез- 
sity. Travelers planned their trips from one tavern to another. Scarcity of news- 
Papers made the overnight visitor extremely welcome. He brought the latest news 
of the outside world, especially if he came from over East in New York, Phila- 
delphia, Baltimore, Richmond, or Pittsburgh. Neighbors began to walk miles 
each night to the tavern, hoping some stronger would be there who could tell 
them some news. Thus the tavern become meeting place, and in urban communi- 
ties what later degenerated into a loafing place. Here nightly met a junto that 
took action and regulated (mentally at least), the "sorry scheme of things entire, " 
including local, state and national politics. Washington Irving in his “Toles of 
Sleepy Hollow" and "Rip Van Winkle" drew on accurate picture of the tavern of 


that day and оде which were like the ones Lewis county knew a century ogo, or 
less. 


So far as documentory evidence is concemed, we find that Rowland T. Parker was 
gronted tavern license in Clarksburg os eorly as 1808, from whence he moved to 
and opened о tavern іп 1819. You will remember that it жаз at his 
tavem in Vanceburg, located where the city park is today, that little Mary Pil- 
grim was left as a baby. In 1819, too, Thos. Bragg, husband of Lucy Blokemore 
Bragg, established o tavern in Vanceburg just east of Ben Rice's residence. In 
1822 Richard Pell and Thos. Mitchell were tavem keepers in Clarksburg, Lucy 
Bragg and James Carr were licensed for Vanceburg. It was at the latter tavern, 
at Front and Main streets, where Dugan & Harpers old mill building now stands, 
where the famous Larkin Liles - Edward Campbell fight took place. At Esculapio, 
John Powling, the original settler, was still holding forth. Next year in 1823 
Chos. Cox started a tavem near the Mouth of East Fork of Cabin Creek in o house 
previously occupied by Rachel Jack. In 1824 James Cooper started a tavern іп 
Vonceburg. Jas. Carter, (the writer's great-great uncle), opened up in Clarks- 
burg, and Amos Spurgin hod the White Sulphur Springs Tavem (Esculapia) at which 
place Peter January started up in 1826. In 1828 Aaron Stratton was granted о 
license at “Kinney Crossing on the Ohio River." Next year, 1829, we find 
Chas. Cox locating his tavern in Clarksburg, the county seat. John Strode tried 
9 Vanceburg hotel in 1831, ond Wm. Frizzell was in business here the some 
In 1835 we find Thompson Stratton assuming his father's tavern at 
and in that same year Robert Robb bought out Rowland Т. Parker i 


yeor 
mouth ot Kinney, 
n Vonceburg. 


About the latter holf of the lasr century, two well known hosteleries were started 
in Vanceburg. Records now refer to them not os "taverns" bur as "hotels". In the 
early 1860's there was an oil boom in Vanceburg. 


corner of Second and Main streets, where L, V. 5 
о two story frame hotel was built and named the " 
prietor was the lote Seth Parker, Horvey 
Parker. Jim Corr was the borkeeper. He afterwards moved to Cave-in-Rock, 
Ill., where he died several year ago. This hotel burned down after a few yeon 
Then on the northwest corner of Front and Market streets, on the lot just above 
S.F. Lykins' residence, stood another two story frame hotel known as the "Beverly 


House." This was operated by Lon Parker, and the late А.Н. Parker, 5 
time kept bar there. All well r ү · Parker, Sr., at one 


Petroleum House." Тһе pro- 
grandfother of present Circuit Judge 


* side yard. During that time the legislo- 
myone to operate o barroom unless it маз in о horel 
and under the some roof. Mr. Parker Promptly met this situation by building o 
bridge across Front Street from the second story of the 
the building across the Street, 


ture enacted о low forbidding о 


hotel to the second story of 
н which housed the saloon, with one roof covering 
both buildings ond the bridge, yer leaving room for traffic to pou freely under the 
bridge. This become Quite о show ploce, and People come from for and wide to 
see it. It, too, wos destroyed by fire on March 17, 1867. it was this fire thar 
Мө. Serepto Carr died of о heart attack, coused by fright ot hearing that her son, 
Jim Core, wos being burned wp. This wos not true, but just onother idle rumor 
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which in this cose cost the life of one of the city's most prominent and respected 
lodies. 


4n the bock yord of this building, which extended perhaps 300 fr. back further 
than the present edge of the river bank, stood a wash house ond various outbuild- 
ings. How many people nowodays could believe tho! there was another street on 
out toward the river from our present Front street? Not o plotted street, but a 
wagon rood ond роззоде way which extended оп up almost to the mouth of Slate 
Branch. Where the present wes! end of Front street intersects with Main street, 
the Front street of thot day continued on down in a straight line, pos! the Vance- 
burg Groded School property ond old McKellup property ond the old Rowley house 
thot stood in the back yard of O.P. Tonnion's present residence property. The 
weiter, оз а child, remembers being shown the old curb stones that bounded the 
south side of this street. It hos long since caved into the river all along the 
waterfront of the town. In January, 1862, without a moment's warning, a section 
_ of land some 300 feet long ond 150 wide slipped into the river, corrying with it 
the residence and store room of the lote Hirom Rowley, and leaving the great 
indenture in the bank line that соп now be seen in the rear of what is known as 
the Jone Gardner property and Kimble Funeral Home. Since that time, floods of 
three-quorters of a century hove filled up the slip until at present there is perhaps 
30 feet of sediment higher than the surface when the slip stopped moving in 1862. 





On the ground thot is now the city pork stood the old "Bland Hotel" whose last 
host was the lote Christopher Caines. While occupied by members of the Coines 
family during the first two or three years of the Twentieth Century оз o residence, 
ifs career as о hotel ended some yeors before. іп the 1820's there stood here the 
tavern of Rowland T. Parker, the scene of the Mary Pilgrim sago which we hove 
heretofore related. |! was acquired by one Frank Shaw in 1846, who hod moved 
here from Ripley, Ohio, the previous yeor. By profession he was о tanner ond 
thot some year built о tannery near Esculapia, which he afterwards sold to Jesse 
Gront, father of Gen. U.S. Grant. In 1847 he also acquired o tannery two miles 
әр the creek obove Queens, which he operated two yeors, and then moved bock 
to Ripley, leaving the business in charge of his sons. It was after this time that 
the Caines fomily gained possession of this property ond operated the “Bank Hotel" 
there. Fomous from Pittsburg to New Orleans was the saloon operated in а room 
in the cellar of this building, entered by stone steps from Court street, which were 
located just about halfway between the top of the stone wall ond Front street. 
Containing also billiard tables, this was known as the "Hole in the Woll,” and in 
the late 60's,70's and early 80's, when Boccus and Mors as axis partners elected 
to enoct оп Armogeddon at the “Hole in the Wall,” brother, the Saturday night 
revels at some of our modern rendevous of refreshments оге like a meeting of the 
flower committee of the Lodies Aid Society in comparison. And “Uncle Chris” 
generally manoged to be the boss of his own house, and neither invited or suffered 





Delta Queen 


try th arom of the law in preserving order. This spot was о 

—— че} the Peruna СІ ‚ and it was here that o Rev. Rushforth 

—— Chap Не being a truly refined and cultivated gentleman 
Larr і ыу же ой, to his great good luck. After the 


about 1910 by the owner, —— ! house, and finally razed 


‚ Hammond, 
em dwellings now the residences of Dr, T. 8. Ginn ond M Ren al 


ond Mr. Stricklett took over the Concord hotel. It wos here that he came to an 
untimely end when he was shot during an altercation with о man named Phipps in 
1874. About this time a company was organized which built what was later to Бе 
the St. Charles Hotel on Second street, on the vocant lots just across the street 
from J. F. Bertram's garage property. This property was managed by several 
parties, among them the lote John Armstrong, ond the late Colonel C.L. Tannian, 
ond Chas. Holder. |! was burned to the ground in 1926. It is strange thot fire 
should be the end of all these hotels. 


In 1893 the old Carter House wos destroyed by what old timers одгее was the greot- 
est fire Vonceburg ever suffered. The whole of the block, on eoch side of Front 
street, from Main to Morket streets, was “реа out, including the millinery store 
of Mrs. Claro Clork, which stood just obove the site of the present Christian 
Church, о dwelling on the corner where Mr. ond Mrs, Harvey Kimble's house 
now stands Plummer Bros. Undertaking establishment, which was on its present 
site, and a livery stoble where Mr. Frank Wilson's coal yard and dwelling now 
stonds. Terrifed horses had to be blinded with blankets thrown over their heads 
before they could be led out of the raging inferno of flames, and bedlam indeed 
prevailed оз women ond children in night attire, rushed from the hotel and dwell- 
ings, rending the air with their shrieks and struggle to get through streets that 
were jammed with furniture, clothing, etc., carried from the houses. Mr. and 
Mrs. James R. Pugh and Capt. and Mrs. James Rowley lost numberless wedding 
presents, ond Capt. Rowley lost what today would be priceless low water mops 

of the Ohio and Kanawha Rivers, the results of infinite work and observation of 
year. The Carter fomily and hotel guests lost every vestige of clothing except 
what they wore ot the moment. Barrels of whiskey were rolled from the saloon 
ond cellors and their heads knocked in, and oll the thirsty drank of the fire waters 
freely and without price, using cups, buckets, or any vessel that would hold 
liquids. 1 have had топу old timers, who were wont to indulge themselves to the 
limit when ony such opportunity presented itself, declore that never before or 
since were they ever on such a drunk as "the night the old Carter House burned 
down." The walls of the present residence of S.F. Lykins are those of о dwelling 
that wos gutted by the flomes. The residence of the lote "Crit" Willim was also 
consumed. One elderly person, remarked about the scene of the burning of At- 
lanta in the current picture "Gone With The Wind," soid "7% wos about os bad o 
the old Corter House fire,” 


Mr. Carter at once set to work to build onother hotel, this being on the corner of 
Second and Main streets, where Mox Block's store now stands. |t wos o three 
story brick structure, finished with Italian marble, and at the time of its comple- 
tion in 1894, was the last word in modern hotel buildings. In 1897, feeling that 
they were not 25 young os they once were, Mr. ond Mrs. Carter turned over the 
monogement of the new hotel to their nephew, the lote J.S. " Jock" Carter ond 

his sister, Mrs. Могу Domery. In 1906, when local option lows bonned the saloon, 
they removed to Cincinnati, unwilling to lower the stondord of operation that 
saloon profits had mode financially profitable. The late Ed Armstrong tried its 
management, ond finally one John Austin who took over the ploce in 1919 os o 
boarding place for employees of Dam 32, the construction of which hod just storted. 
Fire swept the building in 1920, and when the flames had finally been conquered, 
only the brick walls remained standing. It was finally acquired by Mr. Mox 

Block, who removed the upper story walls, and made it into its present condition 

оз о spacious and well planned store building 


One hotel alone monaged to escape the ruthless torch of destruction, this being 
the old St. Nicholas Hotel, opposite the depot ot corner of Third ond Moin streets 
Built in the late sixties or early seventies by the lote Thos. Stricklett, father of 





Mrs. Jessie Hommond, it managed to survive fire ond flood until 1939 when it 
was demolished to токе room for the new Kentucky Theatre and the Gordner Roe 
cofe. Each hos played an important part in local history, porties, dor ban- 
quets, weddings, funerals, births, death, murder goming, moking up that kolie 
loscopic galaxy of events which we call life 

Lewis county's newspaper history has no! been extensive. When newspapers hove 





been fairly well established, they hove seemed to jo с 
"heir жау ro a long life. As we hove related previously, th 


in the county was the Pioneer of Progress, published at Concord in 1850 by Е 
Holderness. The second poper, the Vonceburg Kentuckian, was published in the 
early 1870's by one Thomas Foster, who came here from Ohio. |! was sold to the 
Republican Printing Co., and edited by the late Samuel J Pugh. This company 
sold it to W.S, Lewis and №, L Fitch, who used it to political advantage ond 


elected Lewis, а Democrgt, оз County Judge, and Fitch, a Republicon, os 
County Attorney Having no use for a newspaper ond office at the some time 
they sold it toa George B. Swap, who finally moved it away from Vanceburg 
The late John 5. Mavity next published the Vanceburg Courier from April, 1876, 
to October, 1880, at о loss of 52,200, besides his labor. He finally troded it 
to а saw mill man, John B. Bradley, who ofter o few weeks operation ot a loss, 
rented it to Thos, Bullock ond the celebrated Gosh Eaton, on consideration thot 
they would not let the paper die. With Eoton in the editorial sanctum, it is o pity 
that their files were not preserved for posterity. Finally Bradley sold the plant to 
A.L. McKay, who spent another fortune on the paper, but being unable to stoy 
out of politics, that that hos spelled the doom of so many small county papers, he 
finally went down for the lost time, He published one of the bes! papers the 
county hos ever known, Meanwhile, J.S. Movity, feeling that he hod not hod 
enough newspaper, launched the Vonceburg Times in 1888, but he, too, forgot 
that he was running a non-political weekly, betongled in the "Farmen Alliance, " 
which campaign wound up his little ball of yarn, journalistically speoking, Не 
turned the paper over to J.W. Allen, who started the Vonceburg Sun. It mode 
опе annual revolution, ond was sold to Dr. J.P. Huff, who ғол it one year as о 
—— Paper. He sold it to D, J. Drennan, who both mode о readable paper 
а мы Diw same time, something no other publisher hod ever been 
Wilson — чана мое his time, Тһе Sun was next acquired by М.О. 
di ede Gatti — کاو‎ Ohio, who also put out о fint rote paper 
Яшен, MI na th in his family forced him to locate in о milder 

е paper to Wm. Grote А Son, and moved to St. Paters- 
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Florida, where resides, Along the first of the present century, the 
— — News for several months, edited by the 
lote J.L. Rowsey. About 1920 Mr. Amett Todd, of Sidney, Ohio, started —— 
strictly Republican poper. The Lewis County Leader. печ код m 

here for two newspapers, and Todd, not able to stand the drain as 
"sem as well оз the more firmly established Sun, finally suspended publica = 
in 1924 0 company was organized, composed of both Republicans ond Democra! 
ғ Adequate capital was subscribed to guarantee indefinite 
— URN Dex ve neta, чот los O Herod Fbliding — 
— — from Wm. Grote ond Son, changed the name to the Lewis "EVERYTHING FOR TH 
oS Herold, and launched forth under the direction of the lote Wm. F. McKel- SINCE 1946 
— eh of long experience in Augusto, Ку. The Herold кер! the 
—— Drennan, Wilson and other predecessors and was successful from * 
stort. Since the death of Editor McKellup іп 1929, the company is operated by ; 
a Board of Directors and Miss Lena Pollitt, Business Manager. The great flood o 
1937 necessitated the replacement of thousands of dollars worth of new plont 
equipment, except for which the company would be a successful business venture 
for the stockholders, but conditions are now approaching normal, and the Herald 
bids fair to carry on the success first ochieved in local newspaper history by D. 


E- * STAPLETON 


AN INTERESTING INCIDENT OFFICE SU PPLY | МС. 


From 
“The Portsmouth Times" 
Sot. July 22, 1876 


BLOOD FOR BLOOD 
Lynch Law in Lewis County 


For alleged Adultery the Wronged Husband Shoots the Author of his Wrongs and 
is Himself hung and Shot by a mob. 


Our reporter learned the particulars from o passenger on the Carrie, last Wednes- 


607 CHILLICOTHE STREET 
PORTSMOUTH, OHIO 45662 
day, of twin trogedies that occurred in Lewis County, Ky., last Monday and 
Tuesday, in which a life for a life was given. Washington Lee, the chief actor 


353-1187 
in the drama, was a white man living near Tollesboro, Ky., and while not a des- 
perate chorocter as hos been represented, was one of those wild and reckless men 
3o commonly found in those mountainous regions. Не was about 40 years of age, 
and hod a wife and children. |t seems that Lee was not happy іп his marital ге- 
lations and the current belief 


was that he had good reason to believe that Robert 
Ellis, a young mon of 26, in that nei 


ghborhood had combined to destroy the bond 
of union between husbond and wife. On Monday aftemoon last, Lee loaded his 
double barrelled shotgun and went to Ellis! horves: 


t field where he found the latter 
alone croddling oot. 


Ellis sow him, ond os he drew neor him felt opprehensive of danger 
story is as follows: He soid, "| went near Ellis ond he tried to divert те Бу pleas- 
ont remarks, one of which was "that is a very nice gun you have’. "Yes", | 

said, "And it shoots well." "| then accused him of criminal interc 
wife, ond he odmitted that it hod been going on for уеогу. | then cocked the 
gun and he lifted up his hands and osked me not to shoot, but | shot. As he fell 
he begged me not to shoot ogoin and tri 


ed to raise up his hands, saying | hod ol- 
reody killed him; but | fired the second borrel,“ 


Lee's own 


оше with my 


. WPAY RADIO SALUTES 


VANCEBURG 


A GREAT LITTLE RIVER TOWN 
FOR 185 YEARS 


Lee was correct os to the shooting. The gun wos heovily charged with slugs, ond 
the first load shattered Ellis’ arms and cur the cradle snath in two. The contents 
of the first and second borrels literally riddled the vital ports of Ellis’ body, whose 
death wot instantaneous. Some workmen engoged in on adjoining field were о!- 
tracted by the reports of the gun, and they hurried to the scene of the tragedy 
Lee's brother-in-low was among the number, ond seeing what had token place 
worned Lee to run for his life Lee dropped his weapon and hurried to Tollesboro, 
where he surrendered to the authorities, and was token to the Vonceburg jail, 
fifteen miles distant. Ellis wos 


buried by the Masonic froternity, Tuesday, many 
attending the funeral from Vonceburg , 


Our informant states that he did not be- 
lieve there was any strong feeling to punish the murderer, and if it hadn't leaked 
out that he could be taken from 1911 with absolute impunity, there would have 
been no mob low. Whether this was correct оғ not, Ellis was soon to be avenged 
On Tuesday evening lost, o bo, 


nd of sixty men from the vicinity of Tollesboro; 
appeored at the Vonceburg jail and demanded the sui 


‘render of Lee. The joiler 
made o show of resistance, but shortly unlocked the joil, and Lee моз hurried 
* When one hundred yards from the town he was token 
the mob mounted their horses thot hod been left out of town, ond 
after going a mile with their Prisoner the cavalcade and express were halted, and 
о горе ру! around the doomed man's neck. The leoder then put it to vote whether 
he should be hung, and from the shadowed woods of the forest, just os darkness 
— 19 creep over the land, the hoone ossenting voices sealed the fate of their 

ctim, 


Radio 14 


When asked if he hod anything to say, he replied thot he wos willing to answer 
опу questions, but he had no apology to offer. He then told the story of his 
wrongs and his revenge. Ош informant, who hod, with others, followed the 
lynchen, sow Lee standing alone in the express, bound and helpless, but о! no 
time croven-hearted, at no time manifesting bravado, ready to die. Не was 
jeered о! and insulted by flippant questions and toyed with until the patience of 
his murderers gave моу, when the rope was attached to an overhanging limb, ond 
he was thrown out of the express, There were о few convulsive movements of the 


body, and Wash Lee was before another court thon the one which had token his 
life by the forest roadside, and made orphans of his children. Not content with 
their work, the contents of а double borreled gun were fired into his breast, fully 
fifteen minutes after life was extinct. After regoling themselves for half an hour 
with the sight of their deod victim the raiders departed. When the sound of their 







The 'Spirit' of Portsmouth Sin 

ce 19 
Tom Reeder, Vice President E 
General Manager 
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һооВ hod died out, our informant and his companions approached the spot 
striking о match looked upon the lifeless handiwork of diabolism. 






Henderson’s 


| sight was one that drove sleep from the eyes for that night. Blood from the 
' t wounds was dripping from his gorments, his countenance wos distorted, 


his eyes cavernous. 


The body was not taken down until 8 o'clock Wednesday moming, when o verdict 
wes rendered in occordance with the юс. 








lynchers were not masked. They were on а murderous errand, to punish o 

, which, if our information is true, was one that the courts alone should 
E with, and one thot by his conversation in the jail о few hours before 
he was token out, he believed wos pallioted by the great wrong done him. He 
soid, "| counted the cost and felt that | might hang for this, but my home, my 
of mind and my happiness had been destroyed and these colled for punish- 
ment. If it was to do over again | would do the same thing.” 






A Family Tradition 
Since 1825 









Mob low numbers топу unjustifiable acts, and we believe this is one of them. 
Should it prove to be so, the men who defied the low, and, unmosked, took from 
the officers of justice and condemned ond executed Washington Lee without a 

` hearing, should feel the rigorous punishment of the low they violated. The brutes 
who fired into the bosom of the deod man are fiends, and the law should lay its 
strong огт upon them in merited punishment. The reputation of our Sister state 

` demands thet this matter should be sifted to the bottom, justice administered, 

опа Judge Lynch and his blind followers tought a lesson for future heed. 


Fifth Generation 
Now Serving You 








` (NOTE; THE ABOVE NEWSPAPER ARTICLE IS NOT A PART OF DUGAN's 
HISTORY, BUT 15 INCLUDED HERE TO PROVIDE ADDITIONAL INFORMATION 
TO THE STORY ON PAGES 98-99.) 


Leslie A. and Vada Lou 
Henderson 
Directors 


QO 





marriages we have found Smith (not date - probably 

recorded at West Union, 1803) 

Adams County, Ohio for 

Lewis Countians are: Robert Piper to Katherin 

Swearingen, Nov. 22, 1800 

Matthew Thompson to Thomas Ruggles to Rachel 

their Salley Bassett, May 24,1803. Freeland, (of Ky.) May 30, 

license. A few Thomas Ulet to Catherine 1801. 


Olive Hill, Ky. 
Phone 286-4171 









FULL LINE OF TIRES & AUTO SUPPLIES 
Established - November 1965 


Wish Vanceburg A Happy 185th Birthday 


322 LEXINGTON AVE. 
УАМСЕВУНС. - 796-3016 





Proprietor: Forrest Cooper 


Employees: 









Dobo Patton Miles Cooper 
Jeffrey Cooper Darrell Stidam 
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oneers Low 


Head Hydro On The Ohio River 






trading in salt and 
Today 


ceburg a new kind of river 


horses 
. however, іп Van- 


commerce із being 


out of the same 

Spirit for survival 

and progress. On November 
1, 1979, Vanceburg Utilities 
Issued 110,400,000 (и) in bonds 
о finance construction of its 
first hydroelectric plant at 
the Greenup Dam. This 
small utility company has 
for more than ten 

years to build this plant on 
the Ohio River just 40 miles 
upstream from Vanceburg 

headquarters 
This low-head hydro plant 
is unique because of its 
Prefabricated design The 
prefabricated portion of the 
Plant includes penstocks 
trash racks, three turbines 
and generators transfor- 
mers and al) related swit 
ching equipment thereby 
eliminating such construc. 
Поп problems as turbine 
alignment, complex con 
crete transitions flooding 
during erection and 
congested worksites nor. 
mally associated with con 
ventional built-in-place plan- 
15. This design results in up 
to a two year savings in con. 
struction time 

The prefabricated power 
plant structure (PPS) was 
assembled in France at the 
ship building facilities of the 


— 
- 
ч. 


a 


Alsthom Atlantic Corp. In 
mid-June, 1981, the plant 
was shipped to New Orleans 
in three modular sections on 
а Specially designed boat 
From New Orleans the plant 
made а 20 дау trip up the 
Mississippi and Ohio Rivers 
to the Greenup Dam. The 
owner. the Vanceburg Elec- 
tric System Vanceburg, 
Kentucky expects the 70 
megawatt plant to go on line 
by August. 1982 only 28 mon- 
ths after initial construction 
an 

Initial construction of the 
W. T. Love Generating 
Station began in late winter, 
1980, with Phase L-dredging 
and cofferdam construction 
performed by the Morrison- 
Knudson Company, under a 
$6 million contract The 
cylindrical cells and in- 
terlocking "diaphrams 
formed a three acre water 
tight enclosure, thereby 
allowing Phase [1 the ex- 
Cavation and foundation 
construction - to proceed 

In September of 1980, 
Ruhlin Construction Co 
began work on Phase IL The 
work consisted of thr 
major operations: 1) secure 
the existing dam coffer 
dam, and earth embank 
ment; 2) excavate the foun 
dation from solid bedrock 
and 3) place foundation con- 
crete. In addition, the con 
tract called for construction 
of à grout curtain cutoff 
wall, a sheet pile cutoff wall, 
and the placement of 20,000 


Cubic yards of random fill 
embankment 


$) 





.ا 


The first major work, 
which began in October 1980, 
was the securing of: the 
existing dam with cable an- 
chors set by helicopter lifts; 
the cofferdam with 220 pair 
of rebar set in 60 feet deep 
holes; and the earthbank 
with a sheet pile retaining 


wall. АШ anchoring was 
completed by December 
1980 


On January 19, 1981, the 
excavation of 95,000 cubic 
yards of rock began. The ex- 
cavation created a hole 250 
feet wide, 400 feet long, and 
58 feet below the bottom of 
the Оһо River. The entire 
excavation was blasted 
utilizing a semi-gelatin type 
dynamite under the direct 
supervision of Ruhlin sub- 
contractor, Clairon Ex- 
plosives 

Upon completion of the ex- 
сауайоп, the placement of 
37,000 cubic vards of foun- 
dation concrete began. A 
cantilever form system was 
used utilizing anchors em 
bedded in the proceeding 
concrete pour to support it- 
self for the next 7: foot lift 
All concrete placement and 
formwork is being handled 
by a pair of 165 ton American 
crawler cranes and a 100 ton 
American crawler (Phase 
Ш added а 225 ton American 
crawler to the project's 
crane fleet.) the largest of 
Ше 17 concrete wall 
monoliths is 47 feet wide at 
the base, 20 feet wide at the 
lop. and rises to a height of 
32 feet 

To allow for the 179 feet 
long x 144 feet wide x 76 feet 
high plant to float into 
position, Ruhlin pulled two of 
the cellular cells and three 
diaphragms out of the 
existing cofferdam, thereby 
creating a 150 feet wide 
passageway. Once the PPS 
was positioned within the 





cofferdam and moored, 
Ruhlin crews quicklymoved 
to reinstall the removed cells 
and once again dewater the 
enclosure. At this point, 
Phase ІІ, the final civil 
work related to the PPS, 
began 

A large percentage of 
work on Phase III is the 
placement of nearly 57,000 
cubic yards of concrete. Ap 
proximately 21,000 cubic 
yards is being pumped into 
the PPS to act as ballast 
Since this is the only force 
which will hold the plant in 
position, the work is critical 


to a maximum of 70 con- 
linuous hours, that once 
started, cannot be stopped 
The scheduled duration of 
the concrete work is four 
months 

Upon completion of the 
concrete, the removal of the 
existing cofferdam and а 
portion of the existing dam 
will begin. The 100,000 cubic 
yards of cell fill and 2,000 
tons of sheet piling will be 
removed by cranes that will 
begin at the furthest point of 
the cofferdam and work 
towards removing 


The final 


shore 
cells as they go 


Unquestionably, the Van 
ceburg Utility Company has 
contributed to the national 
boom in interest and 
development of hydroelec 
tric plants. The energy crisis 
in oil and chronic 
with nuclear 
have brought hydroelectric 
power back into fashion, and 
its all beacuse of economics 
not to mention the reduced 
environmental con 
siderations and impacts 

Vanceburg 


troubles 


power plants 


wants the 


hydroplant to keep its 
people said William M 
Lewis Jr a Kentuck 





To prepare for the large 
amount of concrete work 
the Ruhlin Company has 


purchased two Ross portable 
concrete plants 
the 


Because of 
complexity of the 
passages that must be filled 
іп the PPS, t 
numerous pours, r; 





are 
nging up 








work will be the remov í 
feet long x 45 fee igh 
section of the existing cor 
crete dam by unde 
demolition methods. Or 





this final section of the 
15 removed, water will flow 
through the plant and power 
generation will begin 





the 


two 














d have jot 
In building the Hyd 
Greenup Dam b 
Vanceburg Utilities Sy 
the City of Vanceburg і 
fold purpose іп mind for 
the City 
ine Hydro power will 
bilize the cost of electric 
ates of the Ut * $ 





and thereby 
rates to their 
those rates 


fuel power 





customers thar 


















The building f the ew 
power line to the Black Oak 
Industrial Site east of Var 
ceburg will open the 
dustrial potential and 
doing so wil ake many 
Jobs with the loca Lr 
industry The surrounding 
communitie in Kentucky 
and Southern Ohio will 


benefit with the с hange 
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WERE HAPPY TO BE 
PART OF YOUR 185 
YEARS OF GROWTH 

















W. M. LEWIS & ASSOCIATES, INC. 


CONSULTING ELECTRICAL ENGINEERS 
PORTSMOUTH, OHIO 





— — — ^ 


Lee 


All-Water Delivery Made 
Transportation History 





The engineers solved the w dth 
problem by constructing the p 
two sections--with one unit containir 9 
two of the plant's three turb nes and a 
smaller one Containing the other 
turbine. The problem of the ac cess 
lower was overcome by building it as 
à separate unit and attaching it to the 
Side of the smaller plant Section 

After construction of the 
hydropiant was completed the gates 
holding back the ocean waters frorr 

=the construction area were opened 
and the two plant sectior 


lant in 


5 rose with 
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MOVING A 
COLOSSUS OF STEEL 


VANCEBURG AND THE HYDRO 





Clear ng the U.S 


Grant Bridge at Por 
tsmouth, Ol 


o 





the water. They were then пі 
nto position above tt 
deck of the Super 5 
< 





Atlantic Ocean and the Gulf et M 





submerged Г 


rthe next t 





> anti, a 
Cially designed, heavy-lift 


operated by Wijsmuller of Ho 





ervant | mc 


VESSE M 






















and where hored at mid қ € UL i 

After the deck and its c argo we Waiting there to receive the sl г ballast tanks. апа! : 
raised above water, the ship was pul argi re the Motor Vessel [ tay the plant floated free of n e c 
to sea. The plant could have been Miller the M. r Vessel Dar gra&p. Ther 248 ы d 
fioated across the ›сеап behind a agen t J—— ake и), } қ 
tugboat, but it was carried on the to trans plant the ised the г € ма 
deck of the S jper Servant | in the сагат Pia Cin н , | 
nterest of a faster voyage Lock and Dam at Gree entuck hem e 

Midstream Transfer of Plant ere it would be installe ed ( 

After negotiating the waters of the uH "s qur yere : ] 









The hydroelectric power plant was trans- 
ported across the Atlantic on a semisub- 
mersibie ship. The deck о! the vessel was 
lowered beneath the waters of the Missis- 
sippi River so the unit could be floated off. 


%-- 
— — 

Three ACBL towboats 
maneuver the two sec- 


tions of the plant into 
position for towing. 


The plant narrowly cleared 
some bridges. ACBL carefully 
Studied river conditions well in 
advance, however, to assure а 


Congratulations 
VANCEBURG 
On Your 


185th 
Birthday 


"We'll Help You 
Smile About It. 













Dr. Robinson 
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apparently the largest object ever 
moved on the inland waters, the 
hydroplant floated on its own bottom 
from this point on. The 5,600 
horsepower D. Ray Miller, positioned 
in the traditional position behind the 
tow, provided the muscle to push the 
power plant. The 2,800-horsepower 
Hogan, drawing an assignment that is 
rare on the inland waterways, was 
positioned backward in front of the 
plant to provide the steering function 
and serve as the "eyes" of the tow 
The captain of the Miller, viewing 
his 67-foot-high tow (9 of the 
hydroplant's 76 feet were below water 
at this point) from a 35-foot eye level 
could see nothing in front of him but a 
steel wall. The Miller was able to "see 
where it was going through constant 
radio communications with the Hogan 
and by means of other sophisticat 
navigational aids. A remot 
television camera located atop the 
leading edge of the tow continually 
scanned the river channel, relaying its 
findings to monitor screens in the 
pilothouses of both towbo 
Nighttime vision was aided by 
standard radar equipment and by the 
infrared capabilities of the televisior 
monitoring system. In addition 
“feelers,” or depth finders, attached 
to each towboat eliminated the 
possibility of anything striking the 
plant sections from below 
Carefully Orchestrated 
Movement on Part of ACBL 
Mile after mile, through sixteen 
days and nights, the tow advanced 
steadily upriver, moving slowly at first 
and then gaining momentum as it 
entered the controlled waters of the 











ntro 









Ohio. The backward-moving Hogan ^ 
moved in perfect unison with the 
forward motion of the Miller, as the 
vessels guided the towering struc 
beneath bridges and through lock 
chambers with an ease and 
confidence that fascinated ever 


veteran river watchers. Refueling was 





performed midstream to keep 
disruptions in the progress of the tow 
to a minimum 

The smoothness with which the 
hydroplant was moved was no 
accident. It was a carefully > 
orchestrated movement on the part of 
ACBL, the principal operating unit ir 
the Inland Waterways division of 
Texas Gas, that involved extensiv 














т 


architect an 
Ed Peterson 
the compar 





ob, the three men inspe 
n France to determine the 
necessary in preparing it fc 
on the inland river. At th 
Car! Cannon, marine sup 
for barging and rive 
others in the compe 
detailed studie 

Mississip 
inciudin 


would have 
securing platfor 





Compliments Of 


Riverway 
Fertilizer 


Company 


Mason and Lewis Road 
Maysville, Ky. 
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bumper-like structures with which the the company assigned four of its most have amassed roughly 150 years of ACBL personnel who had a part in the 
two sections were attached to each experienced towboat captains to the experience as river pilots successful operation included Lec 

. Other and to the towboats) to the project. Captains Robert Shelton and Bullard was on board the tow for Plomin, Ohio Valley regional 

= precise steps to be taken in removing Jimmy Thompson were at the controls a large portion of its upriver journey manager; Ken Gibson, traffic 
it from the Super Servant | and rigging of the Miller, while captains D. O as was Al Pannier, ACBL port captain manager; John Woods and Wm. H 
it into a tow. After ACBL's bid was Donham and James Philpott piloted at Cairo, Illinois, who was responsible (Buddy) Biggs. who piloted the M/V 
accepted and the contract signed, the Hogan. Together, the four men for the logistics of the shipment. Other Froreich; and Paul Hise, chief 


"Growing with Service" йаг 
Blue Ribhon 


PTS 





| Chas. Н. Arnold 


| Distributing Co., Inc. 


Maysville, Ky. Phone 564-4063 





electronic engineer, and Dennis 


Hoskins, electronic technician, who 
installed the special on-board 
communications system for the tow 


Small Town with a Big Idea 
The buyer of the power plant is 
the town of Vanceburg. Kentucky, а 
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electricity than is needed by 
Vanceburg, the excess capacity will 
be sold to Hamilton, Ohio, and other 
customers. Outside sales, in fact, are 
a vital part of the financial 
arrangements to pay for the plant 
The hydroplant is named the 
W. T. Love Generating Station in 


The real significance of the power plant tow is 
that it demonstrates ACBL s ability to take on 
projects well beyond the realm of standard barg- 
ing operations and handle them in a novel way 


honor of the Vanceburg utility 
commission superintendent who 
began the quest to brin 


community of less than 2,000 that has 
Е embarked upon a bold venture to 
Ulilize the resources of the Ohio River 
to generate its own e есіпса! power 
We've looked forward to this day 
forsixteen years, sald H D 
Shelton, mayo 
praised hydr 
providin 
electric 

















Greeted by Bells, 
Whistles and Applause 


new indust 


ght-county area 





couid have more 


ACBL deckhands are dwarfed by the immense size of the power 


J The safe mı 





Since the 72-megawatt plant уу 
generate considerably mı 


ovement of the unusual саға 


Prescriptions Filled Immediately 
By Reaistered Pharmacist 


LUNCHEONETTE 
Fast, Efficient, Service 













"Small enough to know you, 
Large enough to serve you" 


Russell Stover Candies Ambassador Cards 





In Downtown Portsmouth 


We're 
Changing 
For You! 


Osman Pharmacy, Inc. 

JACK R. OSMAN, R. PH 
507 2ND STREET VANCEBURG. KY. 41179 
PHONE 796-2932 


Open 8 a.m. to 7 p.m. Monday thru Saturday 
Open 10 a.m. - 12 a.m. Sunday 
For after hours prescription service, Phone 796-2554 





Jack & Donna Osman, 


Come See What We Mean . 
Owners 





was securely lashed to the barge. 

About three weeks later, the 
cofferdam around the plant site was 
opened, and the two sections of the 
plant were floated into position. They 
were partially welded together at the 
top, the cofferdam again was 
pumped dry to allow the plant to sink 
down onto its foundation, and the 
welding was completed. Concrete 
was then added to cavities in the 
bottom of the plant, and the access 
tower was hoisted into position and 
attached 

The plant that never touched dry 
land from its assembly point to its 
destination is destined to live out its 
life in water. When in operation, it will 
be partially submerged as the waters 
of the Ohio flow through it to turn its 
turbines and generate electricity. In 
times of high water, only its access 
tower will be visible 

Demonstrates ACBL's 

Diverse Capabilities 

Numerous ACBL tows are in 
motion on the inland waterways every 
hour of the night and day, but seldom 
is One as spectacular as the power 
plant tow. The rows of barges that 
normally stretch in front of the 
gieaming white towboats are usually 
filled with coal and grain, or with such 
commodities as steel products, food 
oiis, and chemicals 

Transporting unusual objects 

however, is not a new experience for 
ACBL. Under its “nonbulk” or 
"regulated" category of freight, the 
barge line has moved specialty items 
ranging from nuclear reactors to 
gates for river locks. 

What set the power plant tow 
apart from ай the others was not its 
weight, as many onlookers thought 
but its extreme height and the 
challenges it thus posed to 
navigation. ACBL vessels routinely 
Push Coal tows that weigh up to 








— hundred awaited the arrival of the 


185th Birthday Edition, page 34 


22,500 tons, nearly four times the 
weight of the 6,600-ton power plant 
Never before, however, has one of the 
boats pushed a tow that cleared the 
underside of a bridge by only sixteen 
inches, as was the case when the 
hydroplant passed beneath the 
bridge over the locks and dam at 
Smithland, Kentucky 

The real significance of the 
power plant tow to ACBL is that it 
demonstrates the company's 
flexibility and capability to take on a 
highly unusual project, one that's well 
beyond the realm of standard barging 
operations, and handle it in a novel 
way. It also reflects the innovative 
operating philosophy that has made 
ACBL a leader in the barging 
industry d 






Farmers 
Co-Operative 
Insurance Co. 
Organized 1938 








Lewis County's Only 
Insurance Company 














Willard Thoroughman 


President 
David Kennard 


General Manager * 






The master planner for the unusual transpor 
lation project was J Я. Bullard. vice pres 
dent of river operations at ACBL He was 
intensely involved in advance preparations 
and was aboard the tow for much of its 
upriver journey 


Vanceburg, Ку. 


LL LLLI ЕРТ 


| 


(This article on the Hydro is 
reproduced by permission of Texas Gas 
Transmission Corporation from their 
TXG Magazine. ) 






Massie Bros. 


Chevrolet & 
Oldsmobile 


U.S. 68 South, Maysville, Ку. 41056 






Hydro at Van- 
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Congratulations Vanceburs 


oa your 195" Maniuersarg 
aad 
your firat Hydroelectric Power plant 


the worlds girat prefabricated generating atatéon 


ж” 
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ғ M D 

the town at that time; a 

Humpmobile roadster 
by Jack Stamper, 

who à couple of years 

thereafter sold it to the late 

Bill Hays, an 'Empire (we 








stone over the mid- 
| die = э» idein жаз саг- 
Opera House” 
the date of its 
building (we cannot remem- 
exact —— o 
| seem to keep coming to mi 
Е -either 1878 or 1883. 


ров Dec. 22, 1914. 
, 

Тһе third building, in front of 

the white utility pole, is the 

паі Sam Agnew store 

building, afterwards 

А acquired by the late ЈК 

| (Jim) Pugh, whose heirs 

sold it to the present oc- 


nts Flod and Chi 
| Volers, who m 


le Voiers' 
Dept. Store there. In some 
» miraculous manner, this 


shop, Henry  Staley's 
huckster store, Riley 
Натт'з barber shop, and 
living quarters, occupied in 
our memory, by Dr. J. H. S. 
Reddy, the late Clay Cora, 
and before that by the Willis 
Bagby family, also at one 
time by the late Mrs. Jennie 
Stewart and family. Up- 
stairs in the end next to the 
J.R. Pugh store, was the 
famous 'Peruna Club. On 
the ground floor beneath this 
also housed Wm. Thomas 
clothes pressing shop later 
operated by James Babe 
Morgan. In the 1920's Claude 
Ruggles had a barber shop in 
this portion of the buildin, 
At the time it was destroyed, 
it was owned by the late C 
E. Stout, if we rightly 
remember The next 
building is the St. Charles 
Hotel operated at the time of 
the fatal fire by the late Col 
C. L, Tannian. This fire was 
on March 2, 1926. Consumed 
also was the Heinisch store 
building, just below it, which 
cannot be seen in this pic- 
ture. 

Оп across Main Street сап 
be seen the three story Car- 
ter House Hotel. IÍ was 
destroyed by fire Sept. 30th, 
1920. The walls survived the 
fire, and were purchased by 
the late Max Block, who 
removed the third floor,and 
rebuilt it into a two-story 
builoding as it stands today, 
an enduring monument to 
one of Lewis County's finest 
citizens, The usiness 
among the largest depar- 
tment stores in northeastern 
Kentucky, is still operated 
by his widow, Mrs. Sarah 


- Block and her son, David 
the jt i of the 
ture, ents ag 
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Looking west from Market Street. Standing by team is City Marshal F, Merle Smith, the three standing on the side walk at 
the right in the original picture look to be J. R. Pugh, Doc. P. Conner ( middle figure). and James Qualls (Jime Crow). 


first the millinery sign of the 
hat shop and ladies' apparel 
operated by Mrs. M. Mar- 
cus. Other rooms in this 
building were occupied by 
Mrs. Е. Elliott's “Воок 
Store", a grocery operated 
by Thos, (Shang) Stricklett 
and the last room housing B 
R. (Wink) Henthorn's bar 
ber shop. The millinery store 
room once housed by B. W 
Parker's harness and saddle 
shop. this building was erec- 
{ей by the late Mrs. Belle 
Bruce about 1900, and bur- 
ned down in the early 1930's, 
and was replaced by the 
present brick structure, now 
(1965) housing the Welfare 
Finance Co., and Lewis 
County Dollar Store. The 
building was erected by the 
late J. T. Ort. Next was the 
small frame shop of 
"Wagonmaker'' Joe Sparks 
Adjoining this was Enos 
Hays' Coal Yard 

The small office building 
was used as a headquarters 
of Col. Tannian after the St 
Charles burned. Stamper 
Stevenson was the first 
mate. Just beyond this was 
the blacksmith shop of Thos. 
Tannian, father of Colonel, 
Tom and James Tannian 
These last three buildings 
were purchased by the late 
J. Е. Bertram, who razed 
them and built the modern 
brick garage building which 
is now owned by Otha and 
Leo Goodwin of Goodwin 
Pontiac-Chevrolet Co. The 
last two buildings in the pic 
ture are still standing and in 
use, the first known as the 
Billy Ward building, was 
built by him during the 
1870's, and now occupied by 
Lawrence Hickle's 
restaurant and pool room. 
The next, onthe corner of 


` BACK IN 191 



















Main Street, was built by the 
late Judge Geo. Morgan 
Thomas in 1883, and is now 
the Citizens Deposit Bank 
Building. These two, and the 
Voiers Department store are 
the only buildings still stan 
ding in their original state 
when this picture was taken 
The Max Block building 
Carter House) now has but 
two, instead of three stories 
A close look under а 
magnifying glass shows just 
а corner of the present store 
building of King and 
Sullivan. This is just across 
Main Street from the bank 
and was built in 1876. Here 
the late G. W. Stamper star 
ted his Vanceburg business 
career in the early 1880's. 
And on down the street a 
block, can bee seen the 
frame store building known 
as the Hite Rowley building 
In 1912 it was the home of our 
predecessor paper, the Van 
ceburg Sun, owned and 
edited by the late M, O 
Wilson, Note the locust trees 
in front of the Carter House 
From there down to the end 
of Second Street, past the 
Graded School the 
sidewalks were lined with 
maple trees 
We will get many a letter 
from old timers all over the 
country of how they enjoyed 
this picture Like ourselves 
they are indebted to Mrs 
Hansel Gilbert, who allowed 
us to copy the post card 
original. It was given to Mrs 
Gilbert by her grandmother. 
the late Mrs. Henry Sartin, 
mother of Clifford sartin, of 
this city and of Allen Sartin 
now living in Colorado. 
Reprinted from the Lewis 
County Herald, Vanceburg, 
Kentucky, Thursday March 
11, 1965. 


564-4693 









Vanceburg 





185th Birthday 


Compliments Of 


Norma Spencer, New Owner 


Merle Norman 
Cosmetics 


Grove 
Gift Gallery 


No. 4245 Spanish Pecan 


Kimball pianos 
The choice of the 
1982 World's Fair. 


Underwood 
Music 


Pianos-Organs-Guitars-Supplies 
Sales & Service Tuning & Repair 


234 Market St. Maysville, Ky. 41056 
Phone Office 564-5668 
Home 564-5018 
150 E. Main St 

Morehead, Ky 





Congratulations On Your 





Maysville, Ky. 
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Sales every Monday and Friday 
564-5245 and 564-6380 


Thank you for supporting the Maysville Stockyards 
and Independent Warehouse. Lewis County will 
always be a special part of us. 


2 cC 2-ceoc —— - 4: 
And Family 


839 Forest Avenue 
Maysville, Ky. 
564-4737 
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— 
A Bright & 
1 Fut Қ Т 
The City Of 
Avery L. Stanley 
: Comm rn 
An Old Time *Cooper Shop' | Th — — Ir 
This picture has been traced back to 1892, 77 years EA at an old time ‘cooper shop’ where they omas 3 e am, 
made whiskey and flour barrels. It stood near the forks of the road near the present store of Guy Hor- Assistant 
sley at Fairland Drive. In those days it was known as 'Short's Addition.’ So called for a man named Ronald L. Hatfield 
John Short, who bought a considerable sized piece of land in the vicinity, laid out an ‘addition,’ in- . 
cluding three streets ред ides peti Alam өлен — ares = Assistant 
Sing or wat wat known as Doobie ory, and were split lengthwise, а ese ma Marguerite Johnson 
Тһе big man in the center is “Тіпу” Evans, next to him on his right was a negro man named Harry Secretary 
— the father of Faris Clay, who is still remembered by older citizens, and next to him is “Нат у р Мі 
John" Tolle. ME RM ысы Day, and оп the end of Henry Tolle, who some fift | odie Miracle 
E years ago operated a small grocery in the south end. 
EN We are indebted to Mrs. Chas King for the use of this old picture. From 1865 to the early 1900's, Secretary 


| there were as many as six 'coopershops' employing a total of fifty or more men in operation in Van- 
f — 










| — — | 
Framing Service || 


* Prompt Professional Service 
* Reasonable Prices 


"We Can Frame Anything" 


Photographs - Prints || 
Needlework - Groupings | 


0 v= 
1 
| 
— —** 


Collector Items 






\ 14 — (т? 


— 





See The Latest | 
Paul Sawyier Releases 


Maysville | 
Decorating | 
Center 

15 E. Second St 


564-5558 
Early days on the Ohio River 





What a flood of memories 
this old picture will invoke in 
the hearts of the oldsters, 
and a curiosity for the 
generation now in their 30's 
and younger. We would say 
in the ring the ladies driving 
matcb.was in progress, the 
faneiest turnout, the belles of 
Lewis County, as well as 


skillful horsewomen, the 
‘horse and buggy days’ at 
their best. This usually was 
programmed for late in the 


afternoon, and the sun 15 
apparently in the west, 
judging from the parasols 
and umbrellas in evidence 
The large building is the 
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The Old Fairgrounds 
August, 1906 


grandstand, the hundreds 
preferred the grassy hillside 
opposite it. The building to 
the left of the grandstand 
where Clay Ruark and force 
served up their prize ice 
cream sodas for 5¢. Also a 
genuine home baked ham 
sandwich in a huge bun, also 
5€. Them wuz the days 


On the extreme left, 
beyond the merry-go-round, 
is the floral hall, presided 
over by Mrs. Anna Rowley 
and Mrs. Jennie Adams. The 


house marked with the 
circled figure 1, was said by 
several to be the home of 
Mrs. Elwood Cooper and 


daughters, who live 
there. We can see in memory 
W. T. (Uncle Bill) Cooper as 
General manager, M. O 
Wilson and O. P. Pollitt in 
the Secretary's Office at the 
ring gate, and Maurice 
Burris, Ring Master, riding 
a superb horse, going around 
the ring announcing ''First 


still 


Dickerson 
Funeral Home 


205 Second Street, Vanceburg 


Cong 


£ 


ratulations 185th 


By Eugene & Opal Esham Dickerson 
& James Estep 


Birthday 








Prize” Thos. Bigger; Second 
Price, Jack Willim“ and so 
on 


Mr. and Mrs. Henry 
Bloomfield allowed us to 
copy this old picture, whose 
family received it f 
late Mrs. Augusta Ко) 
former resident 









( 
—— 
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L to В: Ithiel (Tidy) Staggs, Grant McDaniel, and Chrley Gulley. The place: at the head of the grade at 


north end of Market Street, just across from the Geo. T. Willim (now S. H. Voiers) home on Front Street. 
The late W. A. Frizzell built a concrete wall across and around the site of this picture, hauled dirt to put the 
above and flood water, and on the site now stands a dwelling house now occupied by Mrs. Dave Lawson 
(1966) No. 417 Front Street. 


Nostaglia will pervade the 
sentiments of those citizens 
who can call back 56 years 
ago in the old town, as they 
look upon this picture taken 
about 1904 or 1905. They will 
remember, if not in person, 
the tales of their parents and 
grandparents about the 
П le Chris Caines, 
who owned what was then 
known as the ‘middle grade’, 
and lastly the ‘ferry lan- 
ding.’ Chris built this shed- 
like structure, with the little 

ice building, a part of 
ї can be seen in the 


extreme right of this picture, 
sometime after 1867. Before 
that the site was occupied by 
the saloon of the Beverly 
House, the main hotel being 
directly across the street, 
with a bridge or gallery 
running ACROSS Front 
Street, traffic passing 
UNDER it 

It was from this building 
that Chris advertised in his 
famous poem, which star- 
ted 


“There's coal and salt to be 
had at the river, 


With a golloping mule that is 
glad to deliver 
He's a mighty good mule, 
both willing and able 
And would rather haul coal 
than to stand in the stable.” 
(His brother-in-law, Henry 
C. Bruce, was put to great 
embarrassment by these 
mundane pane-gyries that 
Chris loved to compose, and 
the reading public loved to 
have appear in the local 
paper 


Around November, 1910 


on a chilly day, someone 
before leaving for dinner, 






threw some fine coal in the 
stove which after 
smouldering for possibly à 
quarter of an hour, blew up. 
spraying hot particles all 
over the office, which was 
soon ablaze. It was 
discovered by the late J 
Leslie Myers, whose family 
lived where Clayton (Tate) 
Lykins and family now 
abide, and Mr. Myers гап 
home and grabbed а bucket 
of wash water and threw on 
the blaze, but by then it 
spread to the main room 
shown in the picture, and 


Congratulations 


Vanceburg 
185th Birthday 


From The 


Staff & Directors 
Of The 
Lewis County Herald 


which was filled with hay 
feed, etc, It spread to the 
brick dwelling below it 
which was completely gutted 
and had to be rebuilt, and the 
citizens had a desperate 
fight to save the Daus Kerr 
house, just across that alley 
and the Willim home across 


Front Street.] 


Shortly afterwards the 
firm of Staggs s. pur 
chased the feed store of D. B 


Dock) Shumate, just across 








from the present Уа 
Supply Co. оп М 
where r 
retirem 
remaining 
Buddy 











Stag 





Roy McDani 
Baltimore, son of 
McDaniel 
ture of the olds 


sent us the 





Street 


Reprinted from the Lewi 
County Herald 
March 10, 1966 
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SOUVENIR EDITION 





" Vanceburg 185TH Birthday 


JULY JUBILEE ‘CELEBRATION 


JULY 2nd, 3rd, & 4th 















— — ы ы NS селдей шеше 
йз гил алыныр Moen ge —— 
ы Repri nied Lewis 






у Herald Nov. 5. 1980. 
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Congratulations 
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Souvenir Edition 
Vanceburg 
185th Brithday 


and 
July Jubilee Celebration 











та. oe CITY OF VANCEBURG "УЛЫ 


VANCEBURG, KENTUCKY 41179 

PROCLAMATION 
The City of Vanceburg will be 185 years old this year and as Mayor of the City of 
Vanceburg, | hereby declare that 


WHEREAS, due to recorded history and records dating back to the 
early eighteen hundreds confirm that Keith Marshall, son of Col. 
Thomas Marshall had a patent on the land on either side of Salt Lick 
Creek and fronting on the Ohio River; and 
































WHEREAS, on June 30, 1797 Keith Marshall sold to Mose Baird 
end Joseph Vance a tract of 55 acres on the east side of Salt Lick 
С-еек; and 

WHEREAS, Mose Baird and Joseph Vance laid out a town which was 
named Vanceburg, and began selling smaller tracts to other per- 














































sons; and Published by the Vanceburg-Lewis County Impr: 
Association, In« i 
WHEREAS, there has been formed a Vanceburg 185th Birthday | 
Committee for the purpose of holding a celebration honoring one We are indebted з | 
hundred and sighty-live years of history, pride and tn-getherness € arc indebted to many for their help in making t 1 
| when the times were really bad, and this is а tribute to all of our possible and wish to acknowledge the following 
Citizens, past and present; 
WHEREAS, the 185th Birthday Committee has laid plans for said qe нуна — 
у . C. Dugan Julie Pence 
celebration from July 2nd thru July 4th, 1982; and William M. Talley Pamela Hester 
NOW, THEREFORE, |, M.J. "Pat" Cooper as Mayor of the City of Chandler's Studio Charles Chatman 
Vanceburg, do declare the above said days of July 2nd, 3rd, and 4th Lewis County Superintendents Office Bill Bonner 
Б tobe the official days of the Celebration of our 185th Birthday and Lewis County Library Gary Kidwell 
| ask all Citizens and all visitors to join in the celebration of this Sue Brown Don Burton 
| colossal event. 3 Howard D. Shelton Paula Burriss 
Done in the City of Vanceburg, Ky Ruth Gully Betty Dillow 
this 1st day of June, 1982 Lena Ann Wamsley M. J. 'Pat' Cooper 
vs Brenda Bailey 
We have tried to give proper "credit" to all who have contributed 
and helped on this paper, however, if we have err redit 


missed anyone, please accept our "T hanks' 






Best wishes for the July Jubilee 
Chandler's Studio If you want to: 


1) Build energy by strengthening heart and lungs; 







Color Wedding Photography 2) Get rid of mental and emotional fatigue; 
3) Improve flexibility and coordination; 
Includes Free 11x 14F 2 4) Condition, trim, shape and firm your figure; 
or Bride And Enjoy It All At The Same Time D" 
COME TO 
(Contact Us Early) 









ттан SLIM TRIM & TAN 








| And Dixon Mobility 
"Our Mower Will Cut Circles Around The Rest" 307 Lexington Ave., Vancebur K 4 
Dixon ZTR Mower - Chandler's Studio - 796-3131 0 7:45 606-796-3131 ر‎ 
pen 7:45 a.m. to 6:00 p.m. Monda thru F 
305 Lexington Abe, Vanceburg, Ky. 41179 8:30-?Saturdays 4 49 






Owner: Wilma Н. Scifres 
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This old house 1 the home of 
"Mr. and Mrs. Willard Burton. It 
has been home for Mae Smith 
Burton for ай of her 78 years. It 
has been home to the descen 
dants of William and Priscilla 
McClurg Smith for over one 
hundred years. 

Many descendants can trace 
their roots to this house 

One hundred and four years 
ago, Mae's father, William 
Smith, paid Jane Colvin $100 
for this house and seven acres 
of land more or less. in 1878, 
$100 was hard to come by. To 
get this much money, William 
sold a yoke of oxen that had 
been given to him and his wife 
Priscilla by her father. This sale 
brought $80. He borrowed the 
remaining $20 and walked to 
the home of Jane Colvin on 
Christmas Day 1878 10 pay tor 
the property 

The seven acres more or less 
was overgrown with timber and 
required much hard labor. This 
section of Vanceburg was called 
Short's Addition at that time. It 
was sparcely populated when 
Mae was small. She said, “There 
were only two or three houses 
between here and the Van- 
себиге Hill. 

Jane Colvin is now burried in 


joldi graveyard on the W: т. 


n 


РЕМСЕ 5 
CHEVRON 


Complete 


Chevron Service 


AAA Road Service 
24 Hour Towing 
Open Until 10 p.m. 
Phone: 796-2232 
796-2061 (nights) 
At the Intersection 
of Ky. 10 & 59 in 
Vanceburg, Ky. 


This Old House 


By Christine Crawford Burton 


Cooper farm near Appletree 
Subdivision in South Vanceburg 

William Smith, his wife, 
Priscilla and their children, 
Manual, age 10, ісу, age 8, 
Suzie, age 6, Sally Smith 
Grayson, age 4 and King, age 
one year, moved into the one 
large room that comprised the 
"Old House" in 1878 


Martin, Audrey Smith Mefford 
and Mae were later born in this 
house. Also born here to William 
and Priscilla were two other 
children who died young 

іп the years following 1878 
the one large room was par 
titioned, rooms added, and the 
upstairs finished to accom 
modate the 10 children о! 
William and Priscilla 

Mae was the youngest. When 
the older brothers and sisters 
married or moved away she 
stayed to look after the house for 
her father. Her mother died 
when she was 10. 

When Mae married Willard 
Burton in 1924, they stayed on 
with her father and the house 

Priscilla died in 1914 and 
William died in 1942. They, 
along with Marjorie, a daughter 
of Mae and Willard, are buried 
in an old grave yard near the 
house. 
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Mae has seen limes change 
along with the "Old House” and 
the town. In the early days, Mae 
and Willard raised а garden, 
chickens and kept a cow !o 
provide much of their food. The 
chickens and the cow are gone 
They still raise a huge garden 
every year much to the pleasure 
of their children 

Mae and Willard also worked 
to help cultivate and harvest 
Turkish tobacco that was raised 
around Vanceburg when they 
were young Willard said, "I 
made $2.00 a дау That was 
good money then." Mae worked 
for awhile in a cigar factory that 
was located in an old school 
building on upper Front Street 
She made $4.00 а week working 
there 

This Old House was located 
behind the Old Fair Grounds 
Mae made extra money selling 
okra from her garden and 
baking corn bread to sell to 
people who followed the fair 
She spoke of the sulky races at 
the Old Fair. It was a good time 

Several of Mae and Willard's 
grandchildren have been born 
in the Old House. They and 
many other descendants have 
arranged for a trip back to Van- 
ceburg by these descendants of 
William and Priscilla is not com- 


Greetings To 


Dr. Ron 
Mays 
& Staff 


From 


Dr. Bernard 
Biederman 
& Staff 


South Shore, Ky. 


















plete without a visit to their ont 
living child, Mae, her husband 
Willard and "Тһе Old House." It 
nurtured their roots. The tree 
has branched abroad 





Carryout 


Beer, Wine 





Watch For 
Opening 











Photos by 
Chandler Studio 


Williard and Mae Burto 


























J. Frank Wright, Owner 







Located on Rt. 10 
One block from the light 
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Congratulations 
| : Vanceburg 





On Your 185th Birthday 


U.S. Shoe 
Component 
Plant 


V-37 








* improvements and ad- 

, ditions in the Lewis County 

) School System in the past 15 
to 20 years areas follows: 

- New elementary school at 

Tollesboro, and addition of 


“Sid” Meade Vocational School 


for all qualified children; 
kindergarten program for 
all who want it; foreign 
languages in the high 
schools; emphasis оп 
academics in all schools; 
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Lewis County Has Fine School System 


| three classrooms and library and constant upgrading of 

| and reading room at faculty and staff. 
Tollesboro Elementary 

| School. 













New gymnasium at 
Tollesboro High School with 
four classrooms. 

Closing of Canaan, 
Covedale and Trinity 
. These were small 
isolated schools. 

Addition of music and 
rooms at the Lewis 





Garrison Elementary 










Жек. dition Open 

. Concept in Education and 
— at the Lewis 
County Central Elementary 
School 









Fairlane Food Market 
























New pedea acm Attorney At Law 602 Fairlane Drive 
Personne! replace ОПС Vanceburg, Ky. Phone 796-3141 
thouse. NEP 
шыу ы е ам 506 Second Street Congratulations 
Зн City of Vanceburg, Ky. 

Laurel waar On Your 





Ё Renovation of the kin- 
dergarten and headstart 
Acquisition of the U.S. 
Lock and Dam 32 for 
| Educational purposes plus 
many improvements іп- 

| cluding a softball field. 
\ Blacktopping playgrounds 
| 22 for use at all schools in the 


system. 

Improving the heating and 
lighting systems in many of 
the buildings. 






Lloyd E. 
Spear 


185th Anniversary 


From the owners and employees of the 
Fairlane Food Market - the store that saves 
you money. 

Sales are held from Monday through 
Saturday for your shopping convenience. 




















» The purchase of 39 new 
modern school busses in the 
last 15 years, 


P.O. Box 241 







school тушет are as We stand up and applaud the City of 
n D system are as Vanceburg, Ky. 41179 Vanceburg, Ky. 
КЕЗ (606) 796-3873 1 


Jim & Tonya Horslev 
Owners 


both high schools with 
qualified instructors; girls 

Ш programs; Title 1 
reading and math 
programs; special education 







185th Birthday Edition, Page 46 





| 


Kinniconnick Elementary -— 8 
School — 





Laurel Elementary School 


1980 Firebird Gold metallic/Buckskin Buckets 1979 M.6.B. convertible Dark Green, 4 sp. AM/FM Radio 
V-6 - Auto-P.S./P.B. Air Low Mileage Wire Wheels Local One Owner 
Save 

1980 Flesta - Frost White - 4 cyl., 4sp., Sun Roof 1978 Pontiac Grand Prix Drk Rust Met/Viny top 
AM Radio - 17,406 mileage Split front seats - 301 V-8 Auto P.S./P.B 
Save Air - New Tires 

1980 Pinte - Antique Orange Metallic 4 sp. - 4 су! 


= . 1978 Mustang Il Ср T-top 4 cyl. 303 У-8 
AM/FM Radio 11,000 miles Р.5./Р.В. AM/FM Radio One Owner 
Lum ex 4 door White/Green 1972 Torino S.W. Dk. Green 9 Passenger 
Vinyl top - P.S./P.B. Air Tinted Windows Auto P.S./P.B. Air Nice Саг 
Cruise Control - 4 new tires 
1977 Ford Granada Cps Dk. Brown with brown Vinyl top 


Auto P.S./P.B. Air Power Windows Power Brakes 
Split seats Loaded 


А 


— — 


There Is A Difference In Our Dealership 
"WE CARE" 


DONNIE LOWE FORD-MERCURY- 
LINCOLN-AMC-JEEP RENAULT 


"Top of the Hill" 
PH. 564-3386 
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Coach Gary Kidwell, summer baseball director in Vanceburg. His 
high school baseball teams have won 5 District Championships and one 
. Regional Championship. One of his former players, David Gaunce, is 
. now playing in the Kansas City Royal's organization. Coach Kidwell 
Kidwell's Korner”, which appears іп the Lewis County Herald 


————— — by Chandler Studio 











Sports in Lewis County 
The Last 20 Years 


In the sixties, the Van- 
ceburg High School had two 
sports programs in their 
athletic department and 
now, in 1982, the Lewis Coun- 
ty High School has football, 
girls basketball, boys 
basketball, baseball, gym- 
nastics team and a golf 
team. In 1963, the Lewis 
County Lions won the 62nd 
District Tourney in basket- 
ball and the coach was Ray 
Allen, In 1967, the Lions 
basketball team, under 
Coach Donnie Gaunce who is 
now Lewis County High 
School Principal, was run 
ner-up in the 39th district 
tourney at Mason County 

In 1967, Foster “Sid 
Meade was named school 
Superintendent and im 
mediately started football in 
the elementary schools 
Gary Kidwell, a graduate of 
Lewis County High, was the 
first football coach in the 
elementary grades. He was 
assisted by donnie Gaune 
and Bobby Kouns. In 1975 the 
Lions won a District Football 
Championship under Coach 
Bill Robinson and went un 
defeated to win another 
championship in 1978 

In basketball, the Lewis 
County Lions won district 
championships in 1976, 1977, 
and 1978 under Coach Gary 
Kidwell. In 1977, the Lions 
came close (о upsetting 
highly regarded Ashland 





The Jeans Plus 
Store 


602 Fairlane Drive Vanceburg, Ky. Phone 796-6092 
Congratulations, Vanc- 
eburg, Ky. on your 185th 
year of being our town. 
May we continue to grow 
in population, industry and 
friendship. 
If we stand together, we 
will grow together. 
We wish the greatest to 
our city - Vanceburg, Ky. 
Fight the Fight, Keep 
the faith our country was 
built on - Success will be 
ours. 
We stand United with 
our city. 


Guy & Wilma 
Horsley 


atthe 
Jeans Plus Store. 






















——- 







Compliments 
Of 


` Dr. H.M. 
Bertram, Jr. 
And Family 


































The Lewis County High 
School baseball team won 
District championships іп 
1975, 1977, 1978, and 1979 
They went to the state tour- 
nament in 1977 and defeated 
Boone County in the semi- 
finals under Coach Gary 
Kidwell 

The summer baseball 
program consists of over 300 
players from age 4 10 16 
years of age. Another | 
program that school x 





superintendent Foster Г | 
Meade has always suppor 

ted. One product of the Van Alan Bane 
ceburg Little League Tollesboro Coach 





Program is David Gaunce of n 1982 Andy Plumme 
the Kansas City R zy 
Baseball Team 

At Tollesboro High Schoo 
Coach Al Bane f 
head man for 18 
has guided the Wil 


some fine records. In 


epresentat 









s been the I 


He 
















Randy Нг on guid be rece 

baseball team to a district se} 

title vears. J 
Girl's basketball was David Gaunce 


revived in 1975 with the (Cavey Cc 
coach being Alice Kidwell Mississip v 
In her six years as coach, wood а Alice Lloyd 
her teams were in the college in Pippa Passes 
regional tourney in 1975, 79, Kentucky, Corky Pr 
and 80. The girls were again Eastern State University of 
represented in the regionals Richmond, Kentucky and 
in 1982 under Coach Donnie Jim Lykins, Morehead State 
Gaunce University at Morehead 

Іп 1975, LCHS маз Local athletic facilities are 
represented in the state golf three lighted tennis courts 


tourney by Mort Bertram childrens playground and а 
with Ed Taylor as coach and new lighted softball field 








= , 
Jim's 
Donut Shop 
& Restaurant 


» 22 Kinds Donuts Daily 

» Sweet Rolls 

» Fruit Pies 

s Cakes 

^ Transparent Pies & Tarts 
Homemade Salt Rising Bread 
 Butterflake Rolls 

» Plate Lunches 

» Sandwiches 

Soups & Salads 


ice Cream 


5:00 a.m. - 4:30 p.m. Mon. - Sat 
28 E. Second St Maysville, Ky 
564-3007 


Jim Meadows, Owner 
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Congratulations 
Vanceburg 
185th Birthday & 
July Jubilee 
From Lewis Co. Officials 


к 
m 
bd 


: 


\ 





Avery Stanley | | 
Commonwealth Jackie Ray Cooper Charles J. Riedinger Shirley Hinton 
Attorney Judge Executive County Attorney County Clerk 


twa =” — 
— 





— Cooper Wayne Secrets Paul Jordan сей: Swearingen 
NS Tax Assessor Jailer Circuit Court Clerk 


Harold “Skip” Bryant 


( tort mer 
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Please note that Е. С. 


An old picture of Vanceburg's Second Street, looking East. 
Clark hod a general store where Wilson's Grocery is now. e 
New York Rocket Store, now the Bertram Insurance Agency. Note the stile in front 


of the Voiers Shoe Store, now Lykins' Clothing Store. 


(Picture, Courtesy of Dr. G veen Jr.) > 
Reprinted Lewis County Herald June 12, 1975. — 


Across the street was the 
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Conaratulations ... 
To The City Of 


VANCEBURG 
On Your 185th Birthdav 






















Wheelersburg 
Hayport Ка, And Center St, And The Wheelersburg Mall 


Minford Lucasville 
Main Street, Rt. 139 U. S. Rt 23 At Rt. 348 











New Boston 
Gallia St, At Glenwood 


THE PORTSMOUTH BANK Phone 353-4151 















Main Office Drive In 
Sixth At Chillicothe, Portsmouth Сау Street And 7th Portsmouth MEMBER FDIC 
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It was in 1872 that the first 
attempt was made in the 
Maysville District (о 
establish a campmeeting 
Under the leadership of God, 
Rev. Н. С. Northcott and 
Rev. H. J. Ramey, set out in 
early spring to find a 
suitable location for the 
camp, directing their search 
near Mt. Olivet in Robertson 
County. They failed in their 
search and tried again the 
next spring. Finally, after 


much persistence and some 
disappointment, they found 
a place that could be used for 
the  campmeeting A 
Methodist Episcopal church 
called Canaan, about one 
mile north of the present 
camp grounds. Thus Canaan 
church because the birth- 
place of the first cam- 
pmeeting in this section of 
the state. A great time was 
had by all and cheerful home 
hospitality reigned. The 


There's Only 
Vanceburg On 
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Historical Sketch 
Of Ruggles Camp 


gospel was preached, two 
services held daily for a 
week 


The quest for a permanent 
campground continued. Just 
as they were about to give up 
in despair, William Ruggles 
came forward with an offer 
of a twenty-acre field on his 
farm - а part of the present 
campground. His offer was 
to lease it for a period of ten 
years, with the privilege of 


One 
Earth 


When a fellow gets back from a journey and sees 


Once again 


the swell town of his love, 


And he feels on his brow the enlivening breeze 
That sweeps from the hilltops above, 
When he meets with embraces like hugs of a bear 
That lessen his usual girth, 


He's ready to kiss the big Bible and swear 


That there's only one Vanceburg on earth. 


With feelings of fondness, his mind wanders back 
To the days on the old Beaver Pond 


When he fell on the i 
Of those days his me 


ce, and his head got a crack, 
mories are fond. 


With a sob in his throat and a tear on his cheek 


He leaves the swell town of 


his birth, 


And away off from home he sings in his sleep, 
"There's only one Vanceburg on earth." 


Of all his adventures his mind o'er them flies 
Back over the trails he has trod, 


The beauties beneath semi-tropical skies 


Whose flowers bespangle the sod. 
Great cities of grandeur that never can wane, 
Proud temples of fabulous worth, 


Yet, roused from his dreaming 
"There's only one Vanceburg 


No sky is so fair 


That smiles on this city of ours, 


No people more 

n here where 
Where torrents о 
Or round the ho 


he hums the refrain, 
on earth." 


as the arching of blue 


brave and none are more true 
the Alum Rock towers; ' 

f business flow on with a roar, 
me's hallowed hearth, 


She's a model of pride and a queen to the core, 


"THERE'S О 


NLY ONE VANCEBURG ON EARTH!" 


Written by the late Reinhold J. Heinisch (Swatter) while he 


was a Hi School student, around 1909.10. 


Lewis County Herald Jan. qa, ido 





renewal at that time, at an 
annual rental of five dollars 
The offer was accepted and a 
Campmeeting Association at 
once formed. A committee 
was then appointed to draw 
up articles of agreement 
between William Ruggles 
and the assocation. Thus in 
August of 1873 the first camp 
was held on the new cam 
pground. There were from 
twenty-five to thirty cottages 
occupied and а number of 
pastors and the presiding 
elder of the district present 
The order of services in- 
cluded a prayer meeting 
before breakfast, testimony 
meeting at 8:30, preaching 
at 11:00 .m. 3 and 7 p.m. that 
meeting saved a hundred 
souls. The directors decided 
at once to meet again next 
year 

They dedicated this place 
аз The Maysville District 
campmeeting Association of 
the Methodist Episcopal 
Church bearing the date 
February fifth, 1874. The in 
corporators were: H. C. Nor- 
thcott, president; William 
Ruggles, vice president; W 
B. Barrett, secretary; G. R 
Bullock, treasurer; T. M 
Leslie, B. A. Stubbins, H. J 
Ramey, D. E. Roberts, J. H 
Story, B. D. Hannah and Alf- 
red Harrison 

In later years, these men 
were succeeded by such men 
as I. M. Lane, John G. Brodt, 
John Walsh, Isaac Kelley, 


George Kelley, Arthur 
Plummer, Miles 
Wallingford, Dr Wm 


Bowman, С. W. Thomas, 
John R. Brodt, George Har- 
ding and Robert Hinton, to 
name a few 

On March 20, 1880, the 
campground was deeded to 
the association by William 
Ruggles 

The first tabernacle had 
seats for 600 people, with a 
like number of seats on each 
side not under cover of the 
roof. Three thousand people 
used to attend on Sundays 
One thousand came on horse 
back. After a few years the 
roof was extended to cover 
all the seats and twenty feet 
added to the end. In 1923, the 
50th anniversary was held 
and the crowd was so big 
"that parents held tightly to 
their children's hands for 
fear of losing them in the 
crowd.” The crowd was said 
to have been between 8 and 
10 thousand people 

This is still a wonderful 
place to take your family 
апа you should make the 
time to come and visit with 
the Lord and all the fine 
people of this community 

(Copied in part from 

Ruggles Camp Ground 
celebration by Clarinda Sue 
Wood. } 
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Lewis County 
Florist 
309 West 2nd Street 


Vanceburg, Ky 
796-2069 


Flowers and Plants 
For All Occasions 


Owners: Jim & Ruby Kegley 


Smart Style 
Beauty Salon 
& Ladies 
Dress Shop 


Vanceburg, Ky 


796-2536 


PPPS SSCS 99999999999 9999 9999999999999999 
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JCPenney 
Company 


16 W. Second St. 
Maysville, Ky. 


Open Mon. - Thurs. 
& Sat. 9-5 


Fridays 
9-8 


PHONE: 
Store: 606-564-4066 
Catalog: 606-564-9061 
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Best Wishes 
From 
Vanceburg City Officials 





LA 
1X 








Guy Horsley Linda Sue Bloomfield Harold Smith Jr. 
Councilman Councilwoman Councilman 





Brenda Worthington 
City Clerk 





Tom Bertram 
City Attorney 





7 4а 5 
М. J. “Раі” Cooper 
Мауот 





Willard Harrison Norman Mettord Bill Childrey 
Councilman Councilman Photos by Chandler Studios Councilman 
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Barber Shop Beauty Salon 
Larry Applegate Carol Hord 


We Handle Image 
Products And 
Monte Carlo 
Hairpieces 


Family Hair 
Care Center 


Appointments or Walk-Ins 


“The Snow We Used To Er 


est of this scene is Chris Caines’ BANK HOTEL which stood on the grounds of the 
at the northwest corner of Front and Court Streets, albeit this is a back side view, 
аз the building faced the river and Court Street. The horse and sleigh are standing in the (then) vacant 
where Dr. Н. М. Bertram's office now stands, looking toward the river, The lot was then vacant, 

af fence posts on it. 
Just beyond the horse's head isa partof the present home of Bill Childrey, Front St., before the house 
was rebuilt by the late Norman W, Bowman. Across from the hotel building was а large frame building 
used as a “cooper shop" where barrels were made. The residence of Mrs, Lena Wells Voiecs stands 


і 
T 


there, 

Across Front Street “the old pine tree” is still standing. Two locusts stand in Court Street side of the 
hotel where one went down stairs дожа into the cellar of the notorious ''Hole-In- The- Wall," alledged by 
some 


to be the rendezous of the famous ‘Peruna Club’. Since those days, a large two story brick building, 
~ built by the іше John Scho‘ield аһол 1912, and the brick residence of Mrs. Bethel Dinner would obstruct 


3 ? 
Larry's 
| chop hh medendi gi which Chris Caines used ini his poetic advertise- Shear Cutters 


ment: 
| There's coal and Salt to be had at the river Rt. 10. Box 113 Tollesboro, Ky. 41175 
- And a galloping mule that is glad to deliver | Phone 606-798-2800 
This mule, be it said, is both willing and able. 
1 And would rather haul coal than stand іп the stable, 





The couple in the sleigh аге W. W. ‘Dugan and Bertha Carter, the picture being taken during the winter 
before their marriage in Septemper 12, 1892. Reprinted Lewis County Herald May 9. 1974 








Trivia 


Druther’s 


ACommunity non-profit Corporation, dedicated to help low-income 
families in Lewis County 


Jacob, the slave was tried 
in Oct. 1821, and was sen 
tenced to be hanged on Nov 
10, 1821, between 10 O'clock 
Currently serving on the Board of Directors: — те 
>! 
Gordon Brown, Chairperson The cost for keeping 
Don Burton, Vice-Chairperson Jacobs in jail 84 days at 37% 
Fran Bartos, O.P., Secretary-Treasurer cents a day was $31.50 
Bob Hoffman, Manager 
L. Sue Bloomfield 
Paul Gorman 
Herb Hafemann 
Pamela Hester Thomas Durgan Parker, 
Connie Logan | met а horrible fate in May 
N M 1870, when he was scaled to 
orman Mefford death in a vat of boiling 
Bonnie Rister water at the Old Mill (still 
Mildred Rizzo { standing! at the foot of Main 
Jim Ward apis St. Mr. Parker was walking 


across a board walk over the 
at, when à board broke 
Peoples Self-Help Housing has the backing and sup- NE ا‎ oe ME AE 
port of several concerned citizens in the business, suspected as it appeared the 


3 4 4 board had been purposely 
professional and working community in Lewis Coun- isle. e diis mare 
ty. We ore all working to help you in your housing — 


0.5. 23 North 
South Shore, Ky. 


Call us - 932-4622 


V тала ааа) 





Wouldn't vou ruther 


go to Druther's 


om e LIII LL LLLI II I I D dull iud 


Mr. Parker was a member 
needs. of Polar Star Lodge. He was 
buried at Clarksburg 
Ann 
lemom ао d 
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4 $ Can you guess who 
' : this well known Уап- 
11s e} y € І s? 
Lewis County High School Million Dollar Ban СТ e 
ӛргіпа, 1972 you! Anmweronpage 74 


HEN ы, 


Looking west on Second Street One of City's Fire Equipment 


Downtown Vanceburg 


Thousands throng downtown Vanceburg on School Fair Parade day in September, 1981 






At Our Bank 
For Only 
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Congratulations 
Per Month You Get 
Vanceburg Unlimited Checking No Minimum Balance 
*10,000 Accidental Death Ins 


On Your 185th 
Birthday 


24 HOUR BANKING...7 DAYS A WEEK 
The convenience of banking anytime, day or night. 


—ALL OF THIS— 


When You Join Our BANCLUB 
Only 548.00Рег Year 


Bank of 
Maysville 


RES) | MEMBER FDIC 


ҚА (ы "mp K^. M 4” - р АУЗУ ^ 


Congratulates 

Vanceburg 
On It's 

185th Birthday 





MERZ BROS. 


A KLINE'S STORE 


We Salute You At 
deSha's 
Restaurant 


Maysville, Ky. 


IZZZIZZZIZZZZIZIZZZZZZIZZLZIZIZIZIZZZDI 





Maysville, Ку. 
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Kinniconick Hotel Is 


*Dream House' To Residents 


THE HOTEL TODAY - The old hotel overlooks 
Kinniconick today, but has been reduced from 
2? rooms to 11 and modernized somewhat. The 


By G. Sam Piatt 
Regional News Staff 
VANCEBURG- The clear, 
blue-green waters of Kin- 
niconick Creek still tumble 
m across the riffles and 
silently through the 
holes where —— 
lurk, and the old Kinniconick 
Hotel still offers its view of 
thestream from the big front 
porch. 


And its even possible, 
thanks to the efforts of Mr 
and Mrs. Sam McEldowney, 
for a travler seeking respite 
from the cares of the world 
to secure lodging there. 

"But we don't rent rooms 
out much anymore," said 
Mrs. McEldowney, the 
former Marjorie Chinn. "We 
still have the same party of 
deer hunters who come each 
year from Mt. Sterling. And 
occasionally, if it's someone 
we know, or who comes 
recommended by friends, 
we'll rent out a room to 
someone who wants to go 
muskie fishing, ” 


The old Kinniconick Hotel 
һаз been a part of Lewis 
County history since at least 
the time of the Civil War, 
probably years before that 
There are no written records 
to tell exactly when it was 
built. 


Аз far as сап be deter- 
mined from talking with 
long-time residents of the 
Vanceburg area, Sam 
McEldowney said it has been 
determined thot T Б 
"Tom" Harrison operated 
the hotel from some time 
before 1870 until past the 
turn of the century. And 
sometime or before 
thal era it was operated as 
the Rand Academy. No one 


seems to know if it was built 
first to serve as a school and 
then converted to a hotel, or 
the other way around 


Butit was a popular spot in 
its heyday as a resort 
"People came from as far 
away as Pittsburgh and 
Cincinnati to spend a few 
days or a few weeks. Some 
came just for relaxation, 
while others were attracted 
by tffe stream's reputation 
for harboring the battling 
muskellunge. They brought 
Strong tackle and went out in 
boats to hook fish that would 
Eo 30 pounds or better," 
McEldowney said. 


The notation on an early 
post card photo of the hotel 
States: ‘Fisherman's 
Paradise, located on Kin- 
niconick Creek, famous 
fishing water for bass and 
muskallonge.'' 


"It was a luxury resort 
People would come to 
Vanceburg by steamboat 
and later by train," Mrs 
McEldowney said 


Patrons of the hotel were 
picked up at the Vanceburg 
landing by special carriages 
sent out by the hotel owners 
The carriages transported 
them out across the 
mountain (now called 
Vanceburg Hill, KY 59) and 
down into the peaceful 
Kinniconick Valley. The 
hotel is located six miles 
south of Vanceburg, near the 
Junction of KY 59 and K Y 24 

There were other at- 
tractions that brought 
tourists to Vanceburg too. In 
others parts of the county, 
around the middle part of the 
last century, they came to 
athe in the healing mineral 
waters of Glenn Springs anc 





Skelton, though, is made up of the original 
yellow poplar that has stood against the ad- 
vance of time for more than 100 years. 


Reprinted Ashland daily Independent Jan 27 1980 


Esculapia Springs 

The salt works on salt Lick 
Creek near Vanceburg 
began to attrack settlers as 
early as 1794. With all the 
activity associated with the 
salt wells, it wasn't unusual 
that a town would soon be 
established. Vanceburg was 
laid out in lots in 1797, but it 
wasn't until 40 years later 
that it began to take on the 
appearance of the river town 
itis today 

The springs finally lost 
their popularity, but Kin- 
niconick Hotel continued to 


be a popular tourist at- 
traction 


Over the years, 
McEldowney said many 
people have lived in and 
operated the hotel, including 
such families as the Barrets, 
Whites, Lykins and Stam- 
pers. He said the hotel was a 
popular spot when it was 
operated by Mr. and Mrs 
Larrence Jones 


"She (Mrs. Jones) 
probably served the best 
food, and ore of it, than any 
of the other families who 
operated it," Mrs 
McEldowney said 


As best the McEldowneys 
can remember, the Joneses 
operated the resort hotel 
from about the late 19205 
until 1955, when it was 
bought by Clyde Hickle. Mrs 
McEldowney was operating 
the nearby Kinniconick Post 
Office and grocery a this 


McEldowney, who grew up 
along the creek, said he had 
dreamed of owning the old 
hotel and making his home 
there since he was a young 
man. In 1989 when he 
serving as 


was 
conservation 


officer of Lewis county and 
Mrs. McEldowney as a 
school teacher іп Van- 
ceburg, he got his chance to 
fulfill his dream. Hickle 
decided to sell the property 
at public auction that year 


“I didn't make it in on the 
bidding, but the man who 
bought it said it was mine if I 
would give him $1,000 profit 
I gave him $900 above what 
ле paid. I never told him it 
was my dream house.” 


The McEldowneys moved 
in and operated the entire 22 
rooms for about 10 years 
But in 1969 they razed the 
west half of the structure 
and remodeled the present 
part. Today the old building 
includes 13 rooms. 


Mr and Mrs 
McEldowney's only child, 
Judith Lee, is a voice 
leacher and singer who has 
performed in the United 
States and Europe 

McEldowney said Кіп- 
niconick Creek, which 


begins about 14 miles up 
stream from the hotel and 
winds some 50 miles through 
the hills before emptying 
into the Ohio River at 
Garrison, still harbors a 
good population of native 
muskie 

In the past four years, 
McEldowney said, the state 
has been carrying out a 
muskie stocking program on 
the stream 

And so it appears that as 
long as there is a Kin- 
niconick Creek flowing down 
through Lewis County, and 
as long as there is a fish 
called a muskie swimming 
there, the old Virriconick 
Hotel will stand on the 
lerraced slopes 





Congratulations 
VANCEBURG 
ON YOUR 
185th 
BIRTHDAY 


Compliments of 


McDonald’s 
of Maysville 


U.S. 68 and Moody Drive 


Congratulations 


Vanceburg 


Gladys 
and 
Lloyd 
Stamper 


The following items were 
copied from issues of the 
Vanceburg Courier, the 
second newspaper published 
at Vanceburg, Kentucky. 
These copies are now in the 

ion of Dr. William М. 
Talley, Vanceburg, Ken- 
tucky 41179. 


Vanceburg Courier, issue 
of Wednesday, May 4, 1881: 

MORE REGULATING. 
We learn from a gentleman 
who was out in the Kinney 
country last week that the 
Regulators have been whip- 
ping several women of that 
country, a Mrs. Smith and 
her daughter being the ob- 
jects of their wrath. The girl, 
it is stated, is a cripple, 
having had both hands bur- 
ned off at the wrists as а 
child. We think the 
Regulators have gone too far 
in this matter. The idea of a 
party of stout men whipping 
old and crippled women is a 
little too small for those who 
claim regulating to be 
essential to the welfare of 
the moral condition of the 


Vanceburg Courier, issue of 
May 25, 1881: 


The family of John Smith, 
of Grassy, who were 


to leave, arrived here Sun- 
day, and are living in Short's 
Addition. 


н Same Issue: 


. JOHN SMITH: Driven 
by е 


e Regulators up in the 
Laurel Country have laid 
down the rod and taken up 

- ред — means of 
е i who are so 
unfortunate as to come un- 
der Judge Lynch’s jurisdic- 

| tion. John Smith and family 

l of that neighborhood seem to 

the especial objects of the 
Regulator's wrath, the cause 
| of which seems to date back 

| to last summer, when a 

| Greenback Organization 

was formed at that place, of 
which John Smith was a 
member, The other mem- 
| bers claimed (һа! Smith 
revealed the secrets of their 
party, and then sold his vote 
in the ensuing election. They 
also claim that Smith, being 
а member of the church, 
went to dances and then 
refused to confess his sins. 
Thus matters went on until a 
few weeks ago, when Mr. 
Smith was forced to leave 
the country, and some of the 
members of his family were 
whipped by the Regulators 
Shortly after this the house 
and barn of George Yates 
were burned, and the 
i suspicion of these men were 
turned on the Smiths as per- 
petrators. A week ago last 
Sunday, as one of the Bllom- 
fields and his wife were 
| passing the Smith residence, 
i they were fired at by 
Someone in the house, the 
| ball going between them and 
lodging in the bank a few feet 
| away. Wednesday night last 
Reuben Bloomfield's barn 
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Hegulators wrath 
goes too far 


was burned, and he was 
called from the house by a 
voice, which he claims 
belonged to the Smith 
family. He thinks the inten- 
tion of the parties was to call 
hím out and shoot him by the 
light of the fire. These 
several actions so 
exasperated the people of 
that neighborhood that they 
raised arms and declared 
that the Smiths should leave 
or fare worse, and made up a 
party to start them out. They 
surrounded the house, and 
whenever a member of the 
family - which consisted, 
besides the women and 
children of three Smiths and 
two of the McClurgs — would 
show themselves, they would 
be fired on by the other par- 
ly, and one of them, a boy 
about 17 years of age, was 
shot through the leg, just 
above the knee, and the old 
woman came very near 
being shot. On Thursday 
evening, Constable Brewer 
went out with warrants for 
arrest of three of the 
Regulators. They received 
him very kindly and allowed 
him to read the warrant, but 
politely informed him that 
he could not arrest them, 
that they had other impor- 
tant business to attend to, 
ant care about enfer 
company, ai 
was through with his job, he 
had better go home. He, 
however, reasoned the case 
with them, and they finally 
told him that if the Smiths 
would leave the country, 
they would let them go. 
Brewer, after a good deal of 
hard coaxing, gained their 
consent to go to the Smiths 
and tell them of their 
danger, and endeavor to get 
them to move away. When 
he arrived at the house he 
fouund the Smiths, together 
with McClurg, armed to the 
teeth and prepared to fight to 
the last. As soon as he stated 
the demands ой the 
Regulators, they agreed to 
go, provided they were 
guaranteed a safe passage, 
but were afraid to come out 
as matters then stood, 
Brewer then sent for a doc- 
lor for the wounded boy, but 
agreed to by the Regulators 
until Saturday last, and John 
Smith, the head of the 
family, who left some time 
ago to keep away from the 
wrath of the Regulators, was 
sent for to come home. Thus 
matters were last Friday 
evening, the reputation here 
of being a hard-working, 
quiet man, and the people 
would like to see the civil law 
lake its course. Half the time 
spent in driving him away 
would, if the family were 
watched, lead to their con- 
viction, if they are guilty, 
and save the serious results 
that will likely follow if the 
people continue, to hold the 








John Smith 


law in their own hands. 
-We learn from a party wo 
came in from Laurel Mon- 


Compliments Of 


Holder & 


Lykins 


Attorneys At Law 


407-409 Second Street 
Vanceburg, Kentucky 


E. V. Holder, Jr. 
Clayton G. Lykins, Jr. 





day evening, that the house 
and barn of John Smith was 
burned Saturday night. 





Compliments of 


Rip's Ag. 
Center 


(Distributor of Central Tractor 
Farm & Family Center) 


P.O. Box 204 (Hwy. 10) 
Tollesboro, Ky. 41189 
Phone: 606-798-3881 


Rt. 2 (Mt. Sterling Rd.) 


Flemingsburg, Ку. 41041 
Phone: 606/849-8391 


"Where Your Dollars 
Make More Cents" 


Terms: Cash & Carry 








Of all the gifts, whatever the occasion, the 
e most appreciated and longlasting is the gift 
of jewelry. MYLES BROWN JEWELRY 
GIFTS carries a complete stock of quality 
jewelry that is bought for a lifetime of use 
and beauty, then handed on to future 
generations 


Our community is fortunate in having 
MYLES BROWN JEWELRY [ GIFTS 
because here the buyer can be assured of 
the best value and fairest price. They carrv a 
fine line of diamond rings, 14K gold jewelry 
china, crystal, silver and brass. All offer vou 
great value and fine quality 


They have jewelry at a variety of prices 
and a beautiful selection of gifts that will 
bring happiness for years to come 


MYLES BROWN JEWELRY &GIFTS, 
located at 231 Market Street in Maysville 
phone 564-6479... call them for more in 
formation 


We suggest to all of our readers that ij 
they are looking for a special gift that will be 
treasured for a lifetime, they stop in at 
MYLES BROWN JEWELRY & GIFTS, 


soon 


CEEE EEES 





Bivens’ 
Insurance 
Agency 


Roger L. Bivens, Agent 
601 Second Street 
Vanceburg, Kentucky 
41179 
Phone: 























606-796-2655 





606-796-3451 







Auto, Home, Life, 
Business, Bonds, 
& Hospital Insurance 








— 
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Vanceburg 
School 


This week we are showing the old Vanceburg School 
building on West Second Street, generally referred to as 
the “lower school." (The Riverside Seminary on East 
Front Street was designated as the upper school.) The 
building shown began its history in Sept. 1881. Since then 
an addition was added in 1913 to the front of this building 
and in the 1940's, two other buildings were added on each 
side. 

We fix the year at 1896 or 1897, taking in account the hat 
and dress styles of the ladies shown, and the apparent age 
of some of the pupils. No. 1 and No 2 have been suggest by 
old timers who examined the picture as Mildred and 
Imogene Pugh. But none were certain. No. 3in some way 
resembles Orville (Pat) Tannian. But none agreed for 
sure. No. 4 is definitely Eugene Tannian, Pat's older 
brother. No. 5 is W. R. (Roch) Henderson, and No. 6 is 
Prof. T. M. Games, Principal 

These two teachers conducted a ‘Norma School' each 
year for teachers and those preparing for the teachers 
examination. Public School only lasted thru March in 
those days, and some sent their children to this special 
term, as one mother suggested “just to keep them off the 
streets." This accounts for the many youngsters in the 
picture. No. 7 is definitely Jesse T. Henderson, а well 
known teacher who many of the present day people well 
remember 

The lady in the back with the tall plume on her hat helps 
fix the date. We recently noted a picture of regal dressed 
lady wearing а hat like this, and it was dated 1896. Note 
the high white-washed board fence that surrounded the 
School grounds in those days 

Pro. Games taught thru the school year of 1904, when he 
accepted a more lucrative position at a Government 
School in California. W. D. Henderson was County 
Superintendent 1905 thru 1914. Jesse Henderson, a few 
years after this picture, enlisted in the Spanish-American 

War in 1889 and taught school in the county until his 

retirement 

Reprinted from The Lewis County Herald, Vanceburg 
Ky., Thursday, Мау 23, 1974 
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A business college, which operated in the old Opera House, upstairs above what is now (1975) the О.К. Super Value іп the 
last years of the 1800's. The store at the right is the опе out of which the hot coal fell out of in December 23, 1914 and 

" the famous Opera House Fire, which destroyed the Opera House, Hammonds' Drug Store, J.W. Cox's Grocery Store 

| Voiers Shoe Store, and the Masonic Room upstairs. REI usn Honid ——— 





Bertram Insurance 


Agency, Inc. 
Wishes You A LE Birthday July Jubilee 
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Located: 502 Second St., Vanceburg, Ky 
Phone: 606-796-2313 


General Lines Insurance Standard Fire Long Haul Trucks 
Homeowners Bonds Motorcycle 
Automobile Workmen's Compensation Boats 
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These early maps of the 
lay-out of the city of Van- 
ceburg were prepared by 
Mr. Alfred Harrison, pioneer 
surveyor of Lewis County 
These rare hand drawn 


Lewis County Historical 
Society by two of Mr 
Harrison's great grand- 
— ا‎ daughters, Mrs. Margaret 
(Sanders) Bell of Northfield, 
Ohio and Mrs. Maxine (San- 
ders) Henning of Shelby 
Ohio. These ladies are for 
mer residents of this 
city.Miss Helen McKellup, of 
Vanceburg is also a great 
grand-daughter of Mr 
Harrison. Alfred Harrison 
and his family were very 
prominent in the affairs of 
the city and Lewis County 
he was County surveyor for a 
number of years and was 
also school commissioner 
and very active in the 
Methodist Church (now 
United Methodist) of Van- 
ceburg, having donated 
some beautiful stained glass 
windows to the church 
We are pleased to be able 
to share these historic maps 
with the public. The Lewis 
County Historical Society is 
very grateful to Mrs. Bell 
andMrs. Henning for their 
gift of these treasures to our 
organization 
Mrs. Bettye B. Dillow 
President 
Lewis County 
Historical Society 


E R جم‎ maps were donated to the 


Be 








Мг. and Mrs, Alfred Harrison, well remember 


Harrison born 1821, died 1902. His wife was t 











second official County Surveyor, he was an authority on old lines 
grants, and corners He was the grandfatber of the late Ivan San 
and Ed Rand, to whom he handed down his vast knowledge of Lewis С 





ty surveys, Тһе picture i$ by courtesy of a granddaughter, Mrs. Mary Cox 


Usted 2 
Hallst Photo Lewis County Herald Sept. 4. 1958. 
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т Glen Springs Hotel picture from the Frank Smith of Vanceburg, Ky. 
and Besse Howard Lykins collection. Donated 
to the Lewis County Historical Society by the 1918. 
twin nieces of Mr. Frank Lykins. Mary 


Margaret Hampton and Helen Elizabeth used as Glen Springs College. 


Ea 552 


GLEN SPRINGS COLLEGE 


А High Grade Christian College 


10 LDeyartments -бтайей Common School—High School—Junior College, 
Normal, Art, Music, Business, Domestic Science, Agriculture and Bible Training. 


Healthy, quiet, in the country, low rates ($12.00 per month), many ean 
work, excellent teachers, modern methods, inspiring surroundings and home life. 


Come over С. & О. В. К. to Vaneeburg, Ky. and take Glen Springs Hack, 


————————  —— —— — 
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MAN, 


We understand the building burned about 


After being used as a hotel the building was 








Reprinted Leuts County Historical Society 


or write. 
S. J. Sparks, Pres., Glen Springs, Ку. 
Old Glen Springs College Song 

! Ms, Juanita Cropper, of Route 7, was a little girl her family sold 
has sent us a copy of the old Glen dressed chickens to the college and 
Springs College Song. Ms, Cropper resort, They also sold vegetables 
adds some of her own memories by ang 'datry products, 
telling us that it was formerly a health The college was operated by five 
resort and hotel and was very bea- preachers of the M, E, and Baptist 
utiful in its day, faith, Their large families and parents 

lived there, too, 
P Ms, Cropper adds that when she Here 15 the song: 






McDonald 
Pharmacy, 


Inc. 


Bill Bentley, R. Ph. 


Maybelline, - Cover Girl 


10 Percent 
Senior Citizen 
Discount Rx 


932-3614 
South Shore, Ky. 41175 





Glen Springs College Song 
Sung to the tune of Columbia. The Gem of T 


S û f the Mount 





As the streams from thy he 
We all offer homage to у‹ 
l hy standards make students assemble, 
When life's tasks, before them, they see, 
The world сап пе! ег make them tremble, 
When trained in the G. $. C 
When trained in the G. 5. С 
When tained in the G. S. C 
The world can ne'er make them tremble, 
When trained in the G. S. C 





u 


When ignorance would make desolation, 
And unbelief, the mind would deform, 
Then Truth, which is Freedom's Foundation, 
Chose Glen Springs to fight in the storm 
With Truth's banners flying about her, 
So proudly, she entered life's sea, 
Her boast is that none shall doubt her, 
Who are trained in the G. 5, C 
Who are trained iÑ the G. 5. C 
Who are trained in the G. 5. C 
Her boast is that none shall doubt her, 
Who are trained in the G. 5. C 


Then the banners of Truth, bring forward, 
God grant they may never be furled, 
Vill by loyalty, they're lifted upward, 
And with purity, light all the world 
May the service we render, be holy, 
And our aim and prayer ever be 
To make men and women uub, 
Of all trained in the G. S. С 
Of all trained in the G. S. С 
Of all trained in the G S. С 
To make men and women truly, 
Of all trained in the G. S. C 


S. J. SPARKS 
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WHEN OX TEAMS WERE COMMON 


This picture was taken in 1914 on top Tannery Hill on old Frank and Lucy Lewis Farm. Charley was 
18 years old at this time. This yoke was used in logging operations. Charley lives on Trace Creek at 


the present time. 
| Oxen were named Toni, Bill, Buck and Charley. We thank Charley's youngest son, Paul E. Lewis 


_ who lives on Trace Creek for bringing this picture in for our use. 


Reprinted Lewis County Herald July 11, 1974 





of 
Louisville, Kentucky 
Serving the City of Vanceburg 
And Vanceburg Utilities 
Since 1965 


FLI н. BROWN ii (1906-1974) 
RUCKER TODO 

HENRY я HEYBURM 
RANDOLPH А BROWN 
GEORGE Е. DUDLEY 
COWARD 5 BONNIE 
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в DAVIS, JA. 

W.C FISHER, JR 

JOHN T BONOURANT 
CHARLES 3. CASSIS 
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KENNETH 2 TOGGLE 

C COWARD GLASSICOCK 
WINSTON E MILLER 
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R JAMES STRAUS 
CRAIG L. SPARKS 
STEPHEN A SCHMIDT 
CHARLES A KEETON 
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CHARLES 6 ALLEN M 
DALE E AMCARN 
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FREOERIC J COWAN, JA 
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MACK 2 MORGAN Ill 
RICHARD M. SOAPER, JR. 
MARK n FEATHER 
BRUCE к DUDLEY 
HAPPY R PERKINS 
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STEVEN H. KEENEY 
ROXANE TOMASI REINMAROT 
VICTOR 0. MADDOX 
SUSAN C.SIMPSON 
JEFFREY С. EVERETT 
OAVIO L MIRKIN 
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PHILIP P ARDERY 
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OF COUNSEL 


JOSEPH L T. ARDERY 
C.CHRISTOPHER TROWER 
JOHN M NADERA 
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‘own, Todd & Heyburn 


It Figures 


We don't know 
what started us in this 
caddish vein, but 
there was a 20th wed- 
ling anniversary par- 
ty, and the husband 
was crying, as they of- 
ten do. In particular 
though, he was crying 
on the shoulder of an 
old friend. "You," he 
talked me 





said, "vou 
out of shooting her 
years ago! You said If 


I did I'd get 20 years! 


“бой”, said the 
friend. "Well said 
the husband, ifd had 
shot her, today Г4 be 


a free man!’ 
-Cincinnati Enquirer 


(Note A party 
reading this suggested 
that it be passed on to 
a mutual friend.) 





| The Ruhlin 
ruhin Company 
Congratulates 
The City Of 
Vanceburg, Ку. 


On Its 185th Birthday 


Many Happy Returns 


The Ruhlin Company 
3 Cascade Plaza 
Akron, Ohio 
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books covering from 1865 to 
1871. This confirms Capt 
Rowley's statement that 


on West “Smalley put a floor іп it, 
at corner of —andstarted a drug store " 
ше is com It has long been a tradition 


that Uncle Hite Rowley star- 
ted the first soda fountain in 
the town. The statement was 
true as to location, but not as 
to the person. Smalley's 
book shows that he started à 
soda fountain there in 1868 
His fountain cost $60.00 in 
Cincinnati. That he did not 
achieve the affluence that 
some of his predecessors 
have enjoyed is evident from 
his entry at the end of the 
season, that he cleared some 
$11 on the fountain for the en- 
8ге season. Various entries 
of 1 dozen eggs, 15 cents; а 
gallon of milk, 15 cents, were 
charged to the ice cream ac- 
count. Speaking of the 
season, it has been less than 
forty years ago when most 
soda fountains opened along 
in y and closed about the 
of September. No one 
thought of being such a fool 
as to eat ice cream in cold 
weather. 
! Smalley, in addition to 

— — 

other commodities. In 1871 
he sold the place to Uncle 
Hite Rowley and moved his 
drug store to what will be 
remembered as the Heinisch 
building at the northeast 
corner of Second and Main. 
Uncle Hite continued the 
place as a general store, 
together with the soda foun- 
tain of fond memories to 
many still in the land of the 
living. Mr. Rowley continued 
his business until his death in 
1897, and in 1898 his heirs 
sold the premises to the late 
M. O. Wilson, who operated 
the Vanceburg Sun there. In 
1917 Wilson sold the building 
to the Jr. O.U.A.M. lodge, 
who had occupied the upper 
floor for many years, he 
having built the one-story 
brick structure on East 
Second Street and moved the 
Sun up there. The short-lived 
Lewis County Leader, under 
the editorial quill of Arnot C 
Todd, next operated a paper 
there around 1920-21 and 22. 

In 1923 the lodge sold the 
premises to the late Grant 
McDaniel, whose heirs still 
own it and decided that the 
old building had served a 
long and faithful term of 
service, and decided to 
demolish it. 

As much as it will improve 
tbe looks of the adjoining 
property, and relieve a fire 
hazard, if is with a feeling of 
sadness that the "old guard” 
see it's passing, like that of 
an old friend, who has 
remained true and staunch 


іу-Пуе years ago 
nes Rowley told us 
en he was a mere in- 
able to walk, 
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's Oldest Room 
low Just Memory 


through a century that has 
seen five major floods in- 
vade it. Hewed beams, with 
adz marks clearly shown, of 
great length, and many of 
them unspliced, became 
visible after the modern 
coating of weather board 
was removed. Massive 
stones were used for the 
fountain, and scraping 
around the top of them, we 
found two inches of ac- 
cumulated flood mud. Mute 
remains of 1884, 1913, 1937, 
1945 and 1948. 

Hand-hewn beams of 
yellow poplar, with the 
marks of the adz plainly 
visible, 50 feet long, and 2- 
inch floor boards, 18 feet 
long and 18 inches wide 
came to light as the 
demolition continued. Wilson 
changed the front of the 
building and poured a con- 
crete base for his press, 
before he moved in the 
building for 1898. 

Probably no person in the 
history of the city had so 
many absurd anecdotes 
credited to their memory 
than did "Uncle Hite." Ex 
tremely eccentric, he found 
in some ой his associates, 
especially his brothers, 
James Sr., and Ben, people 
who were just as eccentric 
as himself. Here are a few 
favorite tales that have 
come down to the present 
generation: 

In the days of his famous 
soda fountain, the late Dr. P 
Conner and wife strolled 
down to Uncle Hite's one 
evening to partake of his 
famous beverage. Doc 
cautioned his wife to simply 
tell him what she wished and 
to make no further commen- 
ts. She promised faithfully, 
but when she ordered her 
soda, apparently couldn't 
resist telling him, “Uncle 
Hite, I like my sodas rather 
sweet" “Yes, Mam, some 
do," replied hite, and 
proceeded to fill her glass to 
the brim with the pure 
syrup, which, of course, she 
was unable to drink. "Well, I 
warned you," her husband 
said, as they came back up 
the street 

Hite had а muzzle-loading 
shotgun that became an an- 
noyance because so many 
people wanted to borrow it. 
One day Henry (Віоддег) 
Halbert asked to use the gun 
"Yes, you can have it. And 
when you get through just tie 
а rope in the trigger guard 
and drag it up the road and 
throw it in the door here at 
the store,” said the old man 
Halbert never hesitated, and 
after a morning's hunt, 
coming to the road at the 
Jeff Cole farm below town, 
tied the rope to the gun as 


directed, and dragged it on 
to town, where he threw in in 
the store door. Not in the 
least dismayed, Hite com- 
mended him as а good boy 
for obeying his instructions 
to the letter 

On another occasion, his 
brother James (the father of 
Capt. James Rowley and the 
late Jane Gardner) asked for 
the loan of Hite's cross cut 
saw. "Yes, James. Here it 
is. When you get through 
with it, just lam it across 
that board fence, break it in 
two, and throw the pieces in 
the door here." The brother 
did just that, finished his 
sawing, broke the saw over 
the fence and threw the 
pieces in the door as direc- 
ted. hite never lost his com- 
posure in the least 

Hite had a dog -Jack- 
which lay beside him as he 
sat in a split-bottom chair in 
front of his store building 
When the noon bell rang at 
the lower school, a block 
away, and a shout went up as 
the boys leaped from the 
doorway and started for the 
old stile. “Come оп Jack, 





The famous old Hite Rowley Store Building, at 
Corner of West Second Street and Rowley 


Avenue, now gone. 





— — — س‎ À 


let's get in the house. Неге 
comes Al Cox's rock bat- 
tery." He referred to 
Charley, Frank, Roy and 
John Cox, who always came 
up Second Street like а 
young tornado, driving а 
barrage of stones from their 


shinney clubs, and shouting 
like a bunch of wild Coman- 
che Indians 


And now the old store 
room has gone, as Jurgan 
put it, “ТО THE LIMBO OF 
OUR FOREFATHERS.* 


Reprinted Lewis County Herald Sept. 10. 1953 


The Folks At The 


QUEEN'S TABLE RESTAURANT 
Welcome Everyone To The 


July Jubilee 


For the finest eating in the Mid-Ohio Valley, it's the 


ueen's Table 


Restaurant 


Vanceburg, Ky. 


Open at 7:00 a.m. for breakfast 
Lunch Buffett 11:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m 
Dinner menu with nightly specials 


Popular salad bar 


Short order available all day 


All items available to до. 
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MONUMENTAL. ASSOCIATION, 


OF LEWIS@OONTY, КҮ. 


CERTIFICATE oF Mansi. 


— — — — 
This iz tu Uerlify that д? vL. hiker huring pid inte the 


—ZLeewxury ofthe Soldiers ant Sailors Monumental Association of Lewis Омен». J 
£ 7. la 4 (* 10 2 for the purpose of erect- 


` Ey.. the sum of o 74 


ing а Monument om the Publie Square in th 
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Mrs. Helen Bowman brought us thts сору of an old membership certi- 
ficate for the Soldiers and Sailors Monument Association, given to per- 
sons who contributed toward the erection of the old monument in iie 


courthouse yard. 


Although there is no date on this certificate, it would have been some 


time in the early 1880's. 


to a life membership in said Association. 
f Ay 2 p > 
— — LIL /2202 027666657 President ^ 
, * 
ЛАРА МО 
( 
се LV Ze e "C7 & Treasurer. 





e City of Vancehurg, is entitled 


‚4 Secretary. 
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Lewis County Historical Society 
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А Group Of Tie Loaders 


А group of well remembered 
ж 1910, The raliroad немеме wes at из — 
this time, and hundreds and hundreds of cars of ties 
were loaded here annually, Тһе “Че loaders” соп- 
stituted а cermin grap who worked together on what 
m me present бау and age would be spoken of as а 
'elosed shop; меге is one of me loading crews, which 
pernaps were loading three or four cars at the same 


time, Reading from left'to right are: the inspector 
whose name із unknown, but usually sent in to see that 
the ties all came up to certain specifications, George 
Rice, (not the present Geo. A, Rice of Fairview) 

John F, Bertram Sr., who was a Че buyer, аз was G. 
W. Stamper, Sam Cole, George Stapleton, Stamper 
Stevenson, Ed. (Mart) Harrington, Andy sartin, Lind- 
sey Kenmard, Frank Hudson and Joe Hudson, the latter 
two being Jake Hudson's sons. 
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Auto 
Service 
Center 


Auto Sales - Restorations 


Mechanical & Body Repair 


Curtis Worthington, Jr. 
Stephen Ғ. Rittenhouse 


Р.О. Box 282 Ky. Route 10 
Vanceburg, Ky. 41179 


Congratulations 
Vanceburg 
on your 


185th 


Birthday 
Anniversary 


Maxine's 
Beauty 
Shop 


Ph. 796-2268 
Route No. 7 
Vanceburg, Ky. 41179 
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Western & 
Southern 
Life 
Insurance 


A Mutual Company 
Serving Lewis Co. Since 1895 
See 
Virgil E. Mefford 
Associate Sales Manager 
Local Associates 


Dwight Rouse Homer Conley Roy Quinn 
Featuring the New 










Morehead 
Tobacco 
Warehouse 


Built to Serve the Farmers 
Of Eastern Kentucky 


Phone 794-4359 
Jess Chinn, 796-2406 




























Universal Life 
The Plan For Tomorrow 
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7 That was rather а | 
unique scheme а well 
known and eminently | 


respectable busine 






of a nearby city adop 
get his wile to come home 
from a visit 

When she went awa 
urged her to st 
she 1 
thoroughl 





Looking west from Market City Marshal F. Merle 
Street. Standing by team is he three standing on th 


Smith. walk at the right in the original Doc 
е side picture look to be J. R. Pugh. 


P. Conner (middle figure) M 
and James Qualls (Jime Crow.) 




















souk 


мік 
snake? 


Corky's | 
Vanceburg |! 
Inn 


to 

° 

Kentucky ы 
Farm 


Bureau 


E-Z Jewelers 


Where Quality 
Counts 
Not 


Lois Sheriff, Owner P rice Alone 


Home Cooked Meals 
Specials Every Day 


Mutual Ins. Agency 
Established 1944 


Rex Elam & Anthony Silvey 
Agents 


Vanceburg, Ky. 
796-2132 


— —— — 


Fresh Baked Pies 12/ Market St. 
5 Desserts Maysville, Ky. 41056 
Carry OutOrders Phone 796-2275 
Open Daily 6 Days A Week 
6 a.m. to 6 p.m. 





Lewis County Farm Bureau 
Chartered 1920 
Herbert Bradford, President 
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Compliments Of 


Dr. 
Walter 
Blevins 


State Representative 





BACK IN 1912 
In Main Street between the Carter House (now known as the Max Block - Avery Stanley Be . a 
| ing) and the old Heinisch site, now a truck parking lot of Goodwin Pontiac - Chevrolet ( S IS ГІС 
left to right - front row: Alva (Chilly) Ruark, Jack (Bugs) Kennard, Behind him is Clyde 


А tingham, Morton Scott, (then Carter House porter) C. J. (Gus) Geyer, Geo. Anthony, 


ager of the Button Factory, Jack Boyd riding the burro, Ben Stricklett on the horse. Star L = & 
оге Wilford Mathewson, Eddie Armstrong, Pierce of the C&O surveying force. The Ton ewisS 


Livery Stable is now Ginn Building. 


t Reprinted Lewis County Herald Feb. 27, 1975 Rowa n Co а 





VANCEBURG FOODLAND 


Vanceburg's Largest Most Modern 
Supermarket 


Featuring In Store Delicatessan 
Bakery - Fresh Baked Donuts - Pies & Other Pastries 


Try Our Delicious Bar В Q Chicken & Ribs 
Hot Lunches 
At Vanceburg Foodland We Know What It Is To Feed A Family 


Shop $ears Catalogue 
Department 
Located іп Ovr Store 


A VANCEBURG FOODLAND 
4: OODLAND P.O. Box 27 
Vanceburg, Kentucky 41179 
Phone: 796-2424 








M you have the time to take a drive 


38 


ong Road for a short distance you 
will see an elegant stone house set- 
ting on top of the hill И stands ой 


аз a unique structure that fittingly 
blends with the mative environment. 
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Camp Dix way and go up the Arm- 
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Ап Elegant Stone House 


The stone house, completed іп 1927, as it looks today. 
Alderman, of Cincinnati, it is now owned by Mr. and Mrs. 


‚ The house was built around the year 
107 by Мг, and Mrs, Tom Alderman 
of Cincinnati, оп property purchased 
from Eli Bryant about 1922 and 1923, 
Mrs, Alderman was a native of Mays 
ville, the former Jessie Chisholm, She 
worked in an office in Cincinnati and 





Built by Mr. Tom 
Gordon Bailey. 


he was a brewer there, rhey 
used the house partly as a summer 
home, 

The masonry work was done by Grant 
Stone with the help of С. L, (Law- 
rence) Bate, George Stone helped 
with the carpentry work, The house 


is made of native stone picked upfrom 
the lands around the house, 

When Мг, Alderman bought the pro- 
perty, he set out the entire hillside 
behind the house in a vineyard, He 
later bought the farm of б, L. Bate 
(now the Arthur Cooper farm) and rais- 
ed many hogs, 

Mr, Alderman died in July of 1934 and 
his widow married Fred Faller, wh 
built a wooden addition to the hot 
closed in the porches, F 
the Covington area. 

The Fallers sold the 
Burgess 
1947, 
County 















fence and wrought iror 
has a full basement, three bedr 
а big living гооп ith fir 
chen, bath, and two enc 
One special feature of the 
cedar lined closets, 
Mr, and Mrs, Stone sold the house in 
1974 to ^ 1 








use is the 


rdan Balley 
and far 5 зу is supervisor 
of the Bow f the U, S. Shoe 
Corporation, Vancebure, 





We are indebted to Mrs, George 
Stone for doing the research for {М5 
article, 

Although this house is not old and 
historical, it is of special architec- 
tural interest and will, in future, be- 
come a landmark of the area, 


Lewis Cx 
June 12, 1975 


Reprinted 
Herald 


Happy 185th Birthday Vanceburg 


MAC-RAE'S 


BUEPILY 


302 Lexington Ave., Vanceburg, Ky. 


Stop in and browse 


” 
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Photographer P. Louis 
Rowsey apparently took this 
picture from a boat over the 
railroad tracks at the depot 
It is- of special interest, 
inasmuch, as several 
buildings never seen, but 
many times heard of, by the 
younger generation, are 
shown. The view is looking 
north toward Sandy Springs 
on the far side of the swollen 
Ohio River. No. 1 is the old 
Christian Church building 
used by that congregation 
before the building of the 


Main Street 



















Looking North in 1913 Flood 


— 


Street in 1896 
occupied (1966) by th 
pton Furniture store 
the street, No. 2, is a 
of the old St. Nicho 

which was torr 
1930's to make wa 
brick buildir 


The site is now 














| ———— 


d tk te Jas. Gar 
dner, acquired the old Birley 
ull, on Front Street, wh 
icture we carried se 
eeks ag 


s hn ar 








STANDARD TOBACCO WAREHOUSE 
and now the 





present edifice on Front r 
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hundred and one years АЕ 
part of it can be seen here as 

No. 6. No. 4 is the Carter 

House hotel, completed ш | 
1894. Note the third story. It 
is now Max Block's Depar- 
tment Store. Across Main 
Street, No. 5 is the Ernest = 
Heinisch store. It was built =5 
by the Sample brothers, Will 
George, and Ed, in the early 
1870's and used fer their drug 
store. Later a Mr. Lawill had 
a grocery store in it 
was acquired by the late 
Heinisch. Tied up 
er of Fron 










before 
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kt building r 
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Remember 
This Landmark? 


By Bettye B. Dillow 
Lewis County Historical Society 





This old picture of the Cabin Creek Covered Bridge on KY 10 
between Tollesboro and Hibolt is another of our historic landmarks 
that has been destroyed in the name of progress. This bridge was 
the subject of much controversy in the late summer of 1955 when the 
Kentucky State Highway Department was in the process of building 
the new road through that area. The good ladies of the Vanceburg 
Garden Club fought a losing battle in tneir efforts to save this 
historic landmark for future generations. 

Demolition came easy for the wrecking crew until they came to 
the sturdy framework of this proud old structure. The huge poplar 
timbers were laced diagonally into a lattice-work effect and held 
in place by round locust pins driven into two-inch holes bored in 
the big beams. Not a nail was used in this part of the structure. 

At one time, Lewis County had three of these proud old wooden 
bridges over the same stream of water---Cabin Creek. There were 
two farther downstream in the lower Cabin Creek area. The first one 
below this was either torn down or washed out a few years before this 
One was demolished by the wrecking crew of the highway department. 

We have one covered bridge still in use in the county and it has been 
Placed on both the Kentucky and National Register of Historic Places 
with the other covered bridges in the United States. They are truly 
а memorial to the fine workmanship of our pioneer builders. The voice 
of the people is at last being listened to in some of the right places. 

Mrs. Debbie Williams of Route 1, Tollesboro, KY 11189, a member of 
the Lewis County Historical Society, has provided us with this rare 
Photo. The original was loaned to her by Mrs. Viola Harrison of Ribolt, 


— hd sincere thanks to both these ladies for sharing this picture 
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View of Lewis County Courthouse 








Polley's 
Carryout 


*'Where Customers Send 
Their Friends’’ 


Cold Beer To Go 
Soft Drinks 
Cigarettes 

Meats & 
Groceries 


Phone 796-3018 
Rte. 10, Vanceburg, Ky. 
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Security 
Bank & 
Trust Co. 


Congratulates 


Vanceburg 
On Their 
185th Birthday 


You'll Like Doing Business With Secur "у 


Maysville, Ky. Members of FDIC 
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What a flood of memories 
envelope our elder citizens of 


the old postoffice (the center 
building) which during the 
past month has been torn 
down. True, departed 
postmasters like -Aunt 
Jennie Stewart, George 
Paynter, Miss Ethel Johnson 
(afterwards Mrs. John 
Mann) Ad Mitchell, J. M 
Chadwick, and Tacie 
Thoroughman would not 
recognize the old building in 
it’s latter day coat of paint, 
but facts seem to indicate 
that it was probably the 
Oldest building in town. The 
late W. T. (Uncle Bill) 
Cooper, who died in 1956 and 
past 97 years old, told us 
Some twenty years before 
When we asked him about 
Ше probable age of the 
i said "Тһе first 
lime 1 ever came to town 
with my father, before I was 
Old enough to go to school 
Somebody ran ап eating 
in there, and we went 
in and got our dinner. It 
to be ап old, old 
building then.’ Figuring his 
Pre-school age, that would 
have been 108 years ago. In 
rear, there were frame 
Mag quarters where some 
postmasters lived 

during their tenure 
About 1926 the late Nor 
man W. Bowman acquired 
the Property, put in modern 
ing and a concrete 


floor, and had his law office 
there 


After his death, Айу E. V 
Hata. 


E Sr, estabished his 
W office there, and was 


ler joined by his son E. V 


Holder Jr. The late Judge 
Wm. C. Halbert said his 
father had frequently told 
him “that when he moved to 
Vanceburg from  Doyle's 
Bottoms, below Concord, іп 
1856, there were just thirteen 
houses in Vanceburg, and 
that was one of them 

The cottage on the left was 
calculated by Wm. T 
Stewart to be at least 90 
years old, if not older. His 
mother, Mrs. Jennie 
Stewart, became post 
mistress in 1899 at the 
beginning of Pres 
Harrison's tenure, and that 
it was по! а new house then 
He said Mr. and Mrs. Lon 
Jones lived there at that 
time. Its occupant as early 
ав we can remember was 
Tucker Pugh, whose wife's 
nephew, Will McFadden, 
lived with them and attended 
Riverside Seminary. For 
years thereafter it was the 
home of Mayor and Mrs 
John Mann (Ethel Johnson) 
The late Mr. and Mrs. W. W 
Dugan went to housekeeping 
there in early 1894. (The 
house was moved last week 
out to where the old timers 
would call the Jesse Parker 
community nea Fly 
Branch and Black Jack.) On 
the extreme left of the 
cottage is the wall of N B 
Fisher & Son Hardware 
(now McBrayers.) 

Just above the old 
postoffice is what was once 
C. Carter's Millinery Store, 


erated he her 4 
operated hv бет Gaupnter 


Mrs. Clara ( Kitten) Clark. It 
was built in 1890, and the 
store, which originally oc 
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Old Postoffice now 
а memory 





Reprinted Lewis County Herald April 18, 1968 


cupied а building just east of 
the present Christian Church 
on Front Street had been 
moved before the disastrous 
old Carter House fire of July 
17, 1874. Following Mrs 
Carter's death in March of 
1910, the business was sold to 
Mrs. M. B. Powers who 
came here from 
Georgetown, Ky., Mrs. Lesta 
Fultz, widow of Dr. Fultz 
and Miss Flora Lovell 
Lykins, later Mrs. Horace 
Purdom operated the 
business for a time, and it 
was last operated by Mrs. M 
Friedberg. Miss Georgia 
Carter and Mrs. Clark oc 
cupied the apartment above 
until the former's death in 
1928, when it passed from the 
Carter family. At present it 
is owned and occupied by the 
Famers Со-Орегайуе Іп 
surance Co. and the Kennard 
Insurance Agency 

Jack Osman acquired the 
property (гот М D 
Sullivan, and will build a 
modern drug store on this 
site. We thank him for the 
photo used which was from 
the Chan-Park Studio. Mr 
Sullivan removed the cot 
tage as we related above 


(ель 








юшму Herald April L8. 1968. 
COMM 
At one time there was а 
great deal of speculation 
about building à railroad 
from Vanceburg to London 
Laurel County, Kentucky. In 
1869, à meeting was 





sau өх vancepurg to discuss 
the possibilities. Obviously 
not much ever came of it 








—— — — 


Look Natural, Old Timers 


"How dear to my heart are 
the scenes of my childhood' 
says the opening words of 
the familiary song “Тһе Old 
Oaken Bucket" Many old 
timers will feel the twinge of 
nostalgia at this familiar 
scene, and a popular place 
with the young folks, both 
girls and boys, sixty years 
ago. It was a sort of quasi 
social event-going to the 
depost to see the train come 
in, seeing who got off and 
who got on, where and why 
they were going or where 
they had been. Between 
trains it was a playground. 
as was the adjoining ''tie 
yard" for the younger boys 
climbing over piles of ties 
jumping from one stack to 
another. Note in the picture 
the old honey-locust thorn 
tree, undoutbedly the oldest 
tree in the town, for it was 





the same size as it is now, 65 
yers ago. The old side track 
where tie loaders filled the 











box cars--amon them 
Lindsey Kenn George 
and Tom Stapleton, Mart 
Harrington, James Qualls 
Ji row) ton few 













The 


can be seen, also 


e of the саг 





he last big brick bu 
the Stamper Block 
by G. W. Sta 
spring of 1914 
that most famous 





social even 


thing is the utter de 
of the scene. In the days we 
are writing о! it never 
looked like this 

The picture was tà 
our dean of old-tur t 
genial Will Stewart, in 1966 








Reprinted Lewis County Herald Aprii 11. 1968 


HARRISONS' 


"Complete Line of Beer, 


Wine, and Liquors' 


796-3759 
Charles Harrison, 


, 


520 Lexington Ave. 


Proprietor 


Vanceburg, Ky. 


222 s 0 
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Photographer P. Louis 
Rowsey apparently took this 
picture from а boat ov. 7 the 
railroad tracks at the depot. 
It is of special interes! 
inasmuch ав several 
buildings never seen, but 
many times heard of,by the 
younger generation, are 
shown. The view is looking 
north toward Sandy Springs 
on the far side of the swollen 
Ohio River. No 1 is the old 
Christian Church building, 
used by that congregation 
before the building of the 
present edifice on Front 
Street in 1896. The site is now 
occupied (1966) by the Ham- 
pton Furniture Store. Across 
the street, No. 2, is a portion 





of the old St. Nicholas Hotel, 
which was torn down in the 
1930's to make way for the 
present brick building that 
houses the Kentucky 
Theatre, the City Clerk's of- 
fice, and the Hendricks 
Restaurant. No. 3 is another 
historic structure, the old J 
W. Webb .. Sons Flour and 
Feed Mill, which was built 


by Jas. Hiner, father of John 
and Frank Hiner, and Mrs 

Flora Agnew, around 1870 

After the fathers death, John 
and the late Jas. Gardner, 
acquired the old Birley mill 
on Front Street, which pic- 
ture we carried several 
weeks ago, and is now one 


hundred and one years old. A 
part of it can be seen here as 
No. 6 No. 4 is the Carter 
House hotel, completed in 
1894. Note the third story. It 
is now Max Block's Depar- 


tment Store. Across Main 
Street, No. 5 is the Ernest 
Heinisch store. It was built 
by the Sample brothers, 
Will, George and Ed, in the 
early 1870s and used for 
their drug store. Later a Mr 
Lawill had a grocery store in 
it, before it was acquired by 
the late E.Heinish. Tied up 
at the corner of Front and 
Market Sts with а 
background of the pine trees 
of the Frizzell and Kenyon 
farms across the river,is the 


house boat of Wm. Neal. For 
the old timers, let us indicate 
that the old wooden coal 
house between the Thomas 
Building on the corner, now 
the Citizens Deposit Bank 
and No. 3, the Webb flour 
and feed mill, has long been 
torn down and the brick 
building, now being conver 
ted for additiona bank space 
and the insurance offices of 


Leland Cook Son on the 
second floor, replaced it 
about 1920. Shortly after 


World War I, the late John F 
Bertram, acquired the Webb 
mill, razed it and built the 
brick building now occupied 
by Dye . Dye Feed Stores. 


EDEN 
ACRES 
FARMS 


TOLLESBORO 
GRAIN 






BOX 191 


TOLLESBORO, KY. 41189 
PHONE (606) 798-6671 


GRAIN-SEED-CHEMICALS 
BULK & BAG 
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James True 


Value Hardware 


Congratulations Vanceburg 
on your 


185th Birthday 


James Drive In 
Restaurant 



















М PRICE STACY | 


d „ 1838, Peter D, Lyk 
Dd Evaline Stacy were mar- 


by the Rev. William B. Lyk-| 


marriage took place in 
о , Morzan County, ап 
union came a situation 


| some time later caused 
ес D. and his wile ard family 
parate completely from 


of their ilk, quit the area 

up residence in Lewis 

ly and never return to their 
Morgan. 


Mer D. Lykins was а Demo- 


Barton Extrolled Virtues But 
‘Also Cited Disadvantages 


as was known in their Morgan 
County home. They once again 
became community leaders 

One visitor to the Peter D. 
Lykins home is remembered 
vividly — that of William E. 
Barton in the summer of 18M. 
Barton was a book agent in 
Lewis County and guest in the 
Lykins home. While making his 
rounds to sell copies of “The 
Golden Gems of Life,” Barton 
became familiar with people in 
the vicinity and іп а poem he 
wrote while there extolled the 
virtues and also some disad- 


M аз were others of the Lyk- 
„ and like most mountain 
they stuck together in 
and church. His older 
Pr, William, who performed 
Marriage ceremony, was а 

$ minister and Morgan 



















vantages of life along Kinni- 
conick Creek. 

The president of the board of 
trustees at Berea College, Bar- 
ton retained a sense of humor 
that endeared him to residents 
ef the Kinniconick region. His 
poem he wrote was published in 
The Public Ledger Feb. 13, 1948, 
=й hiefly pro-Confeder-|2nd was recited іп the Kentucky 
2 — that Peter D. —— by Rep. Hobart Ray- 
Eval eg burn. 
with the — wi em Barton's son, Fred B. Barton of 
joined the Union Army | Akron, 0., wrote his friend, Mrs. 

Being in the center of the Voiers. іп Vanceburg some time 


battle between the states, there 
were seme divisions within fam- 


ilies іп the county. It was only 





у judge 
Came the Civil Wart 
ап County and the Lyk- 


poem about Kinniconick Creek. 


He wrote: “The poem you 
sent, about Kinney, dear Kinney, 
sweet Kinniconick, is typical 
рано А-а» somewhere, says 
somethi and ends is 
through. Т don’t nr 


1 
| 





















+ 
| 


County, once 

weeks. 

E. 2 
ily recal at the Oh. know 

during the war were 50 the poo e 
Peter D's family was towering, 

of Morgan County. 

through the back-| 


KINNICONICK 











Т 


ш 


| 


crystal made: 


em 


if 


they 
County, and there Peter D. 


and noon blest with shade. 
There the sycamore tree and 


1 ! 
family history that Peter the butternut grow, 


1 his wife never once re- 
тей to their old home, never 
of their family again 
law in the Lewis, 
to read only Repub- 


make ripple below, 
And the birch and the willow 
grow slender and thick, 


Kinniconick. 

house. What factions | You know Peter Lykins: Hi 

d family clug to, the newly name is — s 
hed family changed, do- Because of the mastodon tales 
entirely with tradition| he can speak; 





ago about his father who died 
in 1930. Mrs. Voiers had sent the 
younger Barton a copy of the 


doubt that 
Father recited it well and easily. 


Written by W. E. Barton in 1888 


Looks down on its image in pure 


made their жау {0 Where the vine-covered oak зой 
the beech dark and lowering, | And 
"| Make night black with shadows! 


| And the dew from their branches 


|Oh Kinney, dear Kinney, sweet 
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nniconick Poem uritten in 1888 


By him was the city of 
Petersville founded, 

And I think he asserts he 
started the creek. | 

"Tis there that the spring gushes 
forth from the hill | 

And the Petersville strect is the 
bed of the rill: 

Ere іог- 4 becomes "a right 
smart of a creek," 

That's Kinney, dear Kinney, 
sweet Kinniconick 

The State Legislature declares | 
navigation 

Is easy and pleasant on 
Kinniconick, 

And one would suppose from such 


And feeding it out to her children 
you know. | 

The boys take the grinding оп | 

horseback to mill, 

The men often run it, "із said, 
through а still, 

The women made dodgers as 
hard as a brick, 

And feed them to agents on 
Kinniconick. 





"Tis there the tobacco leaves 
lengthy and sweeping, 
Extend their vile breaths to the 

sunlight and dew, 
‘Tis there that the urchins who 
scare are done creeping, 
Run after the agent and beg 





sage legislation 

That making a river's a very 
small trick, 

But the vote of two-thirds of the 
State Legislature 

Don't pass a bill over the veto 
of Nature. 

The shoals are so frequent, 
obstructions so thick, 

A minnow can't navigate 
Kinniconick. 


Along its green valley the 
cornfields are waving. 

And blowing their plumes to the 
breezes that blow; 

And nature her wealth in the 
Kernels is saving, 


for a chew, 

| Tis there the old women in 
witchlike attire, 

Sit smoking and spitting at 
night by the fire 

And lovely young maidens take 
snuff on a stick, 

Oh Kinney, dear Kinney, Sweet | 
Kinniconick. 





"Tis there that the melons so 
peacefully growing, 

With shining black seeds in the 
crimson meat, 

The mouth begins watering. the 
appetite glowing, 

О'ег half lunar slices, all 
dripping and sweet. 





W. E. Barton . . 


+ praise for Kinniconick 





Reprinted from the Ashland 





The urchins devoureth his Ш- 
gotten treasure and howls 
with colic as pain follows 
pleasure. 


For two many melons will make 
à boy sick, 

Oh Kinney, dear Kinney, sweet 

Kinniconick. 

MORE 


How gay on its banks is the 
festive mosquito, 

Which lurks in the forest and 

lights on your nose, 

gently but firmly, affixes 








his veto, 

|When'er the House passes a bill 

| for repose, 

And chiggers as small as the 
point of a pin, 

Commit every one a whole acre 
of sin, 

The flea is abundant, and so is 
the tick, 

Oh Kinney, dear Kinney, sweet 
Kinniconick. 





(Ky.) Daily Independent 
Feb. 14, 1965. 


ии 


Shop & Save on these 
brands Argo 
= Golden Vee - Hanes - Buster 
Brown - Bryan Bass - Devon 
ды епшш Н, Тгізсі Red Wing 

E Loraine Movie Star 


| sells books along Kinney for == 
raiment and bread: М 

Forecaster - Levis. 

At 


bark of the hound, 

To make the fact known that a 
peddiar is straying, 

Or a bad looking book agent is 
coming around. 

The shepherd dog rushes, with 
vertical fur, 

And the rat and cat seconds 
the move of the cur, 

The agent's hair rises, he hunts Пате 
for a stick, = 

And hies in a hurry from 
Kinniconick, 










It was better for him and the 
world, were he dead, 

Though pleasures come often to 
help him along, = 

Though beans are abundant and 
coffee is strong, 





"Tis there that the bulldog's 
loud menacing baying 


Combines with the deep echoed' 


His young life is blighted, B 
fond hopes have vanished, == 


Yet dogs are so hungry and 
mosquitos so thick 
That life has its drawbacks, 
Kinniconick 



















Union Monument 


Published in the Lewis Coun- 
ty Herald, Sept. 10, 1964 


marker reads as follows 
“The only Union monument 






Historial 


Marker Installed at Vanceburg 


Geo. М 


the Civil War.” 


LYKINS 
DEPT. STORE 






Plummer, Lewis 














A Kentucky Highways 

torial marker has been 
installed on the Court House 
yard at Vanceburg, in Lewis 
county marking the only spot 
in the entire Southland to 
have a Union momument 
The inscription on the 


South of the Mason-Dixon 
line erected by public sub- 
scription except those in 
cemeteries. This unique 
memorial was dedicated in 
1884 to the 107 Lewis County 
soldiers who gave their lives 
for the Union cause during 





Reprinted Lewin County Herald Sept. 10. 1964 


County chairman of the 


markers program said a 421 2nd St. 
formal dedication of the Vanceburg, Ky 
monument would be held in Phone 796-2112 


the near future and stated 
this marked the third 
historical marker to be erec- 
ted in the county 
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ED and LOIS TAYLOR RESTORE 


AN OLD VANCEBURG 





LANDMARK 





А front view of the old Plummer home, built in 1865, and now being 
restored by Mr. and Mrs. Ed Taylor. 


by William M. Talley 


Buying an old house and restoring 


lasting project. 


The old brick house, 
on the riverbank, near the eastern 


were 
across 
day Lee's Service Station. 


which stands 


made on the old Fitch place 
from the present 


the road 


consuming and requires patience. 

Already the Taylors have replaced 
the cedar shakes on the Mansard roof, 
They are still in the process of re- 
storing the windows, most of which 
still have the original glass panes, 
with distortions and bubbles in them. 
Central heating has been installed and 
all the old plumbing has been re- 
placed. The house has been sand- 
blasted to restore the original look of 
the bricks. Tuck pointing has been 
begun and a new roof has been put 
on the mansard area and the large 
room added in 1888. New brick steps 
and sidewalk һауе been laid to the front 
gate. 

When the Wamsley Lumber mill burr 
ed a short whileago, thehouse narrowly 
escaped destruction, Luckily, 
the windows broke from heat. 

Еуеп though Ed and Lois have al- 
ready put in much time and effort to 
this monumental job,. there ar« 

a number of things to be done be 
fore the house can be considered f 

ished. All the downstairs floor jo 

have to be replaced, as 
sub-flooring and main flooring Als 
to be the 
and the pegged poplar flooring ir 
dining room. Ed h 
have cathedral ceilings and hand he 
beams in the kitchen and dining area. 


none of 
the 





well as ne 


considered is wainscoa ting 





Eventually, 











The exterior walls are (о be replaced 
and the interior walls are to retain 
thair natural brick look, There are 


plans for a hand carved entrance door 
with hand forged hinges, which Ed 
plans to do himself. There are also 
plans to sandblast the wrought iron 
fence. 


There is an air of excitment about 
restoring an old house. Опе gets the 
feeling of firmness and strength when 
examining its sturdy walls, After all 


it can be an exciting project. К you 
ask Ed and Lois Taylor, lam sure 
they will agree. Since 1967 they have 
been engaged in restoring one of 
Vanceburg’s most interesting old 
homes. 

In the summer of 1967, the Taylors 
hurriedly took out a few minutes to 
browse around the old Plummer home 
on Front Street. After looking it over 
for a while they agreed that the house 
had great potential for restoration 
and decided to buy it from the late 
"Buddy" “арыз. With the deal soon 
closed, they set about doing a long 


terminus of Front Street, was built 
about the year 1865 by William А, 
Plummer. Тһе house is unique in that 
it has a mansard roof, the only such 
example in the town of Vanceburg. 


The house was originally built ina 
T-form with no basement, A little 
over twenty years later, Mr. Plum- 
mer added anothe r large room and 
added the French mansard roof, There 
are now eight rooms downstairs and 
two upstairs. All the woodwork іп 
the house is yellow poplar, with some 
chestnut window sills. The bricks 
used іп the construction of the house 


The stout old iron fence in front 
of the house is still in good condition 
Ң is said that it was brought to Vance 
burg from New Orleans. 

In the front yard, on either side 
of the walk, are two gun trees, These 
were planted, according to the cus- 
tom of those days, when the Plummer 
family first moved іп, 


Working over an old house can be 
fun, but, Ed and Lois can attest, it 
is hard work and quite expensive, Е 
you are in a hurry, you may not be 
very content because reworking old 
windows and ancient woodwork is time 


these years andall thefloods, thereare 
no eracks in the thick walls, Each 
partition is brick and rests on a solid 
foundation. 

The house remains a monument to 
those unknown artisans who ratsed it 
And when Ed and finish it, it 
will be a house that anyone could take 
pride іп. Theartistic touch, with which 
Ed is so much endowed, is evidenced in 
All aspects of the restoration. 

Just to spend a few hours talking with 
the Taylors is enough to causea person 


Lois 


* | School that teaches you to 





(Campbellsville News Journal) 


My brother Henry is in 
the eleventh grade. He 
plays on the football team 
and works on Sunday at a 
Service station 

Karen, my sister, is the 
oldest except Mom and 
Dad. She attends the 

community college and 
wants to go to New York 
next year and attend a 






"Sunday Never Really 
Comes To Our House' 


act. Every weekend she 
attends two or three 
movies and says they will 
help her learn how she 
сап become a good ас 
tress 

Mother says she has 
her fingers in too many 
pies. | think she means 
that she is too busy. Well, 
she does prepare our 
meals, wash. and iron as 
well as keep the house 
She is an officer in the 


PTA and belongs to a club 
just for women. She's 
chairman to raise some 
money for a good cause 
and the only time she can 
visit in all homes in on 
Sunday 

Dad 15 an executive. | 
think that means he is a 
boss. He does a lot of 
flying. Sometimes we 
don't see him for a week 
or two. He says he has to 
work to provide for use 


He is going to a conferen 
ce in a few minutes. Тһе 
church bell is 
now 

So you see, Sunday 
never really comes to our 
house. | know Henry 
needs some spending 
money, karen wants to be 
8 big success, Mother 
desires to do her share, 
and Daddy must make 


money for us to buy food 
and stuff 


ringing 


| hope 
ALWAYS come at YOUR 
house. Then you will have 
à home. There is a lot of 


difference you know. Oh 
yes, and | should іп 
troduce myself. | am 
Philip. | am ten years old 


to go out and buy an old house, Their 
enthusiasm is catching! 
Reprinted Lewis County Herald March L4 
Sunday will 4nd in the fifth grade 
am going to Sunday 


schoo! without breakfast 
and without my family 

P.S. This authentic let 
ter was written by a boy 
іп Rock Hill, South 


Carolina. Could it happen 
here? 


Reprinted Lewis County Herald Dec 4. 1969 












Baby Picture Answer: 
Chandler Scitres 
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E. ФЕ), x ^ Ж ( - n 
This week we have the very oldest Fitch, Jas. Nolen, B.D, Pollitt, W.E, Мт. T. Clark residence, Note the at the corner of 2nd. and Market St. 
picture of a Lewis County Fiscal Reed, Jas. M. Fults, Jesse Markland, brightly polished coal burning stove where the Vanceburg Inn restaurant 
Court we have ever ran across. The Ammon Cooper, Isaac Conley, Wm, thru the open door; and evidently stands (іп 1975). 
magistrated from 1878 to 1882, They Sharks, Records show they were before the day of power mowers, the The Keysers, Branhams, McKees 
were James М. Dunbar, Isaah Grigs magistrates. The only ones identified long grass in the yard. Ме might families lived in the Quincy bailwick 
by, D. H. Boyd, D. W, Fearis, Geo. аге No. 1 - Houston E. Fitch, who was hazard a guess that the man to the Ammon Cooper lived at the head of 
М. Herrin, for whom ‘Herrin Hill’ County Attorney, No. 2 - Isaac Lykins, right of No. 4 was County Judge As- Scotts Branch, Grigsby and Pollitt were 
was probably named, А man by that No. 3 - BW. Parker, and No. 4- bury Walker Fryer. in the Tollesboro community, Lykins 
name had a blacksmith shop just at — Alexander Plummer. We do not recognize Isaah Grigsby, was from Petersville, Fults and Nolen 
the top of the hill, John W, Keyser, having seen a later picture of himwith were from Kinney, most of the other 
Alexander Plummer, Benj. F. Branham The picture was madeonthe westside out a beard, Old citizens will re- names are familia the vast Cabi 
В.М. (uncle Benny) Parke, Henry of the old brick Court House, (razed member Uncle Benny Parker, and his Creek а 
McKee, Isaac Lykins, Wm, M, Park- іп 1938-39) іп front of the County niece Miss Blanch Cottingham, who years 
ег, E.G. Rayburn, F.M. Taylor, J.J. Clerk's office, and facing the present operated a harness and saddle shop 


x th 


Congratulations 


Congratulations 
VANCEBURG 


On Your 
185th 
Birthday 


Vanceburg 


On Your 
185th Birthday 


Coca-Cola 
Bottling 
Company 


Kentucky 
Theatre 


PORTSMOUTH, OHIO 
Phone 796-2821 Vanceburg, Ky. 
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Working For A Better Community 


| HAPPY 185th 


Е 2 ын ЕД 


Vanceburg Utilities Office j Water For Industry 


<> ощ 0 
Oxcomoz»ce 







Award Winning Disposal Plant 





To Better Serve Lewis County To Better $, Y 
o Better Serve You 


EN 


